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The American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) is a 
US-based 501 (c) (3) organization that supports the 
American Church in Paris, the American Church in 
Berlin, and the Vienna Community Church.  Focusing 
primarily on alumni and friends of these churches, the 
AFCU manages endowment funds to support these 
churches, stimulates donations to grow these funds, 
and offers consultation and direct support to assist 
these churches in their operations.  Please visit 
www.afcubridge.org for more information. 

President’s Message 

Spring 2017 

 Dear Friends, 

As I begin my letter today, I am reminded of a verse 
from Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians. "We give 
thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of 
you in our prayers, constantly bearing in mind your 
faith and labor of love and steadfastness in the Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

Yes, thank you!  Thank you for your prayers and 
generous contributions to the AFCU and the three 
European churches that we support.  

Some recent highlights of improvements that your 
support have made possible include: 1. significant security improvements and a 
new accessibility lift for people with disabilities at the American church in Paris, 2. 
the completion of a heated conference room and badly needed upgraded 
restrooms at the American church in Berlin, and 3. a new meeting point for the 
Vienna Community Church that now permits the congregation to have its own 
facility for special services, social events, and meetings. 

All of these projects are critical to the health and growth of these congregations 
and have been made possible by strong leadership in the churches and your 
generosity. Again.......Thank you! 

The three European churches play serious roles in their communities and are 
beacons of light in furthering the gospel of Jesus Christ. For example, approximately 
1500 people attended the Christmas Eve service at the ACP. The ACP also sponsors 
important "Thurber" lectures featuring world renowned speakers, and provides 
numerous other programs for the English-speaking Paris community. In Berlin, the 
ACB again participated in the annual Berliner DOM Christmas Caroling service at the 
large Berliner Dom cathedral, a program that ACB helped to organize 24 years ago. 
Vienna continues to operate "Project Centipede," supporting orphans in Romania 
and several children's programs in South India. 

Continued on page 2 

The Mission of the American and Foreign Christian Union is 

to support the International, English speaking, ecumenical 
churches whose ministries bear witness to Jesus Christ. In 
partnership with our member churches, we will strive to 
develop and manage a strong financial base to further their 
programs. We will nurture and strengthen our alumni ties and 
lend support to the pastors, leadership and members of these 
churches through our care and prayers. 

Have you moved 
recently? Please 
update your contact 
information with us by 
sending an email to 
AFCUeditor@afcubridge.org 
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These are only a few examples of how the churches support their congregation and communities as well as maintaining a 
missional focus of serving others in need. Be sure to check out the websites of the individual churches and read forward in this 
edition of “The Bridge” to read more about what is happening in them. 

The year 2017 is a very special year for protestant churches around the world since it is the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 
that was begun in Germany by Martin Luther in 1517. ACB Pastor Steve Kienberger, from the last edition of “The Bridge,” 
commented that he was invited to attend the 350th Anniversary of Frederick Evangelical Lutheran Church in St. Thomas, U. S. 
Virgin Islands, where he previously served. He stated, “This predominantly West Indian congregation attests to the global reach of 
the Reformation and the diverse peoples and cultures that are part of the Holy Spirit’s call to renew and reform the Church, not 
only in the 16th century, but also in our day and age.”  Our challenge today is to continue to fulfill Christ’s command to bring the 
Gospel to all nations and peoples. 

The AFCU is now focused on planning for our annual board and development meetings to be held in Vienna, Austria during May 12
-14, 2017. We are eager to fellowship with the VCC community, and to see and assemble in their new Meeting Point. We thank 
the VCC team for helping to organize the meeting.  

I invite you to attend the American churches when visiting Berlin, Paris, and Vienna to experience firsthand their commitment to 
the gospel. Be a FRIEND by supporting the churches with your prayers and financial support. When giving through the AFCU your 
gifts are tax-deductible. Also, if you have the desire to continue serving these churches with your time and talent after returning to 
your home country, please contact me or another member of the AFCU Board. We always welcome new volunteers!  

May God bless you and your steadfast love. 
In Christ, 
 
 

Ted Ziemann 
AFCU President 

P.S. Be sure to check out the new AFCU website at www.AFCUbridge.org and page around to see new features.  

President’s Message, continued from page 1 

Supporters of Our Three Beloved Churches: 

In our last issue of The Bridge, we posted an article covering 
the services of the InFaith Community Foundation   (https://
www.infaithfound.org) based in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  
InFaith is a faith-based organization committed to offering 
personalized giving opportunities to individuals, families, 
churches, organizations, etc.  In this issue, I’d like to relay our 
experience working with InFaith to begin our “Donor Advised 
Fund.”   
For decades, my wife and I knew we wanted to leave a por-

tion of our acquired assets to various charities including the 

three churches supported by the American & Foreign Chris-

tian Union.  We set aside blocks of mutual funds and stocks 

to be received by churches and other charities upon our 

death, thus avoiding potential inheritance liabilities to our 

living heirs.  It wasn’t until we connected with InFaith did we 

realize we could be receiving a tax deduction from these do-

nations while still alive.  InFaith’s cordial and helpful staff 

efficiently walked us through the procedures to establish our 

Donor Advised Fund.  We began in 2016 by transferring a 

block of assets (mutual funds) to our new InFaith fund and 

immediately realized a tax deduction for the full donation, 

even though these funds will not go to the designated church 

until the time of our deaths.  In the meantime, these funds 

grow and are constantly monitored. The results of InFaith’s 

supervision has certainly outpaced where the assets were in 

years past.  Furthermore, the tax deduction received can be 

used over the next five years if not able to use it all this year.  

