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Our last Board meeting was
held April 28-29, 2023, at

the American Churchin
Paris (ACP) with 39 members
attending in person or via
Zoom. Many thanks to our
ACP hosts who were terrific, making for a
productive meeting. In the business meeting,
much was accomplished including:

Voting to add 2 new Board members
and celebrating those leaving the
Board, with much gratitude for all their

support of our 3 international churches.

- Approving 8 priority projects for
2023-2024.
Kicking off the joint ACP/AFCU
initiative regarding the 2024 Paris
Olympics. This exciting project will
require lots of manpower and support
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throughout the Olympics and
Paralympics. If you are interested in
helping, please contact me at
AFCUPresident@afcubridge.org.

Our archivist, Bob Deluryeq, played a 1985 video
created to raise funds for the new ACP organ.

This old video
reminded us all about how important our 3
churches have been to their communities
throughout the years. The faces and the dress
have changed, but the message is still the same.
Our churches are beacons to the people of
many nations and religions who find themselves
in need of aloving, and giving community who
bears witness to Jesus Christ.

May the Peace of Christ be with you.
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AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS

As part of ACP’s current Strategic

“\ | Visioning process, I've been dialogu-

ing with former ACP senior pastors. Dr.

‘ \ \”l” - Larry Kalajanian shared some amazing
stories and summed up his thoughts by
saying, “l suppose the one thing that
has always remained constant at ACP
is change.”

= :r_—f

Once again, ACP has welcomed

and worked through all manner of
challenges and changes this spring
and early summer. The first was to host
the AFCU here in Paris! I'm thankful so
many AFCU board members were able
to attend. The Spirit blew through us in
meaningful, mysterious and beautiful
ways. Representatives from all three
churches received support and encouragement. ACP was finally able to christen and give thanks
for our amazing new sound, light and streaming system during a magical evening of live music,
delicious food and family fellowship.

We've also continued to be
blessed during our musical
and Associate Pastor interims
with amazing visiting scholars
and musicians. Currently, Dr.
Anthony Leach, the head

of Penn States’ choral
department is here teaching
us (and our Beckerath organ)
how to sing in new ways.From January through June we were
absolutely blessed to have the Rev. Dr. Lisa Allen-McLaurin
leading our choir and also preaching and teaching a 5

week class on applying a Womanist hermeneutics to “The
honorable woman” of Proverbs 31. Thankfully, amidst all the change, ACP continues on a path

to financial health and Spiritual growth and clarity with Christ as our center. Thanks be to God!
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AMERICAN CHURCH IN BERLIN

Since May 2023 alone,

| we have welcomed three new members
into Christ’s family through baptism and
witnessed the affirmation of faith of
four of our youthconfirmed on Pentecost
Sunday.

We are also
a lighthouse for seekers of both spiritual
and physical sustenance. We fold
our hands in prayer with locals,
refuge-seekers, and transient people.

' We break bread together, offering hot

coffee and soup, sandwiches, or food from our food pantry, then we cover our hands in thick
gloves as we clean up used needles, dog poop, and even less savory waste from around the

church.

We celebrate God's gifts of creative expression and build
relationships locally and internationally. This year we have hosted various concerts
featuring diverse artists including internationally acclaimed artists, such as pianist Teresa
Walters, the Holloway Royal Founders Choir of London, as well as the Philadelphia Girl's Choir
and the Piaschowa Quartet.
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VIENNA COMMUNITY CHURCH

“Let’s try it!” is often heard around the Vienna Community Church
these days. It reflects an attitude that has imbued our weekly
gathering with excitement and energy. Spring and summer have
seen the positive results of our streamlined board structure,
emphasis on emerging leaders, and an atmosphere of “being
willing to fall flat, but trying to at least fall forward.”

We
are so grateful for our many connections to others both near and
far, including the AFCU.”

June 2, A young musician from our
congregation is Ichiro Matsushita, whom we have had the joy to
watch develop over the years.

May 21, Pastor Jim and Luray Wiberg
(1990-2004) attended the service and
fellowship time. Visits from past members
and pastors impart an energy of continuity
and community.

