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The American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) is a
US-based 501 (c) (3) organization that supports the
American Church in Paris, the American Church in
Berlin, and the Vienna Community Church. Focusing
primarily on alumni and friends of these churches, the
AFCU manages endowment funds to support these
churches, stimulates donations to grow these funds,
and offers consultation and direct support to assist
these churches in their operations. Please visit
www.afcubridge.org for more information.

President’s Message
Dear friends of the AFCU and the American
churches in Berlin, Paris, and Vienna:
I am writing this message from beautiful
Beaver Creek, Colorado, as I look across the
mountains in late September. I am in awe of
the aspen trees, with their leaves twinkling in
the breeze like thin golden coins. It reminds
me that the greatest artist of all is our Creator.
As I contemplate this beauty, I am also reminded of God's grace in
allowing us to live in an environment of His many blessings. Our
churches in Europe and their members have been blessed and are a
blessing to communities that they impact by sharing Jesus Christ and
the message of His love and peace.
In mid-October the AFCU Board meets in
Minneapolis with representatives from the
American churches in Berlin, Paris, and Vienna.
We meet to understand the needs of the
churches and to develop plans and actions to
ensure, with God’s grace, that the needs are met.
Those of us who have been blessed to attend
one of these churches while living in Europe are
motivated to maintain contact and continue to
support their mission.
Continued on page 2...

Have you moved
recently? Please
update your contact
information with us by
sending an email to
AFCUeditor@afcubridge.org

www.afcubridge.org

The Mission of the American and Foreign Christian Union is
to support the International, English speaking, ecumenical
churches whose ministries bear witness to Jesus Christ. In
partnership with our member churches, we will strive to
develop and manage a strong financial base to further their
programs. We will nurture and strengthen our alumni ties and
lend support to the pastors, leadership and members of these
churches through our care and prayers.
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President’s Message, continued from page 1
I invite all of you to attend these churches when you visit Berlin, Paris or Vienna and become a Friend by
supporting the churches with your prayers and financial support. By giving through the AFCU, your gifts
are tax-deductible.
May God bless you during this beautiful autumn season.
In Christ,

Ted Ziemann
AFCU President

The Heritage Society
Leaving a Legacy
A message from the AFCU Heritage Committee

For many of us, our Association with the American
Church in Paris, the American Church in Berlin, or the
Vienna Community has made a significant difference
in our lives. Because we are grateful for our
involvement with one of these churches, we want to
give back and have made the AFCU a beneficiary in
our will and estate plan. We want future generations
to be inspired, as we were, by the Christian leadership
in the church, the diversity and willingness to share
and work together by members and friends of each
congregation, and the comfort of being part of an
international church family. Of course, there are
many other reasons, and every person’s experience is
unique. Nevertheless, we want these Christian
experiences to be available for current and future
generations.
If these or similar feelings sound like you, consider
becoming a member of the AFCU Heritage Society by
making an estate gift to the American and Foreign
Christian Union to support the American Church in
Paris, the American Church in Berlin, or the Vienna
Community Church. Working and sharing together,
we can make a difference by providing funds to insure
that these churches will be available for those who
follow us.

www.afcubridge.org

In addition, I want to thank all of you for your ongoing
support of our efforts along with a special thank you
to those who have become members of the Heritage
Society. Your involvement is making our mission of
Christian support possible.
More information can be found on our website
www.afcubridge.org. Go to the support tab at the
top. Near the top of the support page you will find a
link to Heritage Society information. Also, feel free to
email me at afcuheritage@afcubridge.org. If you wish
to call me, my cell phone is 203-885-9959. I will be
happy to talk to you at any time.
Robert DeLuryea
Heritage Society