Our Donor Advised Fund remains flexible, meaning we can 

add or take away charitable 501-C3 designees, adjust 

amounts to each and select invested instruments.  We could 

not be more pleased with InFaith’s service. We highly recom-

mend working with InFaith Community Foundation to fulfil 

your charitable giving goals, no matter the size. 

Don Krump 

AFCU Development Committee Co-Chair  

Creating a Charitable Legacy 

(With Tax Benefits Now!) 

http://www.AFCUbridge.org
https://www.infaithfound.org
https://www.infaithfound.org
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Continued on page 4 

The AFCU Heritage Society was founded 17 years ago to 
encourage supporters of our partner churches (the 
American Church in Paris, the American Church in Berlin, 
or the Vienna Community Church) to include them in 
their estate plans. To date we can report that over 50 
individuals have reported they have made plans to 
support one or more of these churches in their estate 
plan. 
 
For many, the contribution of a gift as part of an estate 
plan represents a significant decision on the part of the 
donor.  This gift may represent many years of a lifetime 
of savings on the part of the donor. The care used by 
donors to accumulate these funds is very much 
appreciated and is followed on by investment care by the 
AFCU. 
 
Separate endowment funds have been set up to support 
each of our partner churches.  These receive professional 
management at U. S. Trust.  Furthermore, the AFCU 
Board has several experienced financial professionals 
who oversee the activities of U. S. Trust.  In this way we 
try to insure that AFCU funds are being prudently 
managed. 
 
How are people donating to the AFCU in their estate 
plan?  As you probably know there are many vehicles 

that are used when planning for an estate distribution.  
Examples include direct bequests from wills or trusts, 
donations from retirement plan assets, charitable gift 
annuities, charitable lead trusts, life insurance policies, 
and many other possibilities.  

 
For the most part donors have indicated that their 
bequests to the AFCU will be specific amounts as stated 
in their will.  A few have indicated their bequest will be a 
percentage of their IRA Retirement account.  Donor 
advised funds and life insurance policies are also 
represented.  
 
If you would like to take steps for future gifting as part of 
your estate plan, please contact us at our e-mail address: 
afcuheritage@afcubridge.org. 

 

Robert DeLuryea 
Heritage Society 

The Heritage Society   

2016 Donor List 

The American & Foreign Christian Union would like to thank all of those who made donations in support of 

our ministries during 2016.  Your support is valuable to the ministries we serve:  The American Church in 

Paris, The American Church in Berlin, and the Vienna Community Church.    

Ben & Marie-Christine Aller 
Jim & Marilyn Ault 
Gilbert & Elenor Austin 
John J Baughman 
Jane & Charles Beach 
John-Paul Beeghly 
Tom & Liz Benson 
Victor & Deborah Bird 
Christine Blair 
Kathryn Bogie 
Pam Bohl & Joel Babb 
Renee E Boyd 
Elizabeth Brashear 
Bright Fund Foundation 
Dick & Donna Bright 

Charles T & Edda Brown 
Chris & Carol Brown 
Philip & Roberta Brown 
Anthony & Mary Burger 
Misty Burgio 
Francis Burgweger & Kathleen Wessel 
Erin R Burke 
Jerry & Pat Burns 
Scott & Debbie Butler 
Margorie Calder 
Donald & Ruth Campbell 
Pierre Cantin 
Gary Carlson 
Guyle & Deborah Cavin 
Eunice Chapon 

Caroline & Yarrow Cheney 
Helen B Clarke 
Daniel & Marsha Coats 
Ben & Margit Coltvet 
Jack R & Jessica Cox 
Donna Colvill Crim 
Alison Daifuku 
Denise Dampierre 
John & Ruth Decker 
Walter & Patsy Ann Deitrich  
Bob and Lynda DeLuryea 
Katherine J Dierker  
Bruce & Christine Digby 
William & Elizabeth Dixon 
Tom & Gail Duggan 

mailto:afcuheritage@afcubridge.org


www.afcubridge.org  4 

 

 

 

2016 Donor List, continued from page 3 

During January 2017 donor statements were mailed to all those for whom we have current addresses.  If 

you made a donation during 2016 and your name does not appear on the above list and/or you have not 

received a year end giving statement, kindly contact the Development Committee Chair, Russ McNaughton, 

at russmacton@aol.com. 

