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The mission of the American
and Foreign Christian Union is
to support the international,
English-speaking, ecumenical
churches in Europe whose
ministries bear witness to
Jesus Christ. In partnership
with our member churches,
we will strive to develop and
manage a strong financial
base to further their
programs. We will nurture
and strengthen our alumni
ties and lend support to the
pastors, leadership and
members of these churches
through our care and prayers.




AFCU FALL - SPRING BRIDGE

One of the greatest blessings of worshiping

in our international churches is the amazing
diversity of their members. People truly do
come from east and west, and north and south,
gathered together to worship our Lord Jesus
Christ. They come from many different Christian
denominations, from every inhabited continent,
from an even wider variety of cultural groups,
and from a huge swath of economic
backgrounds. Ambassadors worship with
refugees, Americans and Europeans fellowship
with Africans and Asians; different foods and
music and stories are shared. When | preached
from the high pulpit at ACP, | felt privileged to
look out and see such a beautiful microcosm

of Christ’s global church. “This is what Christ sees,” | thought, “a true representation of the Body
of Christ!”

Challenges abound, of course, with so
many

differences. Each cultural group sees the
role of the pastor and of the church Board
somewhat differently. Communication and
decision-making styles are not the same.
And of course, with so many denominations
and nations represented, theological beliefs &
and worship preferences also vary. These
differences can cause misunderstanding
and conflicts.

Many blessings, however, are found in this
diversity. Members agree strongly that we
are to worship the One, Triune God, and
follow God'’s Son, Jesus Christ. Members R ‘ ‘
agree that we are to be Christ’s hands and Photo by Anne Storey
feet in our locations, a light in these great but troubled cities. Members work to understand and
care for each other across cultural and economic differences. Christ is experienced in our midst,
and God is celebrated and praised.

| hope you enjoy these stories of challenges and blessings from our churches in Paris, Berlin and
Vienna.

Rev. Dr. Tina Blair, Bridge Editor; afcueditor@afcubridge.org Bridge Team: Jenn Cavanaugh, Ardith Meier, Jody Smith



VIENNA COMMUNITY CHURCH

The weary census taker was at the end of his long day, knocking

on door after door to repeatedly ask the same questions. He

finally reached the house at the end of the road, a worn-down
home with toys strewn around the front yard. He knocked on the
door, and when the woman answered, he said, “Census taker,
Ma’'am. | need information on who lives here.” “Well, there’s me,
and my husband. And then the children: There’s Robert, he's the
eldest. Then Polly, the oldest girl. Then Felicity and Angela and Dan...”
The tired census taker interrupted. “I don’t need names, Ma’am. Just
numbers.” She snapped back, “They don’t have numbers! They all
have names!”

It is interesting to reflect on “Challenges and Blessings,”especially in terms of mission rather
than in terms of institutional stability. Let’s be clear: Numbers are not, in and of themselves,
blessings. So, although the VCC is adding memlbers, conducting Bible studies, returning from

a well-attended Retreat Weekend, and balancing the budget, these are being church.
Likewise, seeking volunteers, planning for a pastoral transition, and broadening our mission

can also be construed as being church. On the other hand, paying attention to names means
celebrating the fruits of our recent retreat, “Gather Us In,” which focused on deepening
relationships. We all have names, and we need to know each other, especially with so many
new people of different cultures and faiths coming through the doors. We are an international,
multilingual, and diverse community. We each have a name. Listening to the voices of these
names is important as the individuals seek sanctuary, a place of welcome, a touchstone to
traditions, or a place where questions are allowed. A special concern is held for refugees in our
midst and around the world.

Some of us would like to have the challenges that come with more people, more resources, and
more programmes, for example. Others appreciate the blessing of first names, close friendships,
and a structure that mirrors a family rather than a business. The challenge lies in finding the
best of both while being faithful to God'’s call. We are currently at a crossroads. We are trying
to discern how to be a radically welcoming and inclusive community where everybody has a
name. At the same time, we do not want to become too insular or forget the call to reach out.
We are also facing the challenge (and opportunity) of new pastoral leadership as we lean into
the next stage in our journey. The latter will require a significant investment of resources as

we work to prepare for, select, and equip a new minister. We cannot do this alone despite
being blessed with wonderful resources within the congregation. We count on the prayerful
and material support of the AFCU and other partners to help in our future endeavours. This is

indeed both a blessing and a challenge.