The AFCU is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization. If you
would like to include one or
more of our three churches in
your estate planning, please
contact us at our e-mail
address:
afcuheritage@afcubridge.org
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“Give Now, Give Later or Give & Receive”
This is the mantra of the InFaith Community Foundation, formerly the Lutheran Community Foundation.
Headquartered in the Minneapolis/St. Paul area, they are committed to offering anyone of any faith
opportunities to give charitable gifts in ways that are right for them. They have instruments structured for giving
now or in the future. During our fall AFCU Board meeting, Saturday, October 15,th near the Minneapolis/St. Paul
airport, their representative will speak about many of these means to make charitable gifts and legacies. Your
gifts will support the charities and causes that mean the most to you. All are welcome. Contact the author below
for time and place.
For twenty years, InFaith has been a rare faith-based organization focused on stewardship to its clients. As one
can see from their web page www.infaithfound.org, they have established quite a commendable track record:


Total Gifts: $973 million in outright and deferred gifts.



Assets Under Management: $340 million.



Annual Grants: $16 million annually from donor advised funds, organizational endowments and
collaborative funds; $23.7 million since inception in 1995.



More than 4,000 donor advised funds and organizational endowments.



Benefiting Charities: More than 7,000 benefiting charities serving our local, national and global
communities.



Donor Satisfaction: 97%



Top 4-star rating by Charity Navigator, America's leading independent charity evaluator.



GuideStar's highest rating for transparency and commitment to excellence.

In addition, their fee structure is significantly lower than any other estate planning organization this author has
researched.
Below is a brief overview of just a few of the instruments available through InFaith:


Charitable Gift Annuity. This is an immediate or flexible gift of cash, publicly traded securities or mutual
funds which will give the donor a life-long stream of income, an immediate charitable income tax
deduction and result in lower estate taxes.



Charitable Remainder Trust. Here gift assets including real estate are converted to ongoing income to
the donor, spouse or another for a lifetime or determined number of years. Again, this reduces one’s
taxes and lower estate taxes at time of passing.



Designated Donor Advised Fund. One can request a specific purpose for the grant distribution, receive
immediate tax benefits, monitor the giving and bypass the administrative burdens associated with
establishing and maintaining a private foundation.



Testamentary Trust. Funded at the time of the donor’s death, the trust makes regular payment to the
donor’s surviving spouse or other name recipient for life, a term up to 20 years or both. At that end, the
remaining assets will go to the donor’s charitable choice. Again, this reduces estate taxes, provides an
income to loved ones and ensures a gift to the donor’s charity after death.

More information can be gathered from their web site, contacting the author or better yet attending the
presentation in MSP.
Don Krump & Jane Kendall
AFCU Development Co-Chairs
dsjetsetters@aol.com
(253) 858-1669
www.afcubridge.org
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The Paris Connection

October 2016
Dear Members and Friends of the ACP,

www.acparis.org

The members and leadership of the
American Church in Paris are aware
that the election in the United States,
as well as initial political posturing here
in France for next year’s presidential
elections, are impacted by security
concerns around economics,
immigration and terrorism. The vicious
attacks in Nice and Normandy over the
summer are grim reminders that there
are still violent religious extremists active in Europe. We are convinced
that the gospel of Jesus Christ and the proclamation of the sovereignty of
a loving and compassionate God is relevant for all people now more than
ever. We are thankful for the privilege to be a part of a dynamic and
thriving community here, motivated by the command of God given
through the prophet Jeremiah: “Seek the shalom of the city where I have
sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its shalom