Daniel & Cheryl Dunson 
Kenneth & Jan Duvall 
Glenda Ehrmann 
Frederick Elder 
Thomas Enow 
Donald and Katherine Eppert 
Caron & Floyd Farmer 
Don & Catherine Farnan 
Aaron Fetterolf 
Norm & Adrienne Findley 
Jonas Fischer 
Jennifer Foster 
John & Mary Beth Foster 
Gregg & Megan Foster 
Judith Foulke 
Jaquelyn Fournier-Clark 
Samuel Franklin 
Robert & Alice Gardiner 
Charles Gay 
John & Linda Goetz 
Edwin Good 
Nate & Courtney Groves 
Robert & Susan Guyett 
Karen Halac & Jean-Luc Sinniger 
Herald T Halvorsen 
Heartspring Methodist Foundation 
William Heydorn 
James & Marta Hobbs 
Alan & Denise Holzhausen 
Karen Hong 
Jack & Helen Hustad 
John & Jean Humber 
Mark & Angel Hutchinson 
Alice Kienberger- Iverson 
Albert & Evelyn Jadot Trust 
Timothy & Keri Johnston 
Judith Kaaua 
Larry & Carol Kalajainen  
Jane A Kendall & David Dietz 
Lisa Kimbro 
JoAnn King 
Gilbert  & Seiko Kirkham 
Clinton & Anne Knowles 
Kathryn Koob 
Christopher & Claire Kramme 
Don & Sharon Krump 
Jerry & Rita Krupp 
Arthur & Lisa Laney 

Judith Lange 
Howard & Wiepske Larsen 
Kathryn Lindquist 
Kristina Elizabeth Lindstedt 
James & Odette Lockwood-Stewart 
Carol & Rudolf Loperena  
William & Luz MacArthur 
Claudia Mann 
Sandra D Marchese 
Margaret Mason 
William & Mary Mason 
Ellen Maycock 
Russell & Carol McNaughton 
Ardith J Meier 
JoAnn & Serle Mosoff Messina 
Calvin Marshall Mew 
Eugene A & Lois A Miller 
Francois Misiak 
Paul & Susan Mitchell 
Laurana & Charles Mitchelmore 
Ian Mooney 
David & Laura Moore 
Richard & Cynda Morehead                 
Richard Morford 
Bruce & Nancy Morgan 
Christopher Morgan 
Debbie Morrison 
Kyle Mroczkowski 
Donald & Ruth Myers 
National Community Church 
Leslie & Carol Nelson 
Kathryn Nelson-Emily 
Thomas Stephen Neubig 
Nissan North America, Inc. 
John & Marie Snider O’Donnell 
Frank & Amy Parker 
Joseph & Diana Parker 
Brian & Almuth Payne  
Sally Ann Pease 
David & Sharon Perry 
Wesley & Wendi Pirkle 
Lynda Pitts 
Curt Plyler & Kristin  Eldridge 
Lewis & Pat Poag 
George & Lucreta Pope 
Mark & Nicole Primmer 
Sondra Proctor 
Christopher & Laetitia Pruszko 

John & Norma Puckett 
Punch Media Group 
Eunice Raar 
Perrin & Laurel Radley 
Resurrection Lutheran Church 
Elida Rhenals 
Evangeline Rimbach 
Kenneth & Marcia Rislov 
Wesley & Sida Roberts 
Kenneth T Rock 
Edward & Elyse Rogers 
Karl & Marjorie Sue Roider 
Richard & Sue Scheu 
Pamela &  Ken Schulz 
Lynn Shaler  
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Annick Sibue 
Carol & Michael Simpson 
Michael & Sheila Slimbarski 
Dustin & Jody Smith  
Benjamin Snyder 
Lyle & Kathleen Steinmehl 
David & Pamela Stitely 
Darrell & Carol Strobel 
Dean Swanson 
Joe & Marilyn Swing 
Charles & Sharon Taylor 
Andrew Teng 
Lyle & Penny Tollefsrud 
Virginia D Vonreichbauer 
Jon & Julie Voskuil 
Martha & Jerry Wagley 
Robert Walker 
Johannes Weertman 
William & Gail Weyerhaeuser 
Jon Jr. & Melissa Wheeler 
Rev. James & Luray Wiberg 
Stephen & Debbie Wilkowski 
Kathleen Williams  
Laura E Williamson 
Joseph & Margaret Wilson 
Peter Wilson 
Thomas & Grace Wilson 
Charles Young 
Ted & Betty Ziemann  
Zion Lutheran Church 
Karen Zumbrunn  

mailto:russmacton@aol.com
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The Vienna Connection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.viennacommunitychurch.com 

Witnessing the Lord’s Blessings in Vienna!  

