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Continuing with the focus on the AFCU Mission 
Statement, this issue deals with the expressed goal 
of nurturing and strengthening our alumni ties.

The heart and soul of this organization are the 
alumni. The AFCU Alumni has a long-standing 
tradition of financial and spiritual support of 
our churches. It was and continues to be those 
individuals and families who worshiped at these 
churches while living in Europe that strive to 
maintain a connection on return to their homeland. 
While each church is different their diversity in 
culture, spiritual bonding of worship in the English 
language, aligned with a strong Christian faith 
are all similar experiences. In fact the expression 
that it seems like a “home away from home” is a 
general feeling of so many. They state that this 
unique experience is one of the highlights of their 
lives in Europe. Yet, for those returning home the 
memories tend to fade and the shared experiences 
are dimmed by the realities of another life in 
another place. Those fond moments, friendships 
and warm recollections are only then enabled and 
fostered by the strength of the alumni bonds with 
the churches. It is in this endeavor that the AFCU 
strives to assist in strengthening those ties.

There are a number of ways that have been imple-
mented to achieve this goal and some of these are 
identified as follows:

The Bridge—This is the name of the AFCU 
Newsletter that is mailed three times per year. 
Editor Kathie Eppert does an amazing job of 
including articles that are relevant to the lives 
of the churches and alumni. This media use 
serves to bridge the gap of communications 
with our churches and alumni base.

•

AFCU Homepage—Facts, upcoming 
events, support, history, contact informa-
tion and copies of the recent articles of The 
Bridge are just a click away. All of these 
options are available through our website 
www.afcubridge.org.

Annual Letters—At the end of each year 
a letter is sent from the Senior Minister of 
each church with an accompanying letter 
from the President of the AFCU. These letters 
are intended to update and express thanks to 
all those who helped support the church and 
AFCU efforts. 

Support Thank You Letter—A letter of 
acknowledgement and thanks is mailed to 
each person who generously lends financial 
support.

Thank-a-thon—In the last two years, mem-
bers of the AFCU Board have made telephone 
calls those who have kindly supported the 
AFCU and the individual churches. This 
personal touch is a way of strengthening the 
ties that binds.

Database—Great strides have been made 
in improving the accuracy of the AFCU 
database. Board member Megan Foster has 
shepherded this project with a lot of loving 
care, patience and persistence. Through her 
efforts and the cooperation of many others, 
the accuracy of the data has made great 
strides.

We invite each and every alumna to join in this 
goal. Please keep in touch so that we can stay 
in touch. 

Jim Craig, AFCU President

•

•

•

•

•

President’s Message
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New Developments with 
the AFCU Development 
Committee
We have a new co-chairperson of the development committee. Russ McNaughton 
has replaced Jerry Krupp and joins Jerry Burns as co-chair. Jerry Krupp is leading a 
focused effort to obtain grants from Foundations and Institutions in support of our 
member churches.  Russ has been a member of the AFCU Board for 17 years and has 
provided leadership of the Heritage Society and focused on Planned Giving.  Russ 
and his wife, Carol, served in the American Church in Paris from July 1983 to August 
1987 while living in Paris.  Since his retirement from 3M Company, he has served 
in several volunteer organizations including the AFCU Board.  Our committee will 
benefit from his development experience with the University of Minnesota.

In addition to focusing on grants and planned giving, a major effort on the part of the 
development committee is continued communication with the alumni of our three 
churches.  This has involved the maintaining of an up-to-date database for mailing 
“The Bridge” and sending various letters in an effort to keep everyone informed.  
With the advent of new technology, we are now able to bring our alumni more timely 
and effective communication through our website at www.afcubridge.org and the 
use of low cost DVD’s providing audio-visual contact with our churches.  We are 
continuing to add email addresses to our database with each opportunity we have to 
get feedback from our member church alumni.  We hope to further streamline our 
future communications thereby lowering cost.