you will find your shalom” (29:7). We will be having a communion worship service at the ACP on election day,
Tuesday, November 8th. We will be praying for all candidates and those involved in elected leadership everywhere,
but focusing on the fact that whichever candidate is elected is secondary to the reality that, as Paul declares in
Ephesians 2:14, Christ “himself is our peace.” Living and seeking shalom in these times is a balancing act, but when it
comes to the schools and our own worship, children’s and youth group meetings, we feel that physical security is a
priority. We have increased security guards and are thankful for the generous support raised to help us pay the
increased cost to have more protection in place.
We have also been addressing new fire protection requirements imposed by the French authorities, and
have installed new alarms and improved signage. Because we are continuing the seminary internship program
started a number of years ago, we renovated a storage room on the fourth floor of the Church House so that we
now have a studio apartment for our intern. You can read in another article in this issue of The Bridge about our
fundraising events to install a new lift that will allow improved access to those in wheel chairs or with other mobility
challenges. We are so thankful for your generous support and are looking forward to installing wheelchair
accessible rest rooms in 2017.
We are enjoying a strong pastoral staff team with our new Associate Pastor for Congregational Ministries,
the Rev. Tim Vance; Billy Roberts, Associate Pastor for Youth and Young Adult Ministries; and Emmanuelle DenfertBariani, Children’s Worship coordinator. We also have a gifted pastoral intern from Princeton Theological Seminary,
Emily Chesley. Emily grew up in Chad with Missionary parents and speaks French!
Do let us know if you plan to visit the ACP for Thanksgiving or Christmas holidays. In addition to hosting
hundreds of American University in Paris students for a traditional Thanksgiving meal, we’ll also be hosting an
international potluck Thanksgiving for members and friends of the ACP. We’ll also be having a special “Longest
Night Service” on December 21st in addition to our normal three services on Christmas Eve. We do hope that you’ll
come join us for worship if you’re in Paris for the holidays!
In spite of all of the campaign rhetoric and threat of terrorism, we joyfully give thanks for the way God
continues to touch lives through the ACP. Over half of the middle and high school kids in the youth group are new
this year, and Fred has one of his largest choirs ever! Please continue to pray for us to give faithful witness in word
and deed to the love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ. As always, we deeply appreciate your generous support that
allows us to continue to meet the needs of our members but also reach out in multiple ways to bless this city with
the God’s love. Grace and shalom to you!
In Christ,

www.afcubridge.org
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The Paris Connection – continued
Fundraising the lift - Just got a lift
By Daniel Grout, Property Committee
Last month we wrote that the property committee was
working on a good solution to ensure that the American
Church building become accessible to everyone. We also
understood that the budget for that project was high and
that we would need help from all people concerned by
the church who believed that it was a necessary project.
One Sunday in September, with a wonderful intervention
from Kim Ball, the church dedicated that day’s offering
toward funding the project.
A fundraising dinner was planned for 23 September – but
not just any kind of dinner. We invited a famous Thai
chef from New York, Hong Thaimee and asked her to
cook the dinner for 50 to 60 special guests who agreed
to pay a high price for
the fundraiser, as
well as to participate
in a silent auction
during the evening.
Hong Thaimee is a
Thai Christian from
Chiangmai. Her faith
journey has led her to
understand
that
sharing
her
considerable
chef
skills for this project,
both offering the
cooking class with
good humor, and
then cooking her 7course Thai dinner for
60 guests, with only

volunteers helping her, is a way to share her love of God,
and to help those in need. At Christmas, she has just
decided to travel to Milan to cook to raise money for
Syrian refugees.
Hong Thaimee invited some friends along to help her
organize a dining room in the theater. The church
provided volunteers to help in the kitchen and to serve
the wine and the food.
I had the privilege of
taking Hong and her
friends shopping in
French markets. French
markets are wonderful
for the fresh products
they provide, from fruit
to vegetables, all kind
of spices, fish and
meat, and on top of all
continued on page 6

"I am very happy and continually blessed. I realize how much you all are
giving to me and to this church tonight.... and to make this church accessible to
everyone who needs it. Ach, it's critical, it's critical…. I have an optimistic
Kim Ball & Julia Kung
attitude because I look forward to coming to church and because I know I can get
through these doors….There are lots of people not coming to church...maybe they
don't realize how much they need church, but they can't do it. Maybe they don't have the energy or loved ones
who help. Or ten steps are intimidating for them…. We need to stop that.”
“We are the American Church in Paris, we need to be the accessible church....Please continue to give
generously...God bless you all."
- Kim Ball

www.afcubridge.org
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The Paris Connection – continued
Fundraising the lift - Just got a lift

continued from page 5

those wonderful goods, you find people very welcoming,
explaining their products, how to prepare them and even
some vendors let you sample them; such a wonderful
atmosphere for people coming from another part of the
world.
The dinner was a great success, a collection of flavors
and great food. And we were delighted to have Hong
Thaiemee introduce herself and close the dinner with a
great speech.
If you are interested in donating to the project, please
send your donation to Tom Wilscam, ACP at
tom@hommage.com.
Gala Dinner
Photo by Julia Kung