After six months of serving the congregation of the Vienna 
Community Church, I am delighted and humbled by the love and 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ in our church life! Our time 
together has been an uplifting, exciting and moving ministry for 
all of us, a time of adjusting, a time of building our activity 
together, and a time of rejoicing with the Lord! I am thankful to 
Him, and to all the members and ALUMNI of our church, because 
we have taken a huge step forward together, and I cannot even 
count all the blessings and miracles that have been given to us! 
 
All members and leaders have served tirelessly and cooperatively, 
always seeing the big picture ahead of us. We have received a 
new vision statement from the Lord which guides us towards our 
future: “We Praise God by Reaching People for Christ!”  As a 
result, at the end of November we welcomed ten new members 
and their children into our church family. Personally, through the 
congregation, I have new friends and coworkers, a suitable home 

and all that we need now and for the future. I never seen a church so much united in our plans for the future and 
having no conflicts or power games, a church family where our relationship and ministry are overwhelmingly 
characterized by trust, support, prayers and willingness. We have a promising future in Jesus Christ, a wonderful 
new year ahead of us!  
 
Since God speaks to us in many ways, one new focus of attention at the church is to sense His presence and hear 
His voice through praise songs and music. Our church is well known for its music, and praise brings us instant 
attention, soothing comfort, excitement, and passion as it opens our hearts and lifts our spirits before the Lord. 
We understand that it is completely different to performance oriented secular music and therefore we align our 
singing and music with God’s Vision for His church. Our primary goal is to praise the Lord and to help people to be 
engaged in worship. Our newly formed Praise Band would like to follow exactly this vision as an evangelical 
ministry, guided by Biblical principles and Kingdom objectives as we reach out in the community. 
 
Worship is the centre of our life. As a 
congregation, we praise God in unity, 
whether we are old and young, whether 
our tastes are traditional or 
contemporary, whether we are church 
members or newcomers. We would like 
to grow in faith, in music, in singing and 
praise together as a family and as 
disciples of Jesus and move in on an 
unlimited field of miracles. Let us “Sing to 
the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all 
the earth.”  (Psalm 96:1)  
 
I would like to express my deepest gratitude and 

thanks to all of our ALUMNI. Please keep us in your prayers as we keep you in our prayers as well. Here in Vienna we  are 

looking forward to continuing to serve together with you and to building up our beloved church with the Lord’s help!  God’s 

blessings be with you all!  

Yours in Christ, Pastor Gábor  

2016 VCC New Members 
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Hosting the AFCU Spring Meeting in Vienna 

Here in Vienna we are enjoying making plans to welcome members of the AFCU for its 
Spring Meeting on 12 and 13 May.  Although the meeting itself will be those two days 
only, what would a visit to Vienna be without  a few extracurricular activities spilling over 
to the previous and following day? Thus, we are looking forward to welcoming 
participants at a reception on Thursday evening, and hope that many will stay for our 
Sunday service. 

Perhaps the main impetus for our invitation to host the meeting arose from the 
acquisition of our new Meeting Point, with generous support by several AFCU members supplementing that of 
our own members.  Although this important development occurred only two years ago, it is hard now for our 
VCC congregation to imagine church life without our own premises and the wide range of activities that they 
facilitate, many of which are mentioned by our Moderator, Mary Geissler, in this issue.  A few of our AFCU 
friends who have been to Vienna recently have visited the Meeting Point, and we are proud to be able to use it in 
May to host the forthcoming gathering. 

Rosalind Laimer and I are assisting the Board in coordinating the planning.  Early on we established good contact 
with Ted Ziemann and other key AFCU friends familiar 
with Vienna, and progress is well advanced.   The 
schedule includes dinner at good Viennese eateries, and 
before-dinner drinks at my home Friday evenng. A 
special feature will be Rainer’s walking tour “From 
Schwedenplatz to Karlsplatz“ after the meeting closes on 
Saturday. As Mary rightly mentioned, Rainer is known for 
conducting excellent tours, greatly enhanced by his 
encyclopaedic knowledge of history. 

For those able to stay long enough, we will visit a 
“Heuriger“ Sunday evening, where we can enjoy food 
from a typical Heuriger buffet washed down with good 
local wine. Hard to believe that this international capital 
has its very own vineyards within the city limits, and the 
wine they offer can certainly hold its own! 

We’d like to remind everybody that May is a busy month in Austria, so if you haven’t already booked your hotel, 
now is the time to do so.  You will find a warm welcome awaiting you here in Vienna! 

Anne Storey 
Fellowship Chair 

Christmas  at the Vienna Community Church 2016 

Joseph & Mary Three Kings & STAR 
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 Know From Whence You Came 

VCC in the Making 

“Know from whence you came. If you know whence you came, there are 
absolutely no limitations to where you can go.”* 

 

This is Part II of a three part series about the VCC. In my first article, I described the 

founding of the VCC in 1957. In Part II, you will be able to read the letter sent by VCC’s 

first permanent pastor, Prof. Dr. Alexander McKelway, on the occasion of VCC’s 50th 

Anniversary, in which he outlined his efforts to lead the VCC to develop its identity as an 

ecumenical Protestant church in Austria through its engagement in the community, and 

creation of many traditions over the years that are relevant to its mission as an 

international, inter denominational and ecumenical church.   