March 27, under the leadership of Board
member David Corcoran, an opera singer
from Australia, a concert featured
baroque violinist Jolanta Sosnowska
andmusician Hubert Hoffman playing

the theorbo. Proceeds from such concerts
support our music ministry and our music
ministry and mission outreach.

We are blessed to have as a member
Edson Dorneles, an ordained minister and
indigenous activist, who sometimes leads
worship when Pastor Neil is away.

The fellowship team enhancing our time
together.
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AMERICAN CHURCH IN BERLIN

In 1890 a friend of Miss Ellen Sampson of Boston, Massachusetts donated a silver Communion
Chalice to The American Church in Berlin. Miss Sampson herself donated the matching silver
Communion Paten, the whereabouts of which remain unknown.

The chalice was used for Communion services in every American Church in Berlin from 1890 to

1941. Dr. Stuckenberg used it in the American Church in the Methodist-Episcopal Chapel on
Junkerstrasse. Dr. Dickie used it in the Y.M.C.A hall at Wilhelmstrasse 34 and in the congregation’s
first own church building at Motzstrasse 6, (Nollendorfplatz). Dr. John R. Crosser used it there prior
to the First World War, as did our first woman pastor, Gertrud von Petzold, during that war. Ewart E
Turner served Communion in it to Mildred Fish-Harnack and her husband in the 1930s before they
were arrested and murdered by the Gestapo. Stewart Herman used the chalice from the late
1930s until he left Berlin in 1941. The last reported sighting of the chalice was in the possession of
British military authorities in London after World War I, and then it disappears.

Until 2018, when Linda Ashfield, pastor (now retired) of the Knox Presbyterian Church in
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, wrote ACB'’s Pastor Ben Coltvet asking if he knew anything about

a large, beautiful silver cup that her congregation was using to serve Communion. No one in
Pastor Linda’s congregation had any idea where the chalice came from—or how it had landed
in their church. Recognizing “Berlin” as an old name for a hamlet of Waterloo they had assumed,
without further investigation, that the chalice was theirs; it was the word “American”

in the inscription that baffled them!

The inscription on the chalice reads:

Memorial Cup Presented to the American Church in Berlin
Easter 1890.

AFCU Board member Don Krump, a long-time member of ACB, graciously volunteered to
collect the chalice in Toronto and carry it back to Berlin. On October 23, 2022, while the
congregation sang van Dyke’s “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee,” it was formally returned to
the ACB altar after an exile of 81years.
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Rev. Jodi & Rev. Doug Fondel: (ACP Interim Youth Pastors 2017 & Interim Associate Pastors
2020-2022), in yet another failed attempt to retire, have accepted a call as Interim Lead
Co-Pastors of First Congregational Church, Nantucket, MA through Autumn 2024. They are
feeling honored to lead this unique congregation through a period of transition as the church
discerns their mission and vision for the coming years.

Kate Koob: (VCC alumna; recently retired from the Board) Kate lives in Waterloo, IA, where she
supports the ministry of Zion Lutheran Church, sometimes leading worship, being the lector,
and bringing the message. Kate is active in 4 book clubs and will travel with family to Alaska
this summmer. She describes herself as “older and sassier.”

Laurana Mitchelmore: a professional pianist and musician, has accompanied the ACP adult
choir and enriched ACP’s music ministry for 40 years. She will be moving back to the US in
August. Dozens of musicians from our ACP and Paris community presented a concert on July 1
to celebrate her and send her off with love. Notes of appreciation may be sent to her via this
link https://acparis.org/laurana-notes.

In Memorium

Dick Bright: o beloved and active member of the AFCU Board, passed away on
March 12, 2023. Dick is remembered for his active participation and leadership at

% the American Church of Paris and the American Church of Berlin when he lived in

| Europe. Dick had a deep love for and commitment to the ecumenical churches of
Paris, Berlin and Vienna that receive support from the AFCU, as seen in his
dedicated work on their behalf.

