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OUR MISSION

The mission of the American
and Foreign Christian Union is
to support the international,
English-speaking, ecumenical
churches in Europe whose
ministries bear witness to
Jesus Christ. In partnership
with our member churches,
we will strive to develop and
manage a strong financial
base to further their
programs. We will nurture
and strengthen our alumni
ties and lend support to the
pastors, leadership and
members of these churches
through our care and prayers.




AFCU SUMMER BRIDGE

Fifteen million people will descend on Paris this summer for

the Olympic games - and the American Church in Paris finds
itself in the center of it all! While security challenges will keep
building access limited, we will have volunteers on our steps
each day, answering questions, sharing prayer cards, giving out
French and English Bibles and providing smiles, welcome and

Pal'iS G am es encouragement. We'll also be hosting a handful of events on our

portico and in the sanctuary during the games - thanks to the
at AC P many volunteers from ACP and the AFCU who will serve as hosts.

Our Olympics-themed sermon series over the summer is “Setting
rivalries aside & Celebrating what unites us.”

ACP embodies the essence of the Olympic ideals, with members from 50 countries, even more
languages, and a diversity of cultural backgrounds. Our unity in Christ and love for the stranger
provides a powerful counter-narrative to the fears and divisions that seem to be growing in our
world today. If you'll be in Paris this summer, please visit our website and let us know if you'd be
interested in being the hands and face of Christ.

A special worship service was filmed for the Olympics at ACP by
the French Protestant Federation. Go to the following link to see
this beautiful and exciting worship (available after July 21):
https://youtu.be/Nft910iKygM

ACP is also thrilled to be welcoming a new, called Associate Pastor
for Congregational Life, the Rev. Rebecca Burrow. Hopefully,
Rebecca will be here by early September. Visit our website to
learn more about her background and the many gifts she’ll bring
to our community.

At this last May meeting in Minneapolis, the Board celebrated Russ McNaughton.
Russ has been a pillar of support to the AFCU for 36 years. He and his wife Carol
were active members of the American Church in Paris while there. Russ fulfilled
many key roles in supporting the AFCU Board, especially in the financial areq,
helping financial planning and support in all 3 churches.

Thank you, Russ!

Give to afcubridge.org
Rev. Dr. Tina Blair, Bridge Editor; afcueditor@afcubridge.org Bridge Team: Jenn Cavanaugh, Ardith Meier, Jody Smith



VIENNA COMMUNITY CHURCH

At the VCC we’ve been taking angels seriously this
spring. Angels were the theme of a multi-media
participatory programme created by our choir leader,
Cassandra McConnell-Grujic, as part of her Master’s
Project for her MA in Music Education. Cassandra
designed an imaginative, inspiring programme to bring
to life the mystery of angels as God’s messengers in our
world. VCC members and friends used spoken word, a
multilingual soundscape, choral pieces, and dramatic
presentations against a backdrop of photos and

' . paintings of iconic angel representations from across
Europe to portray the power and the mystery of angels as God’s messengers in our world.
The project triggered deep discussions about how we experience unexplained moments in
our lives, and what it means to have so many extra-Biblical sources and mythology around
angelic creatures. Jurors from Cassandra’s university programme awarded her the highest
possible marks and were so impressed by our congregation that many said they would return
to worship with us.

The Angels event took place in the sanctuary just days after we had a chance to introduce
our church to people who literally wandered in off the street as part of Vienna's annual
“Long Night of the Churches.” For our open-house presentation, the choir, soloists, and
musicians pulled together a vibrant worship experience that showcased our energy, our
passion for working together, our flexibility and sense of fun. It’s been a time of singing for joy,

celebrating God's presence, and looking for signs of angels in our midst. And there are many.

VCC ENDOWMENT FUND
UPDATE - GOOD NEWS!

Thanks to the generosity of
many of you, the AFCU VCC
Endowment Fund campaign
has raised $102,400 so far! This
is wonderful progress, but we
are not done. We will need
your continued support as the
campaign runs through 2026.
Thank you all again for your
generous support of the
ministries of the VCC.

Photos by Kitty McKinsey



AMERICAN CHURCH IN BERLIN

Everybody likes waffles. Particularly

when they're free. Recently, ACB hosted
the Network of the Religious Organizations
of Schéneberg-North for an afternoon

of “Wafflen und Begegnung”. Free

waffles were made fresh by the

Luther Congregation to all wanting

some. The Diakonie of Schoéneberg
presented a lively play in front of ACB's
Luther Church called, “I'm Me and You

are You’, in which 6 pre-teens from

Russia and Ukraine explored respect

and mutual understanding. The evening
was completed with a trio from the Syrisch
Orthodox Church playing two lyres and
adrum.

We planned the outdoor event for hot sunny weather, but by the time the Diakonie

play ended, high winds and rain chased us indoors for the music performances. It was

a wonderful afternoon hosting 150 people from around the neighborhood. The event was
quite instrumental in bringing diverse people together in mutual understanding. Everybody
likes waffles!

Photos by Kumar Vasanth