It is important to again emphasize that all expenses associated with board meetings 
and development meetings are paid by individual members and none of the meet-
ing expenses are paid from AFCU funds.  In addition, much of the administrative 
expenses are donated by board members so that all donations to the AFCU can be 
granted to the churches to meet their needs.

Jerry Burns & Russ McNaughton, 
Co-chairs of AFCU Development

Heritage 
Society 
Testimonial
A quick look at the Concise Oxford Dictionary 
defines the word “heritage” as: inherited circum-
stances, benefits, etc.  When Kathie and I think of 
the AFCU and the churches it supports that brief 
definition takes on a broader and fuller meaning.  
As members of the American Church in Paris 
from 1993-95 we experienced the many benefits 
of a welcoming and embracing congregation that 
made our life in Paris so much fuller and richer.  
As members of the AFCU board we enjoy the 
bond of dedicated volunteers who strive to help 
insure that the love of Christ, demonstrated by 
the member churches, flourishes for current and 
future members and visitors. Yes, the benefits of 
the AFCU and its supported churches are bountiful 
and we have inherited them from the thoughtful 
generosity of those who have gone before us.  

We have also inherited the circumstances faced by 
the AFCU and the American Church in Berlin, the 
American Church in Paris and the Vienna Commu-
nity Church.  World economic, social and political 
circumstances challenge us to consider how we 
can have a greater and longer lasting impact on 
the future of these churches.  We joined the AFCU 
Heritage Society for two primary reasons; 1) in 
recognition for all that the member churches have 
done and continue to do as they share the love of 
Christ in their communities and 2) to provide fi-
nancial support so that these churches can continue 
to be a beacon of Christian love and fellowship in 
an ever challenging world. 

The Heritage Society has provided us a way to 
dedicate financial resources to the AFCU through 
planned giving that will help insure the continued 
support of member churches.  Just as Kathie and I 
have inherited the benefits and circumstances 
from those who have previously supported the 
AFCU, we feel honored and blessed to be mem-
bers of the Heritage Society so that others may be 
inheritors in the future.

Don and Katherine Eppert

For information on the Heritage Society and 
Planned Giving please contact:

Russell McNaughton
Heritage Society/Planned Giving
Contact at 512-261-9725
russmacton@aol.com



3

ACB Experience
Earlier last year, Kathie Eppert asked me to write 
a short message on my experiences as an 
AFCU Board member and as part of the 
AFCU Berlin Committee. To start with, 
I would say that my interest and willing-
ness to serve was motivated by my belief 
in God’s love for all of the world and 
having been able to personally share that 
experience with other believers; fi rst in 
Paris and then in Berlin.

Shortly after arriving in Paris in 1985 to 
start an international assignment with 
IBM, Megan and I begin attending the 
ACP.  In addition to the American style 
of worship, the things that attracted us 
most were the community outreach pro-
grams and the multinational congrega-
tion.  As we had in our home church in 
the U.S., we quickly became involved 
in the congregation and activities of the 
ACP.  Just before we were to return to 
the U.S. in 1988, I was asked if I would 
join the Board of the AFCU.  I agreed.

I remember my fi rst Board meeting was 
in Rye, New York, in the summer of 
1988.  There were about a dozen other 
members in attendance and the meeting 
lasted half a day.  At that time the activity 
regarding the ACB was a simple vote of 
approval to send $30,000 to the ACB 
from the Berlin Trust.  At that time, the 
identity of the AFCU for the congrega-
tion of the ACP was more like a U.S. 
Bank than of a support organization.  In 
an effort (on both sides) to remedy this 
perception, the ACB invited the AFCU 

Board members to visit the ACB after 
the 1995 AFCU Board meeting in Paris.  
I was unsure about what to expect on 
our fi rst trip through (formerly) East 
Germany and into Berlin.  Our concerns 
disappeared quickly when we arrived 
at the Egner’s home and were greeted 
like “long-lost cousins.”  Our excite-
ment for the congregation and their 
mission grew rapidly as Pastor Dean 
Bard and the members of the church 
council presented their current status, 
their fi nancials goals and their vision 
for growth in Berlin.

