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The mission of the American
and Foreign Christian Union is
to support the international,
English-speaking, ecumenical
churches in Europe whose
ministries bear witness to
Jesus Christ. In partnership
with our member churches,
we will strive to develop and
manage a strong financial
base to further their
programs. We will nurture

and strengthen our alumni
ties and lend support to the
pastors, leadership and
members of these churches
through our care and prayers.



AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS

Attending my first worship service at the American Church

in Paris (ACP) remains a sacred memory for me. It was May

19, 2024, and | was the final candidate for the position of
Associate Pastor for Congregational Ministries. It was Pentecost
Sunday. Seated in a pew at the rear, my intent was to be an
observer as | discerned if this was where God was calling me
to serve. However, the liturgy soon drew me in, and | realized

| was no longer an observer but a participant in the
movement of the Holy Spirit.

It was during the scripture reading that | realized something
transformative was occurring. Individual readers recited a
scripture in their native language, and then collectively, each
in her/his own language. | had a sense of what those
gathered on Pentecost must have experienced. The Spirit was
moving to transcend and unify a myriad of differences. | was
struck by the profound presence of God as | worshipped as
part of this tapestry of faith. The experience resonated so
deeply within me, that | knew then, if called to serve at ACP, |
would accept.

Now, a year later, | am grateful to have received and accepted
the call. This year, | myself assisted with planning the Pentecost
Sunday service. | requested that the liturgy again include
scripture readings in congregants’ native languages. | believe
that Pentecost represents more than an individual experience,
but that it is a communal expression of faith. Pentecost serves
as a living testament to the Holy Spirit’s ability to unite diverse
individuals into a cohesive body of faith, as highlighted in

1 Corinthians 12:12-13.

The wonder of ACP lies in its diversity. Individuals from over
50 nationalities worship together week after week at
ACP —the essence of Pentecost. Through the Holy Spirit,
ACP demonstrates the miracle of many cultures, genders,
T t  languages, and practices woven together in one rich
f”””’i!l " | tapestry of faith -- the miracle of Pentecost realized

. \ and felt.
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AMERICAN CHURCH IN BERLIN

The summer at the American Church in Berlin began with a day

| will never forget—my installation service as pastor. It was a
joy-filled celebration, made even more meaningful by the
presence of members from the AFCU, including AFCU President, Kris
Richardson-Smith. The sanctuary was filled with music, prayer, and
blessing as our congregation and guests from near and far joined
together to ask God’s guidance on the road ahead. That service
set the tone for a summer alive with the Spirit’s movement.

Traditionally, the summer months in Berlin bring a noticeable dip in
attendance. But this year has been different -- each Sunday, we have
been welcoming between 150 and 200 worshipers into our sanctuary.
The pews are full, the singing is vibrant, and the joy of gathering is
tangible. This is a sign of vitality and God’s work among us.

One of the clearest signs of that vitality is the way so many
young adults, coming from many nations and church traditions,
are stepping into leadership in worship, service, and fellowship.
They are starting Bible studies, hosting dinners, and bringing
fresh perspectives to our ministry life. They share a common
desire for faith that is alive, inclusive, and deeply rooted in
Christ that is an inspiration to the entire congregation.

Joy has come with our frequent celebrations of baptism. We
have welcomed children and adults into the family of Christ
with the waters of new birth, the visible sign of the Spirit's renewing work. Whether it's a child
splashing in the font or an adult professing faith for the first time, these moments proclaim the
heart of the gospel.

G "El Our council and ministry teams are already planning for a rich
and full fall. We are listening together for where the Spirit is
calling us next, and the possibilities are exciting.

| am deeply grateful to serve as pastor of the American
Church in Berlin. From that first day of installation to each
Sunday since, | have felt the joy of leading this thriving
congregation alongside our amazing council. The Spirit

truly is moving here—calling us together from around the
world, equipping us for ministry, and sending us into the city
with the good news of Jesus Christ. With God’s help, the best
is yet to come.




VIENNA COMMUNITY CHURCH

e s We often think of Pentecost as the birth of

nd righteous altogether evangelism, with Peter preaching to the
crowds outside. But that was only one part
of what was going on.

The day opens with all the believers

together in one place. Community. They
were, no doubt, praying together. Worship.
And they suddenly experienced the presence
of the Holy Spirit: Spirituality. That's when
those who were passing by felt heard, and
welcomed, in their own languages. Welcome
and hospitality.