From Whence We Came 

The early years of VCC were spent building relationships both inside and outside of the Church. Interestingly, a 

feature of our early services was that it was held in both English and German. We were fortunate that Pastor 

McKelway memorialized his time and his many ups and downs 

as VCC’s first permanent pastor in his letter of 15 February 1978. 

He noted: "From 1958 to 1960 I learned how to be a pastor and 

the congregation learned how to be a church." On the occasion 

of its 50th anniversary year in 2005, the Vienna Community 

Church was recognized as an official congregation under the 

auspices of the Reformed Church in Austria. This act paved the 

way for the VCC to purchase the Meeting Point in 2014 and 

provided the opportunity for the VCC to expand its ministry and 

fellowship activities.  

VCC Traditions 

Many traditions from earlier years have come and gone, such as Bill’s 
Book Table, the Pumpkin Pie Fest to commemorate the U.S. Thanksgiving 
in which the Thanksgiving Proclamation was read by the bilateral U.S. 
Ambassador, or the VCC Varied Cultures Celebration, a multi-cultural 
fundraiser. In their footsteps, other new activities were started, such as 
the Festival of the Senses (a gourmet festival), the Christmas Potluck, 
and Film Night held at the VCC Meeting Point.  

A constant at the VCC is always music: music that uplifts and inspires our 

Sunday Worship Services and other aspects of VCC life. The music comes 

from a variety of sources, such as the VCC’s own choir or guest choirs, as 

well as singers and instrumentalists from the Church, as well as, guest 

singers and musicians. Also, there are opportunities to listen to music 

through specially organized concerts from our extremely talented musicians, their friends and colleagues. Anne 

Peschek, who is a former VCC Choir Director and a member for over 40 years, awards a 500 Euro stipend to a 

Anne Peschek, former VCC Choir 

Director, at the piano forte during a 

Wienerwald Kammerensemble 

concert which she directed. 

Continued on page  8 
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Know From Whence You Came - continued from page 7 

musician who has made an outstanding contribution to music at 

the VCC in a particular year. Under the Choir Director, Kristor 

Hustad (son of Helen and Pastor Jack Hustad), the Collegium 

Dorotheum was founded to perform sacred music; Johan Botha 

sang regularly at VCC’s Worship services when he was in Vienna, 

as well as being the featured singer at a VCC Mother’s Day 

Concert and other fundraising events for the VCC; and, just 

recently, Sandra Nel (soprano), the VCC Music Chair, introduced 

her new CD and held a fundraising concert, Being Loved. In which 

eighty percent of the proceeds were donated to the VCC, which 

proceeds, in turn, were used to enhance VCC’s music capability. 

Into the Future 

With an overview of our past, the last article in this series that is slated to be published in the Summer of 2017 

will describe our efforts to seek and follow God’s plan for the VCC into the future and how the Meeting Point is 

playing an integral part in strengthening the bonds of fellowship and allowing VCC to assist in fulfilling its mission.  

The source for the information on Pastor McKelway was taken from The Vienna Community Church, International 

Ecumenical Life in Vienna, painstakingly researched and written by VCC members Heinz and Louise Pickart to 

celebrate VCC’s 50th anniversary in 2007. 

*Quote attributed to James Baldwin, American novelist, essayist, playwright, poet, and social critic 

Mickela Moore 

Property Chair and acting Publicity Chair 

Sandra Nel after her Being Loved fund-

raising concert on 26 November 2016. 

More Christmas  at the Vienna Community Church 2016 

Matasushita Family lighting the 

Fourth Advent Candle 
Little Angels 
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Letter from Prof. Dr. Alexexander McKelway 

Continued on page  10 
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Dr. McKelway’s Letter - continued from page 9 
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How do you host over 100,000 guests to your city in the space of three 
days? Welcome to Berlin this year from May 24-27, 2017 as the capital of 
Germany plays host to the Protestant Church festival known as 
Kirchentag. Kirchentag is a festival that occurs every two years and is 
hosted by various cities throughout Germany. This year the main focus of 
Kirchentag will be in Berlin. Since it is also the year of the 500th 
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, however, the closing worship 
will be held just one hour to the south in the town of Wittenberg where 
almost 500 years ago on October 31, 1517 Luther nailed his 95 theses on 
the Castle Church door of that university town. This invitation to debate 
certain church practices is thought to give rise to the Protestant 
Reformation in Germany. The logistics of moving ca. 140,000 people from 
Berlin to Wittenberg (200,000 total expected) for the closing worship is 
mind boggling, but the German church leaders seem surprisingly 
confident in their ability.  