The next year the AFCU officially 
added a Berlin Committee and agreed 
to alternate our European Board meet-
ings between Paris and Berlin.  We also 
agreed that in those years when our 
Board meetings are to be held in Europe, 
we would visit both churches.  Our fi rst 
visit to the Alte Dorfkirche was a mov-
ing experience for me.  The intimacy 
and enthusiasm of the congregation, the 
beautiful music pouring out of that tiny 
organ and the singing of the choir and 
congregation created an air of spiritual-
ity I hadn’t expected in such a small 
church.  This spirit was also evident 
during our visit in 2001 when the ACB 
council presented to the AFCU the list 
of options for leaving the Dorfkirsche.  
Although their decision to move to 
the Lutherkirsche was a diffi cult one 
for everyone in the congregation, they 
embrace this decision with spirit-led 

optimism and enthusiasm.  While the 
AFCU would have supported them in 
whatever decision they made, the deci-
sion to take on this new responsibility, 
move into an intercity church, and the 
opportunity for increased community 
outreach has brought the AFCU and the 
ACB into an even closer bond.

In looking back on the reasons for my 
interest and involvement with the ACB 
what comes to mind is the dedication 
of the ACB members themselves.  In 
addition to the demands of being in a 
small congregation with the fi nancial 
challenges most all churches face, they 
worked hard at maintaining a positive 
attitude about their mission in Berlin 
and their vision for growth and service 
in the community.  It is because of this 
dedication and vision that they have 
been able to take the fi rst steps in mak-
ing the Lutherkirche an open church 
in which many people in this part of 
Berlin (non-Lutherans, non-Christians 
and even non-believers) have begun to 
accept the open invitation to become a 
part of this inclusive experience.  It is 
for these reasons that I have committed 
myself to offer my prayers, my presents, 
and my service through the AFCU to 
the ACB.

Gregg Foster,
AFCU Board/Berlin committee

How You Can Contribute
The American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) supports the American Church in Paris (ACP), the American Church in 
Berlin (ACB), and the Vienna Community Church (VCC) through grants to help their programs. Gifts to the AFCU help to 
increase our support of these churches. Contributions may be sent to the American and Foreign Christian Union at AFCU, 475 
Riverside Drive, Suite 2050, New York, NY, 10115.

You may also make gifts to the individual churches.  If you wish your gift to be tax deductible in the United States, you must 
make your dollar check payable to the AFCU at the above address.  Put the words “for ACB or ACP, or VCC” on the memo 
line of your check.  Your continued support is greatly appreciated.
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PARIS CONNECTION 

Realism and Hope in 
Every Holy Week
Dear Friends in Christ,

One of my seminary professors once wrote a book entitled Realism and Hope.  Realism and hope are two 
key words that are at the center of the Christian life.  As we once again begin to think about Holy Week, 
that last week of Jesus’ earthly ministry, the central images of the cross and the empty tomb flash across 
our minds.  Good Friday’s symbol declares to us that God’s love for the world is so deep that even the Only 
Son will be given sacrificially for our salvation.  Easter’s open grave announces that not even the forces 
of violence and death can hold back the resurrection power of the God who is Life.  For me, Holy Week 
is a microcosm of the realism and hope which are at the very core of the Christian life.  As Christians, 
we should not seek to deny the reality of suffering and sin, evil and death.  It is because of those painful 
realities that Christ died for all humanity.  To the believer, the cross of Christ is prima facie evidence that 
the world is in need of a Savior.  The cross speaks profoundly to us about the naked realism of the human 
experience.  But the God of Easter, not the forces of Friday, has the last word.  And that word is hope.  
Jesus’ rising from the dead gives us hope that in the midst of suffering, pain, and undeserved treatment, 
God’s power to heal is greater than our brokenness.  God’s power to create new life is greater than the 
smoldering ashes of defeat and despair.