Pastor Scott with Chef Hong Thaimee
(left) and friend SukKyung Allen
Photo by Julia Kung

The Silent Auction was certainly a new use of the ACP chapel. All kinds of enticing
offerings beckoned the Gala attendees!
From Drone lessons to a weekend in a Loire Valley chateau, to artwork, photos, a gravure of the church,
there was something for everyone. A weekend in a NY and also a Paris apartment were also offered. A family
photography portrait was very appealing as was a gorgeous luxurious shaving set! Hong Thaimee proposed to
cook a Thai meal for 10 in someone's home - NY or Paris. And a very special case of Bordeaux was on the
block as well. Bidding took place right up to the end of dessert.
Kim Ball, who spoke, reminded everyone that the auction would be open until the end of dessert and said:
"since I am the slowest eater, especially dessert, the auction will be open quite a while."
The bidders were quite generous and delighted with their winnings.
By Jane Kendall

www.afcubridge.org
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The Berlin Connection

www.americanchurchberlin.de

The American Church in Berlin

Our story, our heritage, our future,
and our faith is what 2016 is all about!
The past decade has been devoted to
preparations for observing the 500th
Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation beginning in Germany with
Martin Luther in 1517 and spreading
throughout the world. Each year has
been devoted to a specific theme. This year's theme is particularly
pertinent to our congregation and our ministry. It bears the title:
Reformation-one World.
This theme asks us to focus on the global dimensions of the Reformation; its expansion throughout the world and the consequences
that can be felt to this day. We, at the American Church in Berlin,
who come from diverse cultures and church denominations
throughout the world are in many ways living representatives of
Reformation heritage. We are reminded that events that began in
Europe more than 500 years ago continue to inform us and challenge our Christian faith. Even the stones of our church building
bear testimony to this Reformation heritage whose heirs we are.

The two medallions over the left and right portals of our main entrance to the church remind us of those reformers that preceded the Reformation. John Wycliffe (ca. 1320-1384), whose likeness
is imprinted above the portal left of the entrance, was an English scholastic, philosopher, theologian, Biblical translator, reformer and Oxford seminary professor.
Wycliffe called for the reformation of the Roman Catholic church in his day and
completed his translation of the Latin Vulgate Bible into English, now known as
Wycliffe's Bible.
The likeness over the portal to the right of the main entrance is that of Jan Hus
(1372-1415). After John Wycliffe, Hus is considered
the first Church reformer and advocated many of the
John Wycliffe Medallion
reforms of Wycliffe and predated Luther, Calvin, and
Zwingli in the 16th Century. Hus was a Czech priest, philosopher, and teacher at the Charles University in Prague.
The leading names and figures of the reformation leaders remind us that this movement represented a wide array of peoples and church traditions. Common themes
were translation of the Bible into the common language, renewal of the priesthood,
and God's gift of salvation solely through Jesus Christ's life, death, and resurrection.
Since 2001 the American Church in Berlin has had its worship home in a building that
Jan Hus Medallion
was dedicated to the Protestant Reformation in Berlin and Brandenburg. It was dedicated as the Luther Church in 1894 and its facade continues to bear witness to pre-Reformation and Reformation
figures and moments in Berlin-Brandenburg. This neo-gothic landmark in Berlin has been through the ravages of
two world wars and requires the attention due a structure of over 120 years. With the help of the AFCU and
friends of ACB we have made some improvements to the general facility. This past year we have added a small
meeting room at the back of the large sanctuary that is aesthetically pleasing, can be heated, and is equipped
with audio-visual aids. Two accessible restrooms were also finished this summer and have increased our ability to
welcome those coming to worship and events at ACB. Finally, it is only through the help and encouragement of
the AFCU that we are able to host an intern again after many years without one. We have a talented pastoral intern who brings a wealth of experience as an administrator of a campus ministry program in Wisconsin (See article from Timothy Schroeder in this issue).