That work of welcoming, community building, worship and spirituality
is the work of international churches such as ours, providing

a welcome to people in alanguage they understand, meeting

them where they are.

At the VCC, we continued our Pentecost tradition of having
multiple speakers offer the Psalm reading in their native language.
Thls year, we heard 20 languages of the approximately 35

| languages spoken by our congregants.
Whether new attendees, visitors, short-term
or long-term Vienna residents, each is there
for areason. They are at various places in
their journeys: some are new Christians, some
are seeking and some are rekindling their
faith. And perhaps those attending
experienced the comfort in hearing their
native tongue being voiced in the church.

They are drawn by the sound of Spirit-filled
music (our organ, keyboard, violins, guitar,
cello, and our choir, before and during the
service) wafting out into the streets of
downtown Vienna. Our doors are literally open, and many come
inside before and during worship. They hear something

calling. They hear the Spirit.

Photos ©Kitty McKinsey



MAY 2025 BOARD MEETING AT

VIENNA COMMUNITY CHURCH

The 2025 AFCU Spring Board Meeting was held in Vienna, hosted
by the VCC, who provided a warm welcome. Thank you, VCC!

In the business meeting, reports from all 3 churches were
presented and the AFCU budget for 2025 was approved.

Also approved was a major roof renovation to the ACP Church
House. This project is expected to cost about $550,000 and
will be funded through contributions and reserves. Anyone
wishing to make a contribution should contact
afcutreasurer@afcubridge.org.

Changes to the Board:
- New Board members: Bill Sewell and Ozzie Smith (see below).

- Farewell and many thanks to Megan Foster, a long-term Board member, who
performed many different roles including that of Board Secretary!

- AFCU Board Officers changed roles: Don Farnan to 2nd Vice President with the
responsibility for Development, replacing Jon Voskuil; and Jenn Cavanaugh to Board
Secretary, replacing Don Farnan. We are very grateful for these individuals’
contributions and willingness to serve.

If you wish to hear more about the Board Meeting or are interested in attending a Board
meeting or serving as a Board Member, please contact Kris Richardson-Smith,
afcupresident@afcubridge.org.

Welcome to our New Members

Bill Sewell

Bill is returning to the AFCU Board. He previously served from 2008-2014
and was Treasurer for most of that period. He is currently Treasurer of
the American and Foreign Cultural Union and is “mostly retired” from

a career in finance, largely with nonprofit organizations. Bill lives with
his wife Susan in the small college town of Mars Hill in the mountains of
North Carolina. They enjoy frequent travel and spending time with
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren, along with hiking,
pickleball and community service.

Rev. Dr. Ozzie Smith

The Rev. Dr. Ozzie E. Smith, Jr., a native of Memphis, Tennessee, was

the organizing pastor and is now pastor emeritus of Covenant United
Church of Christ, South Holland, IL. He is a widower with three adult
children and three grandchildren. Dr. Smith served nine months as
Minister of Weddings at ACP. He is also a semi-professional soprano
saxophonist and has performed in several jazz concerts in Paris. Ozzie

is joining the AFCU Board as a consultant. He looks forward to attending
his first AFCU Board meeting in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, October 3-4,
2025. He is honored to be asked to help.

Rev. Dr. Tina Blair, Bridge Editor; afcueditor@afcubridge.org Bridge Team: Jenn Cavanaugh, Ardith Meier, Jody Smith
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DONATIONS

Generosity is at the heart of God's character. John 3:16 reminds us, “For God so loved the world
that He gave His only Son.” God'’s boundless generosity calls us to respond in kind—sharing our
resources to reflect His love and grace.

As you prayerfully consider your role in supporting the vital ministries of the churches in

Berlin, Vienna and Paris, we invite you to share your prayers for these churches as well as
financial resources. Join the many members of the Board and Alumni who give stock, grants
from Donor Advised Funds, or make Qualified Charitable Distributions—options that are often
more tax-smart than cash donations. Contact Julie Voskuil, afcutreasurer@afcubridge.org, to
learn more about these ways to give.

All donations, checks, PayPal, cash, help the vital ministries of these churches. Go to
afcubridge.org for more information.

Sincerely,
The Development Team

The second phase of the VCC Endowment Fund campaign is progressing, with a current
overall total of about $120,000.

The campaign runs through 2026, so you have time to help reach the goal of $135,000.
Remember, no amount is too small to support future VCC ministries. Thank you for your
support! Direct any questions to radfordlaney@gmail.com.

Committee Members: Rad Laney (Chair), Russ McNaughton, Ardith J. Meier