Alba Powell: beloved wife of Pastor Jeff Powell, who served at ACP as Interim
Associate Pastor, passed away on January 3, 2023 in Seal Beach, California, USA at
age 79. She got her wish to celebrate the new year with all their 3 children and 4
grandchildren before going on Hospice care and staying at home in her own bed.
Jeff says of her: “She was the love of my life, my partner in ministry and my world
traveling companion. | miss her greatly. Aloa was Christ-centered, joyful, caring,
generous and creative. She called out the best in me and challenged me to
renew my commitment to share the gospel of Jesus Christ where ever | go.”
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BOARD TRANSITIONS

The AFCU is thankful for the many gifts of the following as they leave the board or assume new
functions. Everyone has worked so hard to help out our 3 international churches!

Retired from the Board

Lexi Benson, Rev. Ben Coltvet (former ACB pastor), Margit Coltvet (former Associate in Ministry
ACB), Kate Koob

Transition to Associate Board
John Benson, Jerry Burns, Bob DelLuryea (former Board President), Lynda Deluryea, Don Eppert,
Helen Hustad

A warm WELCOME to hew members!

Jenn Cavanaugh (2023, Associate Board) has a M.A. Theology and the Arts from
FullerSeminary and is a freelance writer, editor, and teacher living in Seattle. During
her 5+ years at the ACP, she served as Vice Moderator, as well as on the Christian
Education and Welcome & Inclusion committees. Best of all, she got to sing in the
choir.

Radford Laney (2023, Board of Directors) was elected to the AFCU Board in April
2023. He and his wife Lisa were memlbers of ACP from 2010 to 2013, during which
time Radford served as Secretary and then Moderator of the ACP Council. Radford
and Lisa reside in Wayne, PA.

1 David Van Cleve (2022, Board of Directors, HR) has thirty years’ experience as an
%= American diplomat serving twice in Paris, twice in Budapest, Hungary, as well as
Warsaw, Poland, Islamalbad, Pakistan, Singapore and Washington, DC. In Paris,
® David was active in the Men’sMinistry at ACP as well as serving on the Pastoral Search
Committee that called Paul Rock to ACP. He and his wife, Marleigh, have two adult
children, Sally and Sammy, and as well as a charming but incorrigible pug, Frodo.

22 Marleigh White (2022, Associate Board) is the immediate past Moderator of the
American Church of Paris (2019-2021), where she worked with senior pastors Scott
Herr, and OdetteLockwood-Stewart. She and her husband David have been active
in ACP during both of their diplomatic tours in Paris (2009- 2014; 2018-2021). Marleigh
has a master’s in clinical social work and has volunteered and worked part time in
different counseling capacities while living abroad.

Kitty McKinsey, (New VCC Moderator) Kitty McKinsey, serving as Moderator of the
Vienna Community Church since January, first joined the VCC in 1985. After decades
of moving around the globe as a journalist and aid worker serving refugees, she
returned to Vienna and became active in the church again in 2018. She counts
Vienna as her permanent home now — not least because of its three opera houses.

(see our website, afcubridge.org)
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SUPPORTING THE AFCU AND

THE THREE MEMBER CHURCHES

We welcome the supporters who want to impact the world through the vibrant ministries of the American
Church in Paris (ACP), the American Church in Berlin (ACB), and the Vienna Community Church (VCC).
If interested in donating, please join us by following the instructions below. Your gifts are important
and appreciated!

The AFCU is an IRS 501(c)(3) organization. Donations are tax deductible for US tax purposes.
To designate your donation to a specific ministry, include that as additional information by entering
AFCU, ACP, ACB, or VCC in the memo or additional information line.

1) Donate Online using PayPal or your credit card account:
Go to the AFCU web site at https://afcubridge.org and use the DONATE tab.

2) Donate directly from your bank using Zelle: Use
the following email address to identify the AFCU: afcufinsec@afcubridge.org

3) Mail your check contribution to:
American & Foreign Christian Union
c/o Treasurer
2885 Sanford Ave. SW #29934
Grandville, Ml 49418

4) Donate gifts of stock: Contact the AFCU Treasurer at
afcutreasurer@afcubridge.org for transfer instructions.

Rev. Dr. Tina Blair, Bridge Editor; afcueditor@afcubridge.org Bridge Team: Jenn Cavanaugh, Ardith Meier, Jody Smith
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