Continued on page 8

www.afcubridge.org
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The Berlin Connection – continued
Reformation – One World, continued from page 7
We are making headway on the refurbishment of our organ. Phase two
of a four phase program is planned to begin in 2017. We know that we
must consider a capital campaign for the re-roofing of the building and
an overall electrical systems upgrade. This is a daunting task, but we
are confident that God will lead us, and our supporters will accompany
us in this process. One of the greatest gifts that the AFCU has given us
throughout the years is the knowledge that we are not alone in our
efforts. We are truly thankful for the counsel, encouragement, and
prayers that have blessed us as much as the considerable financial
backing from the members and friends of the AFCU. You are always in
our prayers as well.
Wittenberg Globe

The week before Reformation Sunday my family and I will attend the
350th Anniversary of Frederick Evangelical
Lutheran Church in St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands where I had the privilege to serve as
pastor from 1997 to 2006. This predominately West Indian congregation attests to the
global reach of the Reformation and the diverse peoples and cultures that are a part
of the Holy Spirit's call to renew and reform the Church not only in the 16th century,
but also in our day and age.
Blessings and peace, Pastor Steve

Dear friends of the AFCU,
My name is Tim Schroeder, and I am
the 2016-2017 Pastoral Intern for
the American Church in Berlin
(ACB). I have been greatly enjoying
getting to know ACB and the metropolis of Berlin these past couple
of months. A little background history on me; I grew up in northern
Wisconsin, went to school at the University of Wisconsin
- Stout studying Hotel, Restaurant, and Tourism Management. Between finishing my Bachelor’s degree in
2010 and starting Seminary in 2014, I worked 3 1/2
years as the Director of Lutheran Campus Ministry at my
University in Wisconsin. I have now just finished my second year of my Master of Divinity program at Luther
Seminary in Saint Paul/Minneapolis, Minnesota.

An introduction of the new intern at
the American Church in Berlin
My call to Ordained Ministry of Word and Sacrament in
the church of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is heavily influenced by my experience with
University Campus Ministry and helping young adults
stay active in their faith. I have passions for social justice, community service, and intergenerational ministry.
I am an active participant in an organization called
"Proclaim," it is an ELCA Professional Group for Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered Clergy and Seminarians. I
am excited to be learning in an international community; blessed with the diversity and challenge of growing
as a future leader of the Church! Blessings to you all on
your autumn season; please do come and visit us if you
are travelling through Berlin. I may even look forward to
visiting your congregations this upcoming year!

I come from a very large family; I am the youngest of
nine children, I have five brothers and three sisters. I am Sincerely,
a very proud uncle to my fifteen nieces and nephews!
*And I work very hard to be their favorite Uncle out of
Vicar at American Church in Berlin
my five brothers : )

Tim Schroeder

www.afcubridge.org
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The Vienna Connection

“I, the Lord, will make my people strong, and they will live for me.”
This is what the Lord said.” Zachariah 10:12 (ERV)

Dear Friends at AFCU,
At the beginning of fall, for many churches the priority question is
this: What can we expect from this new “Ministry Year” between
September and May?

www.viennacommunitychurch.com

If we are a loving and caring church family and would like to do our
very best planning for our next ministry year, first we have to face
some barriers. Routine, traditions, “it was always like this”
attitude, simple practicality, and people’s willingness will most
likely determine our next year. Therefore often the plan of most
churches simply reflects the previous year’s routine repeated over
and over again. Unfortunately, very few churches set meaningful