The American Church in Berlin will be deeply involved in the events of this church festival. We have been asked to 
lead one of the many opening worship events on Thursday, May 24, for the first day of Kirchentag. That same day 
at the Evening of Encounter, we will have an interactive booth at one of the largest street festivals ever, on Unter 
den Linden, Berlin’s main street leading from the Brandenburg Gate to Alexanderplatz. We will be able to 
introduce our congregation and its international ministry to the thousands of guests attending this church 
festival. Due to the flexibility and new sound system in the church (made possible through the support of the 
AFCU), ACB has been chosen as a host site for various musical artists during the Berlin portion of the event, May 
24-26, and the English language worship on Friday evening, May 25. We are excited and honored to play a part in 
such an amazing festival. Indeed, it is the fulfillment of our mission to welcome all people, serve our neighbors in 
Berlin, grow together in Christ Jesus, and celebrate God’s amazing love. 

The theme of this Kirchentag comes from Genesis 
16:13. In this portion of scripture an angel of God 
comes to Hagar and tells her of the promised birth of 
her son, Ishmael. She responds that God is a God who 
sees us: 13 She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to 
her: “You are the God who sees me,” for she said, “I 
have now seen the One who sees me” (NIV translation). 
The God who sees all creation (Genesis 1:31) and 
pronounces it “good” represents the kind of divine 
spiritual sight that each of us need. Being seen by God 
is at the foundation of humanity’s dignity. Our God sees 
us and invites us to see and recognize one another as 
God’s great diverse family. In the parish I served in 
Norway one of the members founded an organization 
by the name of “Sabona” that sought to give aid to poor rural communities in Zimbabwe. “Sabona” is the greeting 
that they give one another and it literally means “I see you,” “I acknowledge your existence.” To be seen, 
recognized, and called by name is at the heart of what it means to be human. This is also at the heart of God who 
sees into our hearts and knows us from the inside out. Being seen and acknowledged is also the beginning for 
reconciliation and peaceful co-existence.  

In a profound way the support of the AFCU makes visible the work of our international ministries in Vienna, Paris, 
and Berlin. We are grateful to the AFCU and for the many gifts that we receive from the 

The Berlin Connection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.americanchurchberlin.de 

“You are the God who sees me.” 
Genesis 16:13 

Continued on page  12 
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The Berlin Connection, continued from page 11 

members and friends of the AFCU. Your attention to our ministry, your 
recognition and acknowledgement of our existence makes possible the vital 
witness that we are able to provide to those who come into our fellowship and to 
our host countries. As we faithfully witness to God’s love in Christ Jesus to the 
diverse family of God that constitutes our congregations a new way of seeing one 
another emerges; a new way of encountering the God who sees us and becomes 
visible through Christ’s body in the world. 

May the God become visible in Christ Jesus, our Lord, bless you this festive year, 
2017!  

Pastor Steve Kienberger 
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    The Paris Connection 

 

 

 

 

 

www.acparis.org 

Continued on page 14 

Dear Members and Friends of the ACP,   

Warm greetings to you from a still cold and wintry Paris. It’s been said 
that the only constant in life is change, and there has been quite a bit of 
change in recent months. In the midst of disorienting shifts in the 
political landscape in various countries, and closer to home changes in 
staff here at the ACP, Lamentations 3:19-26 has been on my mind: “The 
thought of my affliction and my homelessness is wormwood and gall! My 
soul continually thinks of it and is bowed down within me. But this I call 
to mind, and therefore have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases, his mercies never come to an end, they are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness.” 

I remember as a young boy in Lancaster Pennsylvania standing in 
worship with my grandmother and singing the famous hymn based on 
this verse, “Great is Thy Faithfulness.” My grandmother took my little 
hand into her own, looked down at me and said, “Scott, this is my 
favourite hymn.”  It has been one of my favourites since then and has 
always been a source of inspiration and hope in transition times that are 
troubling or full of uncertainty.  

Two other helpful quotes have emerged in recent weeks: The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said at one of his SCLC 
conferences, “Difficult and painful as it is, we must walk on in the days ahead with an audacious faith in the future!”  
and from a pastoral colleague: “Do not miss the opportunity in every crisis!”  

In fact, even in these turbulent times, there are opportunities to experience God’s faithfulness and love. For 
example, there are almost 60 people attending the current ALPHA course, and we had a tremendous start to the 
Thurber lectures with Rev. Cleve Tinsley IV and Dr. Matthew Russell (you can watch the video as a link is posted on 
our website), and the first Women’s Gathering of the year with Alexia Rabé was a great success with over 50 
women in attendance. Serve the City is up and running with new leadership in place, and we are looking forward to 
welcoming two new colleagues to serve as interim pastoral leadership for the Youth and Young Adults ministries.  

Our theme verse for this year is “Seek the shalom of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord 
on its behalf, for in its shalom you will find your shalom...” (Jeremiah 29:7). The word shalom is often translated as 
peace, but has a much richer meaning than simply an absence of violence. It can be translated as “the way it’s 
supposed to be,” and implies health, flourishing, wholeness and generativity. Shalom is something to which we are 
called by God to pursue in the spheres of our personal lives, our relationships with others, and of course in the the 
larger societal and political relationships of our world.  