VIENNA COMMUNITY CHURCH

WAL Y Thanks to many of you, the AFCU's two-year Endowment
" Fund campaign for the VCC, launched in January, 2024,

is well underway. The committee is pleased to report

that, as of February 29, 2024, your generosity has already

| yielded a total of more than $45,000. As you can see,
however, the journey to the ultimate goal is not yet
complete. You are thus invited to help reach the finish line.
What better time to engage in this endeavor to ensure the
future vitality of the VCC’s ministry than at the approach
of the VCC’s 70th anniversary. The campaign committee

is adeptly chaired by Radford Laney, guided by Russ
McNaughton’s rich experience and knowledge, and
assisted by Ardith Meier.

Again, many thanks to those of you who have felt called to “do good and donate.” Your
partnership ensures the ability of the VCC to be the hands and feet of God in doing both
old and new things, ministering to those in need and bringing hope through worship and
community. Please help the VCC continue to be a blessing to many as it manifests the love
of Christ!

If you find it in your heart to contribute for the first time or again to the AFCU’s VCC
Endowment Fund campaign, donations can be made by credit card or PayPal at the
AFCU website https://afcubridge.org/support-the-afcu/, clicking on Donate. If you send
a check, make it out to AFCU with “VCC Endowment” on the memo line, and mail to AFCU
Treasurer, 2885 Sanford Ave. SW #29934, Grandville, Ml 49418. Should you have any
questions, please phone or email Radford Laney: 610-291-6595; radfordlaney@gmail.com.

The committee says, “God bless and thank you!”

GOAL $75,000

4 Photos by Kitty McKinsey



AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS

It was a Saturday in February as | made my way
upstairs and downstairs through the maze of halls
and rooms at ACP. As | did so, | was frequently
asked by strangers to help move a sign or table.
At the same time, | brainstormed solutions to

a myriad of minor problems. That particular
Saturday, a couple hundred parents and children
wandered among the booths of a bilingual school
fair in our theater/gym. On the second floor,
joyous shouts and singing emanated from a
birthday party in our library. Our large Thurber
room found our new young professionals group
engaged in a panel brunch to hear from ACP
seasoned executives about how to navigate
career and faith in France.

As the afternoon came to a close, the
above-mentioned groups folded up shop and

» ~ rooms were reconfigured for an AA meeting, a
mlddle school dance, and a monthly dinner we host for refugees and the homeless. Following
dinner, about 15 of the dinner guests made their way downstairs to spend the night with two
ACP hosts, part of our “100 Nights of Welcome.” Before calling it a day, | checked the sanctuary
to ensure all was ready for our other major weekly event, Sunday worship.

An array of challenges and logistical issues have to be dealt
with when a church also gets to be a community center,
school, winter shelter, dining room, and dance hall. These
are challenges, however, that most churches dream of
having. ACP is uniquely situated and blessed to be a
blessing to the international, diverse, struggling and
celebrating sisters and brothers who surround us. The way
the Spirit moves and works on Sundays as we gather for
worship and fellowship never fails to provide a taste of

2 g heaven. And the way the Spirit moves and works through
our hollwoys and rooms every other day of the week is likewise an absolute gift. The Blessings
come with the Challenges and we are so thankful for all the support and love that make the
American Church in Paris such fertile ground for good, eternal relationships and healing. Praise
be to God.




AMERICAN CHURCH IN BERLIN

Unexpectantly, one Sunday Pastor Laura invited everyone to take out their mobile phones,
right in the middle of the service. Then and there, she launched the “I Hope...” collective
project with a quick introductory lesson on the variety of possibilities of camera angles and
a few instructions.

Your assignment:

1. Take some photos that illustrate the sentence, “I HOPE...”. Then send your best one; not the
perfect ong, just the one that best completes the sentence. Send with the largest resolution
possible.

2. Pastor Laura (and any volunteers) will prepare an art show with our images.

3. Be thinking of a short explanation about your photo and why you took it and how it
completes the sentence, “I HOPE...”

Don’t be shy. Think deep. Look around you. Click away. Tell us the story. And remember to send it.