Kingdom Objectives, Church Growth Plans, and Lay Education Initiatives for their activities. If people come, and
they seem happy, they get what they want, the coffee is good and their church meets the budget, well, what
more can they want?
This way of “doing church” does not reflect biblical thinking. It is devoid of any compelling vision. It tends to be
driven by the interests or wants of the people, or the desire of the pastor. It undertakes to achieve no clearly
articulated outreach and future objectives. It is also limited by the members’ dreams, rather than by the infinite
resources of the Lord.
The Lord’s vision of His Church is much higher than that!
In our Bible text God’s vision for His Church is of a great army, well-disciplined, and filled with zeal for the battle.
The battlefield is however not in the church building but outside in the middle if the community and society. As a
result, through meaningful outreach and true discipleship God intends to fill up His churches with new people,
from the unchurched, from seekers and definitely not with folks from another church.
As our new “Ministry Year” begins, we took a pledge to take up the Lord’s vision
for the Vienna Community Church, and to submit Ourselves to becoming the kind
of members, workers and leaders God expects us to be. If we will demand God’s
vision for our church, we may begin to realize the promise of that vision for us.
Then we will be better prepared to fulfill the vision and to do His will!
Here at the church we recognize all people’s values, we listen to them with
interest because they are important to us and we would like to care about them.
We ask: Come and participate as you are! “You Matter” and the Lord has the
power to change lives and the world for the better!
Yours in Christ, Pastor Gábor

www.afcubridge.org
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The Vienna Connection – continued
Know from Whence You Came
VCC in the Making
On 26 August 2017, the Vienna Community Church will have been officially in existence for 60 years. An old English proverb states that: "You don't know where
you're going until you know where you've been".
On the occasion of our 60th Anniversary been, I will devote a series of articles over
the next year about the VCC. This first article describes from “whence the VCC came”.
The major source for this article is taken from The Vienna Community Church, International Ecumenical Life in Vienna, painstakingly researched and written by VCC
members Heinz and Louise Pickart to celebrate VCC’s 50th anniversary in 2007.

From Whence We Came
After the State Treaty was signed on 15 May 1955, granting Austria its autonomy as
an independent country, the Allied Forces withdrew. Those remaining British and
American soldiers and their families remaining no longer had a minister and the only remaining Protestant church
was the British Embassy Church. Fortunately, the Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Bartak, an
“Know from whence you
American citizen and minister of the Czech congregation, agreed to preach to
came. If you know whence
the remaining English speaking Christians on an interim basis. As he was nearyou came, there are absoing retirement, he asked the American Methodist Church and the National
lutely no limitations to
Council of Churches to find a minister to take over this fledging congregation.
where you can go.”*
The National Council of Churches sent over Dr. Otto Meinardus in 1957 and
tasked those interested in founding a church with determining financial support, drafting a constitution, and locating a church where services could be held on a regular basis. With an interim board of 8 individuals, the ground
was set for the Vienna Community Church. Dr. Meinardus was a German born Coptologist and pastor, ordained as
a Methodist and then Lutheran minister, respectively, and had been a Philosophy professor at the American University in Cairo and Honorary Professor at the University of Hamburg. He was an author and also engaged in an
ecumenical ministry in Cairo while serving as VCC’s interim pastor. It was at this time that Pastor Meinardus saw the Reformed
Church on Dorotheergasse and set the wheels in motion for the
VCC to hold its worship services there. The VCC’s first worship
service in its current location was 15 September 1957. Sunday
School was held in the Lutheran Church next door, according to
the daughter of Benjamin Cushing, VCC’s first Moderator. At this
time, the VCC had 37 members, the majority of them being Embassy employees and their families.
By 1958, as there continued to be support for an English speaking
Protestant congregation, the National Council of Churches in the United States recommended that VCC call Prof.
Dr. Alexander McKelway, who interrupted his doctoral studies to be the VCC minister for two years.
continued on page 11
www.afcubridge.org
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The Vienna Connection – continued
Know from Whence You Came–

