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Hosting the AFCU Spring Meeting in Vienna
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Know From Whence You Came

VCC in the Making
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and Film Night held at the VCC

A constant at the VCC is al ways
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singers and musicians. Al s o, t he

through specially organized concerts from our

Peschek, who is a former VCC Choir Director and
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Letter from Prof. Dr. Alexexander McKelway

Prof.Dr.Alexander McKelway, the first Minister of the Vienna Community
Churech, recalls the founding month in a letter to the congregation.
10-12-07 10:42 FROM: 8044368416 TO: 0114317742543

DAVIDSON COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF RELIGION
DAVIDSON, NORTH CAROLINA 28036 704/ 892- 8020

To the Minister, Congregation and other Friends
of the Vienna Community Church
February 15,1978

Dear Friends
| appreciate very much your Invitation to attend the anniversary celebration of our first pastorate, and T am sorry that
I cannot be with you.

It came as something of a shock to be reminded that twenty years have passed since [ arrived in Vienna to take up a
work which was to mean so much to me. I believe I must have preached my first sermon as pastor in late February or
March of 1958, but the actual service of installation was not until June 22nd. I have dug from my files a copy of that
service, and looking at the long list of clergy participating, have been reminded of many old friends. I understand that
Pfr. Abrahamowicz and Prof. Dantine are still in Vienna, and that Herr Schmidt and his wife are still serving the
church. To them and perhaps others, 1 send my warmest greetings.

The Community Church has always been a transient congregation, and | was not surprised, when | visited in 1970, to
find not a single member left from the years of my service. Such a congregation cannot stay in touch with its past, so
you might be interested in my recollections of the beginning that you are celebrating.

As you know. our church was an outgrowth of services held in a military chapel during the allied occupation of Vienna.
When the troops were with drawn diplomats and their families. students, and other English-speaking Protestants con-
tinucd to meet for Sunday - school and preaching services which were conducted by various English and American
clergymen in Vienna.

Pastor Theodor Althof, the American director of the Lutheran refugee program in Austria, gave much leadership to the
congregation in the interim between the end of the occupation and the founding of the Vienna Community Church.
In the summer of 1957 the American National Council of Churches Overseas Churches Division assisted in prelimi-
nary steps towards organization, and in the fall the congregation began to ook for a full-time minister. The pulpit
committee wrote to theological faculties in various European universities asking for volunteers to come to Vienna to
preach, When I responded to that invitation | knew nothing of the church, nor even that they were seeking a minister.

After my first visit sermon in Vienna, members of the Church Board began to discuss with me the possibility of
becoming the Church's first pastor.

Having just begun a program of doctoral study in Basel, I was reluctant to interrupt my study, but with the under-
standing that I would stay in Vienna only for two years, and with the permission of my teacher, Prof. Karl Barth,
I agreed, and moved there in late February or carly March of 1958.

While I had served congregations in West Virginia and Florida during the summer of my seminary years, [ had never
really served as the permanent minister of a church, so both the congregation and 1 were without experience in the
snterprise we were undertaking.

It was a very apprchensive 26 year-old theological student who arrived alone in Vienna to take up a job which was as
smigue and strange as it was challenging. Fortunately, the diplomatic members (I remember especially the Cushings
2nd the Yoemans) gave me good advice and I was able to avoid some of the pitfalls of the situation. In the first months

»f my pastorate we had to make some fundamental decisions about the nature of this church. . |
[ 2yaydzSR 2 LJI
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First. it must serve the needs of the families. So we organized a church school, congregational social life, and a form
of worship that could serve the whole membership -- from the Baptists to Episcopalians. A Church Constitution was
written and the election and duties of church officers established. An office was set up in the Reformed Church, and
pastoral services of visiting and counsclling were begun. Secondly, the church had to meet the needs of the students
who attended. Since most of those were musicians, we organized a choir, and began church concerts where they could
perform. We also began Sunday-evening discussion groups, and created a social context in which friendships (and
even marriages!) were formed which still continue today.

Thirdly, the church had to serve the many tourists who visit Vienna, especially in summer. We began a program of
publicity which resulted in increased attendance by transients and a more cffective ministry to their needs. We also
began the Sunday moming coffee hour, where English-speaking residents and visitors could meet. This proved very
popular, and I imagine is still going on. Finally, the church had to develop good relations with its host, the Austrian
Reformed Church, and especially the congregation and pastors of the Dorothecrgasse. Without the generous hospita-
lity of that congregation, our church could not have been located in the city center, and thus could not have served as
wide a constituency. In spite of the cultural, theological and liturgical differences between our congregations we were
able to achieve the accommodations needed on both sides, and foundations of friendship and understanding ware laid
which for twenty years now have supported this partnership.