At a recent reception I was able to meet one of the leaders of one of the Alcoholics Anonymous groups that meet at 
the ACP, and he shared the story that 30 years ago he was drinking a bottle of vodka a day. He walked into the 
Thurber Room for an AA meeting, and he said it was “a miracle.” He has been sober and helping other to gain 
sobriety ever since. Two weeks ago I meet with two Muslim sheikhs and a rabbi to learn more about their 
experiences in France. The Rabbi, a friend, will be giving a lecture next month to share more about how God calls us 
to live together in peace from a Jewish perspective. And Professor Tariq Ramadan is coming over from Oxford 
University to speak about peace from an Islamic perspective.  

It’s been said, “the truth will set you free, but first it makes you mad.” In order to pursue peace-making as followers 
of Jesus, sometimes we need to engage with people who have very different views than we do. Sometimes we need 
to engage with those whom we may consider to be our enemies. Jesus put it bluntly: “Love your enemies.” I still 
haven’t figured out how to do that without first getting to know them and better understand how they see the 
world and their place in it.  

Even amidst all of the ambiguities and perplexities of our current world, we believe we have a unique opportunity 
at the ACP to wrestle with the truth at a deeper level and call to mind God’s great faithfulness and steadfast love. 
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In recent months you may have heard the name Franco American Community Center of Paris or FACCP used in 
conjunction with activities in and around the ACP. The French government, desiring to maintain a separation of 
church and state, provides for two types of non-profit organizations or associations. The first type is the “culturelle 
(cultural) association” the laws of which were established in 1901. Then in 1905 the French government created 
another type of non-profit “cultuelle (religious) association” which was conceived specifically for churches and 
other religious organizations and, as such, is subject to a narrowly defined sphere of operations. 

The ACP is a 1905 (religious) association that serves the needs of the strictly defined “religious” activities of our 
church. Over the years, our missions have broadened to include not expressly religious organizations as well as 
organizations that are outside the territory of France, which was not anticipated by the laws of 1905 associations. 
Additionally, our funding needs to maintain the beautiful, historical ACP facilities have grown much more 
significantly than our sources of funds from members and friends of the church. Over time the sources of funds 
have evolved to include events like Bloom Where You’re Planted, the Marché de Noël, and the Christmas and 
Habitat Concerts. Additionally, a significant portion of ACP’s funding comes from rental income. All of these 
developments are positive and they contribute not only enrichment in our outreach to the congregation and the 
community of Paris but also important funding for our building, religious programs and missions. Unfortunately, the 
1905 law for religious organizations did not envisage nor does it allow religious organizations this degree of 
diversion from strict receipt of congregational gifts for funding the limited religious activities to the local 
congregation and within France. 

FACCP, a 1901 “cultural association” was formed in 1996 to receive donations from corporate donors, but it was 
eventually allowed to go dormant. In recent years, however, ACP’s financial auditors and legal advisors have 
suggested to our leadership that we revive this 1901 association and transfer ACP’s activities that are more 
compatible with the laws of a 1901 association to the FACCP. Late in 2015, the Council voted to follow through with 
this advice and took action to revive the FACCP. Since that time, the officers of FACCP and the ACP finance 
committee have been working to organize the financial and administrative aspects of this change. While it is not an 
easy process, it is considered necessary to ensure that the ACP fully complies with the 1905 association laws and 
does not jeopardize its status as a religious association in France. 

What does this mean for our members, friends and the public that enter the ACP on a regular basis? Not much will 
change. For tenants renting space in the building there might be a change in the name of the lessor from ACP to 
FACCP. For some functions, tickets might be sold by the FACCP instead of the ACP. And some of the missions we 
fund may receive a check from the FACCP whereas they formerly received a check from the ACP. As Pierre Lisbonis, 
who has spent much time on this transition has said, “The FACCP is really like a trailer that follows along directly 
behind the ACP and carries out certain of the functions previously handled by the ACP.” If you have any questions 
about the FACCP feel free to contact, Pierre, Julia Kung, or Pam Bohl. Any of us will be happy to discuss it with you. 

What is the FACCP and Why Does it Exist? 

By Pam Bohl 

We believe we are uniquely gifted and called to grow as a community which not only receives but also shares God’s 
mercies with our neighbors…and even our enemies.  

As always, if you will be coming to Paris we would love to see you and to thank you personally for your continuing 
prayers and faithful support for the ministry and mission of our diverse and dynamic outpost of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. And either way, I pray we all will live with audacious hope in the future and be both recipients and 
dispensers of God’s grace and peace!   
 In Christ,  

Continued from page 13 
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Introducing the ACP Intern 

Dear Friends of ACP, 

My name is Emily Chesley. I am the present Youth & 
Young Adult Intern at the American Church in Paris, 
and I currently direct the ministries for youth (ages 11-
18) and young adults (ages 18-30). I was asked to share 
a bit about myself and what I do. 

