
The Bridge

Spring 2026

Friends of
American Church in Paris
American Church in Berlin
Vienna Community Church

The mission of the American 
and Foreign Christian Union is 
to support the international, 
English-speaking, ecumenical 
churches in Europe whose 
ministries bear witness to
Jesus Christ. In partnership 
with our member churches, 
we will strive to develop and 
manage a strong financial 
base to further their
programs. We will nurture 
and strengthen our alumni 
ties and lend support to the 
pastors, leadership and 
members of these churches 
through our care and prayers. 

OUR MISSION



Here are a few stories of “new life” from the refugees who 
spend the night in our gym during the coldest nights of the 
winter, our 100 Nights of Welcome. Due partially to our welcome 
and our help, they are able to find the time and support they 
need to get legal status, housing and work. This ACP “shelter” 
is an important ministry which brings new life to people in
need in this big city of Paris.

Muhammad Ali is from Afghanistan. He stayed with us the 
whole time this past year at 100 nights of welcome. He is an 
archaeologist through his studies, and he has been in Paris 
for about seven years. His dream while he was at the ACP 
shelter was to save his money and get a bike so that he could 
be a delivery guy. Elizabeth ran into him, just down the street 
from the church, a few weeks after the shelter closed. He was 
delivering an order for Uber eats! While still unhoused, he was 
so excited to share the good news that he had fulfilled this 
goal. He plans to stop by the church when he has a delivery 
in the area to catch up with friends from ACP

Barry Mamadou Alpha was a 2025 guest at 100 Nights of 
Worship at ACP. He has become an integral part of the soccer 
team with Serve the City, Paris. called, Les Gars de La Ville. The 
team is made up mostly of refugees under the age of 18. Barry 
is from French-speaking West Africa. On the last week of the 
ACP shelter in March 2025 he was granted asylum by the French 
courts. He is now in the French equivalent of 11th grade! 

Jamal was one of 
our guests from last 
year. After his fourth 
asylum hearing with 
the French court, he was granted asylum and 
papers to work in France. He was a leader of 
this ACP shelter in 2025, and then became a paid 
host of the shelter for 2026. From time to time his 
sister-in-law would cook traditional Afghani food 
that he would bring and share with others so that 
they could experience some of their wonderful, 
tasty dishes. We were able to see him grow in 
confidence and leadership. 

Rev. Elizabeth Murray, Youth Pastor

CELEBRATING NEW LIVES AT ACP

AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS
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This spring, we are giving thanks for the many signs of new life God is 
bringing forth in our congregation and community. Again and again, 
we are reminded that resurrection is not only something we proclaim 
at Easter. It is something we are seeing unfold in this place, in worship, 
in service, in learning, and in the lives of God’s people.

One of the clearest signs of that new life is in our growing hunger 	
for God’s Word. Our Bible study group is so enthusiastic that it is 	
beginning to outgrow the space where we gather. Week by week, 
people come with curiosity, honesty, and a real desire to learn, 		
reflect, and grow together in faith. It is a joyful challenge to have 	
to ask how we can make more room.

We also celebrated the gift of baptism in a beautiful way this Easter 
as we welcomed four young adults and two babies into the body of 

Christ. To stand together at the font during the Easter season and witness these baptisms was 
a profound reminder that the risen Christ is still calling people, still claiming people, and still 	
making all things new.

Music, too, has become part of this renewed life among us. 	
This season we held our first choir concert in many years, 		
featuring Karl Jenkins’ Stabat Mater. It was a moving and 
meaningful event, not only because of the beauty of the 	
music itself, but because it marked the reawakening of	  
something that had long been quiet in our congregational	
 life. It felt like a new beginning.

Beyond our church walls, we continue to see new life in our 
ministry with neighbors through Laib und Seele. As the needs around us continue to grow, 	
we are grateful to be able to respond more fully, especially with the help of a new van. This 	
generous gift was largely donated by our sister congregation, Augsburg Lutheran Church in 
Winston-Salem, and we are deeply thankful for their partnership and support.

We are also celebrating a new chapter in the life of one of 
our own. Gregory Hemme is preparing to attend seminary
 in St. Paul, Minnesota, as he discerns a call to ordained 
diaconal ministry. We send him with pride, love, and prayers 
for the road ahead.

In all these ways, we are witnessing new life: growing faith, 
new baptisms, renewed music, deeper service, and new		  
vocations. Thanks be to God for the life that is rising among us.