Beyond the Dorotheergasse we established relations with other Protestant churches, and through Bishop May of the
Lutheran Church contacts were established with the Catholic Church as well.

Aftter the initial months of organization and ecumenical outreach, we celebrated the beginning of our church's work
with the service of installation which you are now observing. In keeping with our ecumenical character, more than
twenty clergy from nine or ten different denominations participated in the service. Moreover, a number of laypersons
from these churches attended, so that the church was quite full. Our organist, Ingeline Gallwitz, provided excellent
music for the occasion. (Miss Gallwitz subsequently married one of our members, and now lives in Pennsylvania.)
This service was bilingual in all of its parts and proved to be an auspicious beginning of our work in Vienna

From 1958 to 1960 1 learned how to be a pastor and the congregation learned how to be a church, There were many
crises and failures, but for me they were wonderful years of growth and unigue experience. One of the student mem-
bers, a young lady from San Francisco who came to Vienna to study the piano, became my wife, and other friendships
have remained strong through the years. After two years of work establishing the church, I returned to my doctoral
studies in Basel. Those were completed in 1963, and I returned with my wife to the United States. I spent two years
at Dartmouth College and since 1963 have taught theology at Davidson.

While in Europe in 1970 we returned to Vienna with our three sons, and I had the pleasure of preaching once again
from the high pulpit in the Dorotheergasse, Over the years we have had many encouraging reports of the life and work
of the Vienna congregation, and scarcely a week gocs by that we are not reminded of the church and the city of Vienna.

Because [ was your first pastor and you were my first church, | have always had proprietary feelings toward the Vienna
Community Church. On the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of its beginning [ would like to express my appre-
ciation for the privilege of being associated with this work. I am thankful for the excitement, challenge, and friend-
ships of the years of my service there, and that over the years others have built well on what we began. It is my hope
and prayer that our church will continue to serve the needs of' English-speaking Christians in Vienna, and that the rela-
tionship with our Austrian hosts will deepen and grow for our mutual benefit. In a small but important way the Vienna
Community Church expresses the unity of lifc and worship that ought to characterize the whole Christian family. The
witness of this congregation has touched the lives of thousands of members and guests over the years, and | believe it
will continue to do so far a long time to come.

My wife and I look forward to the time when we can worship with our congregation once again, and wish for you con-
tinuing success in the service of Christ and his Church.

Alexander J. McKelway
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The American Church in Berlin wild/l be deeply invjol v
|l ead the many opening wor shi pf AdOKStyEhladn sTghroe
at ng of Encounter, we wil/| have an intjer a
den Berlin s main street | eading from the B
introduce our congregaton and its internatonal ni
festval to the fexibility and new sound sysjtem
AFCU) , has been chosen as a host site for vario
226, English | anguage worship on Fridayg(Jeve
such amazing festval. I ndeed, it is the fulflfl me
Ber | together in Christ Jesus, and cel ebr at
The t heme this Kirch
16: this porton o od
comes Hagar and tell t h
he | shmael . She r w h
sees'{KS: 3 S (KAGa®?2 YEL
K S NY . INBE GKS D2R ¢ H> a
KI S y26 4SSy G(KNIhW S rés
Th sees all cr
pronounces it “good” re ifne
spiritual ight that ea by
i S oundaton of od
us tes us to se hje r
Go diverse fam vje d
N o f the membe , ) N
by of “Sabona” that sought to give aid Jto
t ha ve one another and it Iliterally meanfs *
recognized, and called by name is at the heart fow
see [ our hearts and knows wus from the insi de o
reconcil i at ompexansd epnecaec.ef ul co
I n profound way the support of the AFCU makes Jvi s
an We are grateful to the AFCU and for Jthe
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members and friends of the AFCU. Yo
recogniton and acknowledgement of

witness that we are able to provid
our host countries. As we faithful
diverse family of God that consttu
another emerges; a new way of enco
visible through Christ’s body in t
May the God become visible in Chri
2017!
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Life's most persistent

and urgent question is:

What are
you doing
for
others?

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

g.
'A

L 4

(g

-

We began this week with the commemoration of Dr. hundred other awards—that’s not important. Tell

Martin Luther King, Jr. and this week is filled with
many more commemorations of past saint's and
martyrs. Antony of Egypt, and Pachomius are both
celebrated on Tuesday, January 17 as renewers of
the church. Wednesday, January 18 is known as the
Confession of Peter. The church remembers the
apostle Peter's great acknowledgement of Jesus as
"the Christ, the Son of the living God." Thursday,
January 19 is the feast day for Henry, Bishop of
Uppsala, and patron saint of Finland who was
martyred ca. 1156. Finally, on Saturday, January 21
the church commemorates Agnes as martyr, who
died around 304, It is good to remember those who
have lived and died as faithful witnesses. | am
mindful of one of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s great
sermons entitled "The Drum Major Instinct." King
concluded the sermon by imagining his own funeral,
downplaying his famous achievements and
emphasizing his heart to do right.