I was born in Brussels to American parents, but spent 
the first 16 years of my life in the country of Chad 
where they were missionaries. I grew up speaking 
French and Migaama, a local tribal language, outside, 
and English at home.  I moved to Yaoundé, the capital 
of Cameroon, to attend an international boarding 
school for my last two years of high school. I loved the 
life of an MK (missionary kid) and it has given me a 
deep passion for missions and a concern for the world. 

After graduation, I transplanted to Azusa Pacific Uni-
versity near Los Angeles where I majored in Christian 
Ministries with a concentration in Intercultural Minis-
try. I was involved in my local church (Village Covenant 
Church) and co-led the young adults group my senior 
year. My primary ministry focus, though, was with the 
international student community where I volunteered 
and, eventually, interned. I helped organize and run 
International Student Orientation, worked for Interna-
tional Chapel, and organized the American-
International small groups.  

During the summers I continued with global ministry. 
One summer I worked as a counselor for a Christian 
English-language camp for international high school 
and university students; another summer I went on a 
mission trip to Kolkata, India, to serve in the Mother 
Teresa homes and work with street children. One of 
my favorite experiences was getting to study abroad at 
the University of Oxford, where I studied C. S. Lewis, 
the medieval Christian mystics, and Thatcher-era 
British politics in intensive tutorials. All of these experi-
ences have helped me tremendously in my ministry at 
ACP, where I serve young adults from all over the 
world—many of whom are studying abroad them-
selves. 

My professors encouraged me to pursue higher educa-
tion, so in September 2014, I moved yet again and be-
gan my M.Div. studies at Princeton Theological Semi-
nary in New Jersey. Some of my favorite classes there 
have been on the Cappadocian Fathers, post-Classical 

Greek, and a 6th-century theologian known as Pseudo-
Dionysius. 

I have been privileged to serve in a wide spectrum of 
areas over the years, from a Christian summer camp 
for underprivileged children (mostly foster children) in 
Arizona, to a summer internship on Capitol Hill with 
the Library of Congress. I was the Tutoring Center Ad-
ministrator for a Princeton University outreach pro-
gram to 75+ underrepresented middle school and high 
school students in the community. In my first Field Ed-
ucation placement I served Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Princeton, teaching adult Sunday school classes and 
assisting in worship. I have found the American Church 
in Paris to be both its own unique challenge and an 
easy continuation from my previous areas of service. 

After my year in Paris ends, I will return to Princeton to 
finish my last year of classes and graduate in May 
2018. I have been focusing my studies on Early Church 
History, and I hope to pursue a Ph.D. in Early Christian-
ity and become a university professor. I seek to serve 
the Church through my love of learning, and to always 
incorporate my faith into my studies and my studies 
into my faith. 

Thank you for supporting the ministries of ACP! 

Sincerely, 
Emily Chesley 
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HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE  

 

The American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) supports the American Church 
in Paris (ACP), the American Church in Berlin (ACB), and the Vienna Community 
Church (VCC) through grants to help their programs.  Gifts to the AFCU help to 
increase our support of these churches.  Contributions may be sent to the 
American and Foreign Christian Union at: 

 

AFCU 

2885 Sanford Ave. SW #29934 

Grandville, MI 49418 

 

You may also make gifts to the individual churches. If you wish your gift to be tax 
deductible in the United States, you must make your dollar check payable to the 
AFCU at the above address. Put the words “for ACB” or “ACP” or “VCC” on the 
memo line of your check.  

DONATION INFORMATION 

I PREFER THAT MY DONATION BENEFIT: 

AFCU General Fund _____% ; American Church of Berlin ______%  

American Church in Paris _____%;  Vienna Community Church _____% 

 

Unless otherwise designated, your contributions will go to the General Fund from 

which annual distributions support all of the churches. 

 

 

AMOUNT $__________ Check enclosed:                (preferred) 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: American and Foreign Christian Union 

CREDIT CARD: MasterCard                  Visa          American Express       

Name on Card:  

Card Number:   

Expiration Date (month/year):   

 

DONOR(S):  

Address:  

  

E-mail Address:  

 

MAIL YOUR DONATION TO OUR NEW ADDRESS: 
AFCU Treasurer 
2885 Sanford Ave. SW #29934 
Grandville, MI 49418 
 
Email: AFCU Treasurer@AFCUBridge.org 
Phone:  (937) 427-4537 
PayPal:  www.afcubridge.org 
 
The easiest way to contribute is by going to the AFCU Website:  
www.AFCUBridge.org, then click on “support” and contribute electronically by using 
PAYPAL. 

Unsolicited articles and pictures are 

welcomed.  Next Deadline: June 1, 2017 

Please send them to:  

AFCUEditor@afcubridge.org 

 
 
 
 
Would you like to receive the Bridge via 
email? Send your request to: 
AFCUEditor@afcubridge.org 

PLEASE NOTE OUR 
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