Over the next weeks twenty-two submissions arrived in Pastor Laura’s email inbbox. The photo-
graphs and commentaries originated from people from ten nations and showed a wide varie-
ty of artistic expressions. They magnificiently give a glimpse in the dreams, fears, and hopes of
the people of God who have gathered at ACB. Here are some samples:

& Chris Zheng, China

i | hope for health for my family, a joyful relationship among us, and a
. peaceful world where normal people like my 60-year-old dad can
enjoy his hobby.

Roran Murphy, Ireland

COMPOST, 2023

A mind folds itself again and again;this piece of crimson card. Rich with memories,
turning “til it cannot turn no more. Crucified into fragments of a former Self.
Melting away,Warm and heavy like gushing milk. Puncturing the mouth of what
came before, Fostering newness As it lifts and spreads itself again. Wholly, holy
sacrament - Churned out and baptised anew.

Sayuri lkeda, Japan
I hope, no one dies in war any more. No new graves of soldiers, but flowers!

This is the grave yard of soldiers who died in the World War Il. Aimost 80
years have passed since that, but people are still killing and killed in wars, and
it's getting worse, in Ukraine, in Gaza, and where in next? No way! We don't
need graves of soldiers any more. Stop the wars!




AMERICAN CHURCH IN BERLIN

Toni Klemm, Germany
20 Minuten spéter / 20 Minutes Later

This was on my train to work outside Berlin the other day. | study climate
change and agriculture. When | read the news or go on social media, my

view of our world alternates between hopeful and anxious, about whether we
will shepherd Earth as God tasked us to. And yet, with enough perseverance,
energy, and hope, we may avoid critical tipping points. The ambiguity in “20
minutes later” captures this perfectly: we may not succeed in time, but we
can still get there eventually.

[

This collective project is an illustration of how Pastor Laura is taking her role as an Interim Pastor
seriously. She is uncovering hidden assets in the congregation by using the arts as an avenue to
express new visions for future ministries for ACB. The art pieces will be in a pop-up gallery in a side
section of the transept. The unveiling is planned for Easter; the artists will also be invited to further
share their insights during the worship service. May this multidimensional, congregational-wide
project give a platform for people to share their hopes of the future with each other.

Augsburg Lutheran Church - James & Marilyn Ault -« Denise Banks - Charles & Jane L Beach - Charles Becker
Thomas & Liz Benson « Rev Christine Blair - Pam Bohl - James P & Robin Brady - Rev Elizabeth Brashear
Rev Alan & Gretchen Bray - Richard & Donna Bright - Philip & Roberta Brown « Emilie Bruchon - Jerry Burns
Scott & Debby Butler - Margorie Calder - Gary G. Carlson - Guyle & Deborah Cavin - Nancy Chew - Greggory Clark
Rev Benjamin & Margit Coltvet - Jonathon & Cathryn Costa - Brett & Cindy Craig - Donna Colvill Crim « Alison Daifuku
Patsy Ann Deitrich - Bob & Lynda DelLuryea - Katherine J Dierker - Robert W Dietz & Merryl Dale - Andrew & Vicki Duane
Kenneth & Jan Duvall - Frederick Elder - Kathryn Nelson Emily - Donald & Katherine Eppert - Don & Catherine Farnan
Norm & Adrienne Findley - Megan & Gregory Foster - Charles & Mary Hovind Gay - Stephanie Gober - John & Linda Goetz
Charles P. Goodyear - James & Christina Greenfield - Nate & Courtney Groves - Neil & Ashley Hafer - Rev Karen Halac
Don Hamilton - Boyd & Rebecca Harrold - Vicki Hartford - Rev Rick Hartmann - Rev Scott & Kim Herr - Loren & Sheri Hickok
James & Marta Hobbs - F Galen & Hazel Hodge - Brooke Hoff - Alan & Denise S. Holzhausen « Rev Jack & Helen Hustad
Mable Jenkins - Millie J Jones - Dr. Larry & Carol Kalajainen - Jane A Kendall - Alice Kern & Shem Krey - Lisa G Kimlbro
Paul & Nola R Knouse - Clinton & Anne Knowles - Lowell B. & Marilyn J. Kramme - Andrew & Sally Krey « Don & Sharon Krump
Arthur & Lisa Laney - Judith Lange - Ronan LeBras - Geoffrey & Misun Lu - Joseph & Karen Luquire - Williom & Luz MacArthur
Sandra Marchese - John & Sharon Martin - Rev Mary & William Mason - Rosalyn McKeown-Ice - Kitty McKinsey
Russell & Carol McNaughton - Ardith J. Meier . Calvin Marshall Mew - Eugene A. & Lois A. Miller - Laurana R. Mitchelmore
Julie Chen Moonves - David & Laura Moore - Ronald Murray - Donald & Ruth Myers - Leslie G. & Carol L. Nelson
John C. O’'Donnell - Jeffrey & Linda Olesen - Wendy Paton - Brian & Almuth Payne - John & Mary Kathryn Peed
Allen J. Pepper - Curt & Kristin Eldridge Plyler - George & Lucreta Pope - Jason Pratt & Jennifer Cavanaugh
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church - John & Norma Puckett - George Purdy - Mrs R J Purinton - Eunice Raar - Ronald Ragland
Resurrection Lutheran Church - Kris & John Smith Richardson-Smith - Kenneth & Marcia Rislov -« Rev Paul & Eleanor Robinson
Kenneth T. Rock -« Lori & John Roeller - Chanda Rule - Edward & Kathy Ruse - Richard & Sue Scheu
Gary Schieneman & Susan Fisher - Pamela & Ken W Schulz - Brooke & Kari Schumm - Lynn Shaler - Dr. Michael & Rev. Carol
Simpson - Dustin & Jody Smith - Michael Smith - St Andrews Lutheran Church - Rick Stegall - David & Pamela Stitely
Rosemary Straley - Darrell Strobel - Andrew Teng - Rev Michael & Rev Susan Thomas - Ming Tsao & Luisa Greenfield
Steve & Stephanie Van Dyke - Virginia D Vonreichbauer - Jon & Julie Voskuil - William & Gail Weyerhaeuser
Marleigh White & David Van Cleve « Rev James & Luray Wiberg - Stephen Wilkowski - Martha Williams
Rev Tom & Grace Wilson - Ted & Betty Ziemann