"If any of you are around when | have to meet my
day, | don’t want a long funeral. And if you get
somebody to deliver the eulogy, tell them not to talk
too long. (Yes) And every now and then | wonder
what | want them to say. Tell them not to mention
that | have a Nobel Peace Prize—that isn’t important.
Tell them not to mention that | have three or four

them not to mention where | went to school. (Yes)

I'd like somebody to mention that day that Martin
Luther King, Jr., tried to give his life serving others.
(Yes)

I'd like for somebody to say that day that Martin

Luther King, Jr., tried to love somebody.

| want you to say that day that | tried to be right
on the war question. (Amen)

| want you to be able to say that day that | did try
to feed the hungry. (Yes)

And | want you to be able to say that day that | did
try in my life to clothe those who were naked.
(Yes)

| want you to say on that day that | did try in my
life to visit those who were in prison. (Lord)

| want you to say that | tried to love and serve
humanity. (Yes)"

| pray that our ancestors in faith would continue to
inspire in us lives of service for others in Jesus' name.

Pastor Steve

www. af cubridge. org
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We believe we are uniquely gifed and called to gfrow
mercies with our neighbors..and even our enemies.
As always, if you wil!/l be coming to Paris we woujl d
prayers and faithful support for the ministry anjd m
Heaven. And either way, I pray we all wildl i ve Jwit
di spensers of God’'s grace and peace!

I n Christ,
What is the FACCP and Why Does it Exist?
By Pam Bohl

I n recent months you may have heard the name Frahco
conjuncton with actvites in and around the ACP. he
church and stat e, p rporvoi fdte so rfgodrriid 26Oth dt FH gasf rodt ntoyp i s
(cultural) associaton” the | aws of which were esfabl
anot her tpyrpoef tof*“ crudnt uel l e (religious) associaton” wh
ot her religious organizatons and, as such, is supjec
The ACP is a 1905 (religious) associaton that sefves:s
church. Over the years, our missions have broadeped
organi zatons that are outside the territory of Ff anc
Additonally, our funding needs to maintain the bfaut
signifcantly than our sources of funds from membfrs
have evolved to include events | i ke Bloom Where Fou’
Habitat Concerts. Additonally, a signifcant portpn
devel opments are positve and they contribute not}] onl
community of Paris but also important funding fof ol
1905 | aw for religious organizatons did not envifpage
diversion from strict receipt of congregatonal gl f s
congregaton and within France.
FACCP, a 1901 “cul tur al associaton” was formed i 1¢
eventually allowed to go dor mant . I n recent yearp, |
suggested to our | eadership that we revive this 90
compatble with the | aws of a 1901 associaton to the
this advice and took acton to revive the FACCP. i nc
commitee have been working to organize the fnanc] al
easy process, it is considered necessary to ensuf e t
does not jeopardize its status as a religious asfpoci
What does this mean for our members, friends andjt he
change For tenants rentng space in the buildingjthe
FACCP. For some functons, tckets might be sold by t1l
fund may receive a check from the FACCP whereas [ hey
who has spent much tme on this transiton has sai@p, -
behind the ACP and carries out certain of the fupct
about the FACCP feel ree to contact, Pierre, Juji a
www. afcubridge. org 14



Introducing the ACP Intern

Dear Friends of ACP, Greek, '"maendt ar 6 t heol ogi anf kn
My name is Emily Chesle{?'.opya'mu§he present Yout &
Young Adult Intern at thehaAwmerbean @huvchegedPagi se
and | currently direct-taheamiovetrthe Veargpuf hdag
18) and young3Oadullt swa(sa tpessk eldB dt eor psrhiawiel eged chi | dr en
a bit about myself and WAhBtohadoto a summer integrns
I was born in Brussels %BeAhﬂ?P[t@%X ?Brgﬂpgrgﬁat LR}Q/
the frst 16 years of mym|l”f3t[ﬁ7 Ele 8r§uﬁt %'QFeﬁag
where they were missiongfﬂfans 0 few" Srgs hﬁ?ﬁ €
French and Mi gaama, a Iggaplolrﬁlk P?FP'EEph%I%w%J’h?OEEnWH
and English at home. Iuc%IISn\ch%mer{OservqiarmlE}/ E:gph T Fpgt
of Camer oon, to atend aﬁrIHPtSFRQtthF‘C 'ﬁagdla ah u
school for my | ast two ?ggkgagg tggﬁggﬁ '(g)ﬁlit% }}é}q\Ze
l'ife of an MK(missionag a vVen €
deep passion for mi ssi of Sgna%gtggﬁggpngfgﬁ* "% eHwsY
Af e graduat on, I trans@L?ﬁhrenQrﬂnyYE%é}zh?ggf’ggffElngi?g
versity near Los Angel e er ' chrr
i nisiries wich e cance i ol TN MEETHE
try. I was involved in 'SL8{:¥I .éﬂurfch | P/Ftl}ggB c3V
Church)l eadnd hceo young adu ?n%e n;eguun%ersu%?roegss%r.n e(l)<roserve