As you continue your Lenten journey of faith during the next few weeks, think of the human emotions and 
reactions which were experienced by people who interacted with Jesus during that first Holy Week.  Many 
of them went from illusion (their Palm Sunday euphoria created by thinking that Jesus’ triumphant entry in 
Jerusalem signaled the beginning of a strong military or political regime that would crush the occupying 
Roman forces) to disillusionment (the end of Jesus’ life and the apparent end of his ministry with his death 
on the cross) to an unquenchable joy rooted in the resurrection of the One whom they called Lord.  Like 
those first followers of Jesus, we also go through cycles of emotional reactions.  We have times when the 
realism of our lives can cause us to feel the depths of disillusionment.  Yet there are other times when we 
are flooded with unquenchable joy because of the hope of new life, new possibilities, new opportunities 
which God’s power is able to raise up out of the ashes of our defeats and disappointments.

For those of us who seek to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ, each week is a Holy Week.  Each week 
we have one foot firmly planted next to the cross and one next to the unoccupied grave.  Each holy week 
of our lives we discover anew the realism and hope of following Jesus Christ.

May the Savior God of Good Friday and the Risen Christ of Easter fill you with unquenchable joy.

Rev. Barry Dawson, ACP

Called by 
Christ
Called by Christ to “go forth to every 
part of the world”. We are a con-
gregation dedicated to serving and 
living out God’s love for the world 
– Locally and globally- in the Name 
of Jesus Christ who is the “Light of 
the World”. We seek to achieve this 
end through our prayers, time, talents 
and financial support.

The Social Concerns Committee has been at the 
heart of the American Church in Paris’ outreach 
ministry for many years.  Initially it started as a 
ministry that received a budget from the church 
for the many associations it sponsored. It would 
then distribute these funds to those in need both 
in the Paris area and internationally, with special 
consideration given to Christian associations.

The church recently underwent financial evalua-
tion that required the leadership to restructure the 
distribution of funds.  The social concerns area was 
one of the ministries affected by this restructur-
ing. This did not stop members of The American 
Church in Paris from doing God’s work. With 
the help of many volunteers the whole concept 
of social concerns was re-evaluated. The result 
of this process was an alteration of name and a 
more dynamic outreach ministry. 

Today this expanded committee has been re-
named Social Concerns/Mission Outreach. Each 
year the members of the church are encouraged 
to participate in social outreach ministries through 
our annual Volunteer Sunday. Volunteer Sunday 
is a special occasion for the congregation to meet 
representatives from associations serving in the 
Paris area. Representatives from the Salvation 
Army, ACAT, Young Life Paris, and Habitat 
for Humanity are some examples of those who 
provided information to the church community. 
Last year’s church wide campaign generated an 
impressive amount of interest. The giving hearts 
of these volunteers have enriched the ministry in 
innumerable ways. Their leadership has really 
made a difference in the life of others and the life 
of the church.

Continued on page 6
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The Committee now has one lay leader for each 
ministry.  Among them are Habitat for Humanity, 
led by Robin Brady, who is also the chair of the 
Social Concerns committee. ACAT, (Association 
of Christians Against Torture), is led by Sedinam 
Fianyo, from the American Cathedral.  The Friday 
Homeless Luncheon is led by Kristie Worrell and 
The Refugee Ministry is led by Avril Lee. These 
are just a few of the hands-on ministries under 
the American Church in Paris’ Social Concerns 
umbrella.