continued from page 10

The economic boom of the 1960’s and 1970’s in Austrian saw an increase in a much more diverse congregation,
including academics, students, corporate employees, diplomats and those working in international organisations,
such that the VCC could boast the over 40 countries were represented in its midst. Since that time, VCC’s pastors,
interim and guest pastors have been from Germany, Switzerland, Czech Republic, Holland, Scotland, New Zealand,
the United Kingdom, Austria, South Africa and the United States. In keeping with this tradition, VCC now has a
Hungarian pastor.
In my next article, I will describe the work of VCC’s first
permanent pastor, Prof. Dr. Alexander McKelway and his
efforts to lead the VCC to develop its identity as an ecumenical Protestant church in Austria through its engagement in the community, and creation of many traditions
over the years that are relevant to
its mission as an international, inter
denominational and ecumenical
church. The last article in this series
will examine it efforts to seek and
follow God’s plan for the VCC as it
charts its course for the future, in
light of our amazing legacy, and the
opportunities to use the Meeting
Point to expand the doors of the
VCC’s spiritual Church.
By Mickela Moore,
Property Chair and acting Publicity Chair
*Quote attributed to James Baldwin, American novelist,
essayist, playwright, poet, and social critic
Photo credit: Louise & Heinz Pickart and Mickela Moore

www.afcubridge.org
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The Vienna Connection – continued
Remembering Johan
Amongst the pleasures of
living in Vienna is music.
It is everywhere,
pervading the past,
present and future of the
city, filling opera houses
and concert halls, offering
professional promise to
aspiring singers and
instrumentalists.
The Vienna Community
Church is honored to
count world-class
musicians as members of its congregation. For many
years, one of these stood out as an internationally
known tenor whose voice dazzled audiences in the
world’s major opera houses. Johan Botha and his wife
Sonja joined the VCC soon after arriving in Vienna in
1994, and they and their sons Louis and Marius have
been active and welcome members since then.
Johan departed this world much too soon. He was
called home by his Creator on Thursday morning, 8
September 2016, following a short illness.
Born in Rustenberg, South Africa, on 19 August 1965,
Johan knew at an early age what his vocation would
be. That goal was followed relentlessly, although
singing lessons and a stint as percussionist and guitarist
in a military jazz band were interrupted by a
mandatory period of military service. Having relocated
to Europe in 1990, where his work included singing in
the chorus of the Bayreuth Festival, his breakthrough
came in 1993 at the Paris Opera in the role of
Pinkerton in “Madama Butterfly“.
Johan’s standing in the international music world,
recognized over the years by countless rave reviews,
has been most recently reflected by many articles in
the international media mourning his untimely passing.
The New York Times emphasized his “bronzed voice“,
which “sailed with ease through some of the most
difficult roles in opera“. Among the Austrian papers,

www.afcubridge.org

Der Standard told of his early interest in singing when
as a five-year-old he listened to his father’s recordings,
while Die Presse referred with pride to the Vienna
State Opera as Johan’s artistic home. In the UK, where
he had performed to acclaim, The Telegraph obituary
headlined his “gloriously large voice“. The South
African News24 underlined his unusually wide
repertoire and versatility.
It comes as no surprise to those of us who knew Johan
that his last performance was at a gala in Cape Town
on 13 August in collaboration with the Cancer
Association of South Africa. Johan’s faith, his
willingness to share his gift for worthy causes, and his
joy in singing are certainly amongst the
charactericterists which we will remember. Those of us
who were present at the benefit performance at the
VCC by Johan and other South African musicians in
2014 will never forget not only his remarkable singing
but also his obvious and genuine pleasure in
performing with friends and for friends.
Our memories of Johan go far beyond his music. When
something was needed, Johan was there, whether it
was helping to sort papers, donating generously to the
new Meeting Point or carrying furniture, he was always
willing to lend a helping hand. And when the piano for
a concert was delivered to the wrong church, who but
Johan moved it to the right address.
Johan is quoted by The Telegraph as stating: “The
biggest milestone for me is to make people happy and
smile.“ Dear Johan, you made all of us smile and feel
joyous many times. We thank you for your friendship
in the Vienna Community Church over these years, and
for sharing your wonderful voice with us and with the
world.
The members of the VCC
extend our most sincere
condolences to Sonia, Louis
and Marius.
By Anne Story
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The Vienna Connection – continued
What the VCC means to us
Marius, Louis, Sonja and Johan Botha

Thirteen years ago we arrived in Vienna and we were so
glad to have found a church where we could
understand the language and where we could live out
our Christian faith. It really means a lot to us. We are so
glad that Louis and Marius can join the Sunday school,
not only to learn more about Jesus Christ, but also so
that they can learn to speak English better!