he hyr ch hr gh m | o
year . My pri mary minist?xcfrcg?%Jl tthUSﬁ,ing Wlﬁ P
internatonal student commyﬂlf’% i/vESrﬁyl eofunleg e gV
and, eventually, interned: %1 Mhe S'eh borganize andq ru
I nternatonal Student OrThbabhktgou fWworkedpporthgtghaea
t onal Chapel, and—organgFﬁge}QFyAmerican
I nternatonal small groug$sx¢a /Ké‘.:f;lféé
During the summers | contnued with gl obal mi ni stjry.
One summer | worked as a counselor for a Christdqn
Engil iaslguage camp for internatonal high_school
and university student s; ano ‘/ dn a
mi ssion trip to Kol kat a, Il n¢ ( t he Mot
Teresa homes and work with One Jof
my favorite experiences was abrodqd a
the University of Oxford, w S Lew
the medi eval Chri stearna my st c$
Britsh politcs in intensive of tHese
ences have helped me tremen i str at
ACP, where | serve young ad er t e
wor+tmany of whom are studyin
sel ves.
My professors encouraged me r educa-
ton, so in September 2014, n an be
gan my M. Div. studies at Pr cal e mi
nary in New Jersey. Some of sses |t he
have been on the C&dmasddcciadn

www. afcubridge. org 15



American and Foreign

Christian Union

HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE

The American and Foreign Christan JuUni «
S = in Paris (ACP), the American Churcph i1
R ECIEEROIIOBEN ch yrch (VCC) through grants to hellp t1
increase our support of these churfjche:
AFCU President, Ted Ziemann Ameri can and Foreign Christan Uni ojn at
I C/ !t NBAARSYGXI 1 Lo/
t[9!' {9 ’ ' . oo
b g2 Hyyp {lIYT2NR ! 8S® {2 IfH pbd
Treasurer, Jerry Burns DN} YROATE ST aL ndnmy
American & Forei ‘ . H Cnd q
make gi s to the indifgvi l
2 ED San.ford Y the United States, y oju mi
Grandville, M above address Put thel wol
your check.
BridgeEditor,KathieEppert IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII‘
| C/ ! 0 RATIGMENR R 3 § DONATION INFORMATION ;
' . ; | PREFER THAT MY DONATION BENEFIT:
American Church in Berlin . . =
sAFCU Gener al Fund _ _ % American Church o Ber
Leberstrassef ) ) o ) o _
10829-SEhehrO'Inienberg, Church in Paris ___ _ _ %; Vi enna Co uni t
'YSNA OF v ®OK dzND K %8 :
O] SN\ ONAON  eFAN: Un| ess otherwise designated, your contribut(: s wi
swhich annual distributons support all of the_ chur
American Church in Paris : :
65, Quai EAMOUNT$ ______ Check enclosed: (refe|
75007, WA MAKE CHECKS !PYASN®BAIE TQAR C2NBAIY / KNR&asly L 3%
RN N - eI -CREDI T CARD: MasterCard Vi o
6660 OLI NX 3 o 2H P T EREIRTIE :
sCard Number : E
Vi enna oMol M- Expiraton Date (month/year): E
Dorot heer gass
A1010, Vienna, HNEOH :
vccoffice@che |
WWW. Viennacommuni tf :
EEmalI Address: u
o :MAILY(PUR DO{\IATIONT OUR NEW ADDRESS
Unsolicited artcl g= ind ures are .
. re ur e .
wel comed. — Next Daz‘g'ss "&and 0T8Ty o205y 420034 :
Please send them tgrandville, M 49418
AFCUEd'tOr@afCUbr':qEQna'i?r:gAFCU Treasurer @AFCUBridge. or 4
tPhone 4593377 ) 427 :
ﬁE PayPal www. afcubridge. org .
. EThe easiest way to contribute is byEgoi
Wou!d you like to :réj%cé%'!\@‘?'P%%R%%'ﬂv%%lﬁﬂivc'kaon “support’” n d
email ? Send your W :
AFCUEdi tor @afcubrifidge. or g E
www. afcubridge. org 16
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