IN MEMORIUM

Bob Dunlap
We celebrate the life of Robert Horace Dunlop lll (Bob) who went to be
with the Lord on Saturday, January 27th, 2024. Bob lived and worked in
Mexico City, Bangkok, London, Rome, Cairo and Paris in the banking business
and later owned a racquet and swim club. Bob was active in the American
& i Church in Paris from 1981 to 1986, where he was involved in the fund raising
for the Beckerath organ. His love of international churches led him to serve on the Board of
the American and Foreign Christian Union from 1987 to his death. Bob was the Treasurer of
the AFCuU (the American and Foreign Cultural Union) from 1988 until his passing in February
of 2024. Bob’s advice, decades of service and dedication to both the AFCU and AFCuU were
a major factor in the successes of both organizations.

Helen Hustad

We celebrate the life of Helen Hustad who went to be with the Lord on
March 7, 2024, aged 93. She was an active partner in ministry with her
beloved husband, Jack. When Jack accepted the call, often in a new
country, Helen always said, “Let’s go!” and served the congregation along
with Jack. They ministered to many congregations overseas both before
and after his retirement. Helen served on the AFCU Board for many years
with her gifts and talents. Helen had strong ties to Minnesota and lowa. Helen served on the
Museum of Russian Art in Minneapolis and also served on the Board of Luther College in
Decorah, IA. Helen’s grace, humor and insights will be greatly missed.

We welcome the supporters who want to impact the world through the vibrant ministries
of the American Church in Paris (ACP), the American Church in Berlin (ACB), and the
Vienna Community Church (VCC). If interested in donating, please join us by following
the instructions below. Your gifts are important and appreciated!

1) Donate Online using PayPal or your 3) Mail your check contribution to:
credit card account: American & Foreign Christian Union

Go to the AFCU web site at c/o Treasurer
https://afcubridge.org 2885 Sanford Ave. SW #29934
and use the DONATE tab. Grandville, Ml 49418

2) Donate directly from your bank using Zelle: 4) Donate gifts of stock:
Use the following email address Contact the AFCU Treasurer at
to identify the afcutreasurer@afcubridge.org
AFCU: afcufinsec@afcubridge.org for transfer instructions.

The AFCU is an IRS 501(c)(3) organization. Donations are tax deductible for US tax purposes.
To designate your donation to a specific ministry, include that as additional information by entering
AFCU, ACP, ACB, or VCC in the memo or additional information line.