Rev. Ryan D. Birkman, Pastor

CELEBRATING NEW LIFE IN BERLIN 

AMERICAN CHURCH IN BERLIN
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Greetings from Vienna,

This jewel box of a city slowly reveals itself.  Small 
milestones, like that first Mozart ball on Austrian Air, 
are moments that will stay lodged in my mind as my 
introduction to life in Vienna. The beautiful souls at VCC 
have been a welcoming and loving presence. One of the 
introductions to church life in Vienna is the Long Night of 
the Churches. VCC will honor this yearly celebration (held 
on Friday, May 29th) with a reading in 20 languages of 
Isaiah 52:7: “How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings 
good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, 
‘Your God reigns.’

Vienna is renowned as a city of music and musicians. This 
holds equally true for VCC.  For those who have yet to 
experience the joyful sounds of a Sunday service at VCC, 
consider yourselves invited to my installation this autumn, 
whether in person or virtually (date soon TBA).

Rev. Rebekah Davis, Pastor

Repairs to the Meeting Point (after a burst pipe) 
are completed!  The women’s Bible study has 
returned there for its weekly meetings, Pastor 
Neil’s retirement party was celebrated there on 
April 11, and on May 2, a fundraising event to help 
with health costs of a family in India was held at 
the Meeting Point.

Exciting news on the technology front is the 
contracting of a new, faster WI-FI, enabling 
further improvements that will include TV 	
screens, portal cameras, and a laptop.These 
upgrades will contribute to the Meeting Point’s 
ability to attract those wishing to rent the	  
space for seminars and training. And, more 		
importantly, the improvements will enhance 	
the VCC’s ministry beyond its physical space.

David Corcoran, Ardith Meier

NEW BEGINNINGS FROM VIENNA’S NEW PASTOR

“REBOOTING” THE MEETING POINT

VIENNA COMMUNITY CHURCH

Photos by: David Corcoran, Tamika Ribinski & ©Kitty McKinsey
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When thinking about your giving to the AFCU, the most common way to give is through some 
sort of dollar donation (e.g. Check, Zelle, Credit Card, etc.).  But, did you know you can donate 
your appreciated stocks and mutual funds?  Donating appreciated stocks and mutual funds is 
how our family typically gives to the AFCU.  When giving appreciated stock, it’s a win/win for 
the AFCU and for our family.  For example, if we give $1,000 worth of appreciated stock that 
originally cost us $700, the AFCU gets the full $1,000 value, it only was $700 of our own capital 
and the $300 in capital gains are not taxed!  That is a win/win!  

As you make your donation in stocks or dollar donations, you also can choose where your 	
donation is directed.  All 3 of our supported churches accept donations to their ongoing 		
operations and also to their respective endowments.  The ACP has the oldest endowment 	
dating back to the 1930s, while the ACB and VCC have endowments that were started this 
century.  The reason for each of these endowments is to provide an impactful way of 		
giving where only a certain percentage (i.e. 5%) of the value can be used on a yearly basis.   
By giving to one of our church’s endowments, your gift will keep giving in perpetuity.  It 		
provides impact today, tomorrow and into the future!

If you choose to donate stocks, please contact the AFCU Treasurer via email at 			 
afcutreasurer@afcubridge.org to obtain a form.  The process is simple, and you can		   
make your next gift a win/win for you and the AFCU!

Nate Groves

1) Donate Online using PayPal or your credit card account:
 Go to the AFCU web site at www.afcubridge.org

and use the DONATE tab.

2) Donate directly from your bank using Zelle:
 Use the following email address to identify the

AFCU: afcufinsec@afcubridge.org

3) Mail your check contribution to:
American & Foreign Christian Union

c/o Treasurer
 2885 Sanford Ave. SW #29934 Grandville, MI 49418

Please help these good ministries continue! Other ways to give:

INCREASE YOUR IMPACT WITH 
STOCK GIFTS THAT KEEP GIVING 

DONATIONS
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DONORS

Rev. Dr. Tina Blair, Bridge Editor; afcueditor@afcubridge.org   Bridge Team: Jenn Cavanaugh, Ardith Meier, Jody Smith

2025 DONORS
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY, WHICH ALLOWS THESE 

CHURCHES TO SPREAD CHRIST’S LOVE IN PARIS, BERLIN AND VIENNA!