These ministries have been highlighted because 
they are more hands on than funds intensive. Habi-
tat for Humanity will be going to Romania this 
summer.  ACAT members sign letters and petitions 
on behalf of people experiencing inhumane treat-
ments.  The Friday Luncheons provide a meal and 
sharing of God’s word to homeless individuals and 

Spiritual Spotlight

Called by Christ
Continued from page 4

Both “Blooms” (Bloom Where You are Planted and Bloom Where You Work) 
went extremely well this last month.  Although I have lived in France as a 
teenager, attending the French public schools, and have lived here in Paris 
for almost 3 years, I continue to learn each time I sit in on a Bloom orientation.  
Nancy Caldwell was particularly impressive as she gave us some tools for “decod-
ing” culture, so that we could understand the differences between our home culture and 
French culture.  We developed new insights into how much the French love their language 
and continue to study it throughout their lives.  We discussed the French value of complexity, 
over and against the American value of simplicity.  We saw how important it is to the French 
artisan to sell an item of which he or she can be proud.  W heard true stories showing how the maker 
won’t sell it, even if the buyer wants it, unless the maker thinks it is worth selling.

It is so challenging for us Americans, who come from a pragmatic, utilitarian culture, to live in this culture 
that values quality and beauty more than cost value and functionality.  American culture does have its strengths: 
with these values we can solve many problems quickly; we are open to new inventions and to new ideas, as long 
as they “work.”  Of course one of the wonderful results of expat life is that we can learn to appreciate certain aspects 
of our own culture, even as we appropriate some values from the new cultures we encounter.

But what happens when we listen deeply to French culture and learn to put beauty and complexity as central values?  In what way does this help us appreciate 
a different aspect of life?  I believe that it opens up a religious side of us, for a key aspect of the Holy is Beauty.  Beauty, whether it is the beauty of music, 
architecture, art, and dance or the beauty of nature, draws us into what is of highest value in life.  Beauty creates in us feelings of harmony.  Beauty also ties us 
into love, for love could be defined as the beauty found in good relationships.  Thus beauty directs us to the beauty and love that lie at the center of creation.  
The Source of that holy beauty and love is what we call God.

So we are invited to unashamedly launch ourselves into a love affair with the beauty of this city and the beautiful in life: from the harmonies of music to the 
music of loving and harmonious relationships.  Notice the places and times when beauty touches you: it may be God reaching out in love, for the nature of 
God is Beauty itself.

Dr. Tina Blair
From the Women of the American Church April newsletter

the Refugee Ministry provides a packet to mem-
bers of the church who are in need. This packet 
includes a telephone card, metro tickets and ticket 
service, which can be used at the grocery stores to 
purchase anything from toiletries to food.

In addition to this ministry being a blessing to 
those in material need it is also a great place for a 
number of individuals to use their gifts and talents. 
With the church community being of a transient 
nature there is richness in the ideas generated and 
the different perspectives we have to approach 
these ministries.  

This is one of the many ways we as a congregation 

practice the charge we are given “to go forth to 
every part of the world,” with dedication in serving 
and living out God’s love for the world.

Monica Brown, 
ACP Correspondent
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Mystery and Revelation
The Gothic is accepted by students of Christian art as the type of church architecture best fitted to 
arouse in the human soul the emotion of awe and reverence.  Thus the windows of a gothic church 
should intensify the feeling of rapture.  They should speak with the tongues of angels.  They should 
evoke praise and the spirit of holiness.  They should call to penitence and prayer.

from The Glory of the Jeweled Window 
Sermon, Sunday July 27, 1930 

Dr. Joseph Wilson Cochran, Pastor of The American Church in Paris (1923-1933)

The church sanctuary has always been a place of mystery and revelation for me.  Though I acknowledge 
God’s presence in all aspects of His creation, the church sanctuary is the space in which I remove myself from 
the distractions and demands of my life and come face to face with my God and Savior, through scripture, 
community, and the symbols of faith.  Some Sundays I arrive weary from the week, eager to be found in the 
company and comfort of God’s people.  Other Sundays I am startled to realize that I spent the bulk of the 
worship service either daydreaming or making mental notes of people I need to see and committee work I 
need to accomplish during Coffee Hour. 