Reprinted from the VCC newsletter
August 13, 2007

We are part of this big church family and although
Johan cannot attend the services as much as he would
like to because of his career, he is always so glad to
come back to a church where he belongs to. He is also
glad whenever it is possible for him to sing in church.
That is his way of saying thank you for being part of this
church.
God Bless
The Botha Family

The Board of the Vienna Community Church
looks forward to hosting the
Annual Spring Meeting of the AFCU Board
to take place from
12 to 14 May 2017
at the VCC Meeting Point.
The VCC will also be celebrating 60 years in 2017.
We would be pleased if the AFCU Board
and other AFCU friends could join us in Vienna
to celebrate this milestone.

the vcc board

www.afcubridge.org
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American and Foreign
Christian Union
www.afcubridge.org

AFCU President, Ted Ziemann

HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE
The American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) supports the American Church
in Paris (ACP), the American Church in Berlin (ACB), and the Vienna Community
Church (VCC) through grants to help their programs. Gifts to the AFCU help to
increase our support of these churches. Contributions may be sent to the
American and Foreign Christian Union at:

AFCUPresident@afcubridge.org

Treasurer, Jerry Burns
American & Foreign Christian Union
2885 Sanford Ave. SW #29934
Grandville, MI 49418

AFCU
2885 Sanford Ave. SW #29934
Grandville, MI 49418

PLEASE NOTE OUR
NEW ADDRESS

You may also make gifts to the individual churches. If you wish your gift to be tax
deductible in the United States, you must make your dollar check payable to the
AFCU at the above address. Put the words “for ACB” or “ACP” or “VCC” on the
memo line of your check.

Bridge Editor, Kathie Eppert

DONATION INFORMATION

AFCUEditor@afcubridge.org

American Church in Berlin
Leberstrasse 7
10829 Berlin-Schöneberg, Germany
american.church@berlin.de
www.americanchurchberlin.de

I PREFER THAT MY DONATION BENEFIT:
AFCU General Fund _____% ; American Church of Berlin ______%
American Church in Paris _____%; Vienna Community Church _____%

Unless otherwise designated, your contributions will go to the General Fund from
which annual distributions support all of the churches.

American Church in Paris
65, Quai d’Orsay
75007, Paris, France
secretary@acparis.org
www.acparis.org

AMOUNT $__________ Check enclosed:

(preferred)

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: American and Foreign Christian Union
CREDIT CARD: MasterCard

Visa

American Express

Name on Card:
Card Number:

Vienna Community Church
Dorotheergasse 16
A-1010, Vienna, Austria
vccoffice@chello.at
www.viennacommunitychurch.com

Expiration Date (month/year):
DONOR(S):
Address:

E-mail Address:

Unsolicited articles and pictures are
welcomed. Next Deadline: Feb 1, 2017
Please send them to:
AFCUEditor@afcubridge.org

Would you like to receive the Bridge via
email? Send your request to:
AFCUEditor@afcubridge.org
www.afcubridge.org

MAIL YOUR DONATION TO OUR NEW ADDRESS:
AFCU Treasurer
2885 Sanford Ave. SW #29934
Grandville, MI 49418
Email: AFCU Treasurer@AFCUBridge.org
Phone: (937) 427-4537
PayPal: www.afcubridge.org
The easiest way to contribute is by going to the AFCU Website:
www.AFCUBridge.org, then click on “support” and contribute electronically by using PAYPAL.

Your gift is greatly appreciated. Thank You!
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