This Easter season is a time during which we celebrate Christ’s resurrection and the new life 
that he brings us. The stories of our international churches demonstrate ways in which new 
beginnings and new life are being fostered in our churches, empowered by the Spirit of the 
Risen Christ

Rev. Dr. Tina Blair

FROM THE EDITOR

Augsburg Lutheran Church • Ault, James • Babin, Miles • Beach, Charles & Jane L • Becker, Charles W 
Bellows, Christopher • Benson, Thomas & Liz • Bishara, Moe • Blair, Christine • Bohl, Pam & Joel Babb 

Bordeaux, Tom & Nelle • Brady, James P & Robin E. • Brashear, Elizabeth • Bright, Donna 
Brown, Philip & Roberta • Bruchon, Emilie • Burns, Jerry • Butler, Scott J & Debby • Calder, Margorie

 Carlson, Gary G. • Cavanaugh, Jenn & Jason Pratt • Cavin, Guyle & Deborah • Coltvet, Benjamin & Margit 
Craig, Brett & Cindy • Crim, Donna Colvill • Daifuku, ALISON • Dean, Webster • Deitrich, Patsy Ann 

DeLuryea, Bob  & Lynda • Elder, Frederick • Eppert, Donald & Katherine • Farnan, Don & Catherine
 Findley, Norm & Adrienne • Flury, Kent & Susan • Foster, Megan & Gregory • Funk, Renee H.

Gay, Charles & Mary Hovind • Good Words Foundation • Goodyear, Charles P. 
Greenfield, James & Christina • Greiner, Kurt Estate • Groves, Nate & Courtney • Hafer, Neil M & Ashley C 

Halac, Karen • Hartmann, Rick • Hawn, Charles M. & Collyn S. • Hedberg, Craig & Dorothy Jung 
Herr, R Scott & Kim • Hodge, F Galen & Hazel • Hoff, Brooke • Holzhausen, Alan & Denise S. • Hood, Brian

Jadot Trust AR • Jones, Millie J • Kalajainen, Larry & Carol • Kamstra, Brian & Patrice • Kendall, Jane A
 Kern, Alice M & Shem Krey • Kimbro, Lisa G • Knouse, Paul & Nola R • Knowles, Clinton & Anne 

Kramme, Lowell B & Marilyn J • Krump, Don & Sharon • Laney, Arthur R. & Lisa I. • Lange, Judy A. 
LeBras, Ronan • Longtin, Cheryl J. & Michael R Porter • Lu, Geoffrey & Misun • Luquire, Joseph W. & Karen B. 
MacArthur,  William H  & Luz • Marchese, S&ra D • Martin, John & Sharon • McNaughton, Russell J. & Carol J. 

Meier, Ardith J. • Miller, Eugene A. & Lois A. • Mitchelmore,  Laurana R • Moonves, Julie Chen • Moore, David & Laura 
Murray, Ronald • Myers, Donald & Ruth • Nelson,  Leslie G. & Carol L. • O’Donnell, John C. • Paik, Miyoung 

Parrish,  Madeline • Plyler, Curt & Kristin Eldridge • Puckett, John & Norma • Purdy, George A. 
Raar, Eunice P • Resurrection Lutheran Church • Richardson-Smith, Kris & John Smith • Robinson, Paul & Eleanor 

Rock,  Kenneth T. • Rock, Paul & Stacey • Ruse, Edward & Kathy • Rybinski, Bartosz • Schaffer, Alyce 
Schieneman, Gary & Susan • Schumm, Brooke & Kari • Sewell, William L. • Shafik, Sarah 

Simpson, Michael K. & Carol M. • Smith, Dustin & Jody • Smith, Michael • Smith, Ozzie • Sokoll, Kristine R
Stegall, Rick • Stitely, David & Pamela • Straley, Rosemary G • Strobel, Darrell • Teng, &rew • Thrivent Choice

Tugend, Oliver • Van Dyke, Steve M & Stephanie D. • Vonreichbauer, Virginia D • Voskuil, Jon & Julie 
Walden, Janice • Watson, Todd • Weyerhaeuser, William & Gail • White, Marleigh & David Van Cleve 

Wilkowski, Stephen • Williams, Martha C. • Wilson Prema, Alldreen Dev • Wilson, Joseph R & Kimberly Y Ruder 
Wilson, Tom & Grace • Yang, Dingyu • Ziemann, Ted & Betty
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