Recently, during a Coffee Hour conversation, I was asked to consider writing an article for The Bridge about 
the Wannamaker Memorial Windows in the sanctuary.  Attributed to the generosity of Rodman Wannamaker, 
the two Tiffany windows were commissioned and placed in the chancel of the original ACP church on rue 
de Berri at the turn of the 20th century in the memory of Wannamaker’s wife.  Nearly 30 years later, the 
windows were transferred and installed in the right cloister of the existing ACP sanctuary upon its completion 
in 1927.  Entitled “Hope” and “Faith”, they depict heavily robed figures, in characteristically graduated hues 
of blue and green that gaze out over the congregation with faces deep in peaceful contemplation.

Weeks later, sorting through documents in the church archives, seeking those elusive documents that would 
confirm the commonly held notions and assertions about “the Tiffany windows”, I came upon Dr. Cochran’s 
sermon.  Once I made my notes, I closed and returned the files and made my way down into the silence of 
the darkened sanctuary on a chilly mid-March afternoon.  Finding a pew that provided a clear view of both 
windows, and proximity to a heating floor grate, I sat quietly and stared at the two windows.  I marveled at 
the intensity of the colors.  I noted the countenance of each face.  I considered the symbols of hope and faith 
in their hands.  I imagined their place, high above the chancel in the rue de Berri sanctuary, and wondered 
if they spoke “with the tongues of angels” to the congregation below.

My research is not yet complete on these mysterious memorial windows.  I have read the related works of 
Ruth Dixon and Thomas E. Duggan, and am presently reading the Dr. Cochran’s published history of the 
ACP.  I am in the initial stages of contacting the Wanamaker Foundation and the Tiffany Archives.  I have 
many more files in the ACP archives to review.  And, I have a list of people whose history with the ACP is 
promised to yield tremendous information.  These windows have much more to reveal, but I do not believe 
that their purpose is solely to tweak my curiosity. 

When the Wannamaker Memorial Windows were first installed over 100 years ago, it was intended that they 
arouse awe and reverence, intensify rapture, speak with heavenly voices, evoke praise and holiness, and 
over all, demand penitence and prayer.  A symbol of hope and faith, the Tiffany windows, in the company 
of the enormous stained glass windows throughout the sanctuary serve as a reminder of the history of our 
faith and the work God has yet to do in our lives.

Each window will indeed be a memorial to loved ones gone before.  But it should be also a living 
thing, an inspiration to richer living, an enduring call and challenge to make life in Christ the noblest 
and fairest work of art.  Yet the most glorious stained glass window ever made for an earthly sanctuary 
is but a faint symbol of what God can do with His dwelling place–the heart of the believer.

 (ibid)

Copies of A Church on the Seine: The American Church in Paris 1814-1981 by Ruth Dixon and Opportunity 
to Serve: The American Church in Paris 1978-1992 by Thomas E. Duggan are available for purchase along 
with postcards of the Wannamaker Memorial Windows from the WOAC and Docents of the ACP.

Shawn M. Stovell
ACP Correspondent

Bloom 
Programs 
Featured in 
France Today
France Today, a magazine about French 
travel and culture is published 10 times a 
year and is full of up-to-date information 
about France.  The April, “Paris Issue,” 
includes a great article on the “Bloom 
where You are Planted” program of the 
Women of the American Church. Dr. 
Tina Blair, in an interview with Arthur 
Gillette for the magazine, recounts the 
history of the program.  The article goes 
on to mention the expanding “Bloom” 
programs including “Bloom Where 
You Work” and the ACP information 
center.  

To read the article and find out more 
about this interesting magazine go to 
their web site, www.francetoday.com.
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his brother, he comes to the throne in 1560 (age 
10) with his mother serving as Regent. 

At the Cathedral of Rouen in 1563 (age 13) he is 
officially declared to be major. History indicates 
that he was influenced by his 

strong mother but occasion-
ally under the tutorage of the most powerful 
French Huguenot leader, Admiral Gaspard de 
Coligny.  Because the nation had been torn by the 
Wars of Religion, it is also know that this young 
King (and at the time his mother) were trying to 
find ways to bring peace to the both sides. 

Mama, being no fool herself, decides that she, 

Café Au Lait From my Sidewalk Café
It has been a glorious spring, so far, in Paris.  The 
bright, lemon-yellow forsythia, creamier jonquils, 
tulips, and the delightfully scented, purple, pink, 
and white hyacinths seem to be everywhere in my 
quartier. The Parc Monceau is alive with chirping 
oiseaux (birds) in the pink cherry and magno-
lia trees.  La neige (snow) of l’hiver 
(winter) didn’t fool Mother 
Nature because les couleurs 
du printemps (springtime 
colors) are deeper and more 
vivid than ever.

As I sip my café au lait, dehors 
(outdoors)  in my sidewalk 
café aujourd’hui (today)  this 
fool has been watching les étu-
diants (students) et les enfants 
(the children) from l’école ma-
ternelle chasing anyone, try-
ing to place colorful, cut-out,  
construction paper,  Poisson 
d’Avril (April Fools day fish) 
on each others’ dos (back).  
Since the naissance (birth) 
of Velcro, it happens much 
more quickly and easily these 
days.  Even a couple of the 
regulars standing at the bras-
serie counter drinking their 
espresso’s have un Poisson 
irrationally placed on their 
lower back sides. They’ve 
obviously been fooled around 
with by some children who 
had hit their mark.

Pappies et Mammies (Grand-
pas & Grandmas) have already 
purchased enormous amounts 
of chocolate bells, les poules 
et les œufs (chickens & eggs) 
from  les maisons du chocolat 
and patisseries during the 
early Easter weeks. However, no fools them-
selves, les patisseries, les confiseries, and any 
local boulangeries have fabricated les poissons en 
chocolat  (chocolate fish) to celebrate the day.

C’est le roi de France (It’s the King of France) 
Charles IX who is credited for April Fool’s 
Day in France, maybe dans tout le monde (all 
the world). He was born at the Chateau of St. 
Germaine-en-Laye in 1550.  His mother was the 
powerful Catherine de Medicis. After the death of 

Charlie the King,  and Henri de Navarre (future 
King Henri IV)  should  travel throughout France 
(1564-67) to recreate a sense of  national unity and 
reconcile the Catholics and Protestants after so 

many years of war.  Any fool can see 
it didn’t hurt to reinforce the monar-
chy either, especially to the Huguenot 
population.   It’s during this trip, King 
Charles IX, now under the influence 
of the Protestant Coligny, issues the 
important Edict of Roussillon (1564)  
which reforms the annual calendar to 
the Gregorian Calendar we still use 
today.  One of the most important 
changes was New Year’s Day from  
April 1st.  to January 1st. 

This came as a great shock to the 
French who had traditionally used  
New Year’s Day festivities as a time 
to exchange gifts with family and 
friends.   The French , instead of un 
grève,  decided  to make a mockery 
of April 1. Instead of the usual New 
Years cadeaux (gifts), people sent gag 
gifts and silly messages to friends.  
Many of les cadeaux were fish 
because at that time a fish was con-
sidered a foolish thing which would 
strike at any bait during the month 
of Avril. And, for years, thereafter, 
anyone still celebrating April 1st as 
the true New Years Day became the 
butt of jokes and pranksters known as 
a Bouffon d’Avril or April Fool. 

Désormais (now), if you think that 
you’re a bouffon taking my bait from 
the sunshine of Paris, you’ll just have 
to come to Paris, eat your poisson 
d’avril and ask the locals.  They’ll 
probably think you’re a un farceur 
(prankster) because I doubt many 
of them know pourquoi on mange 
les poissons d’avril en chocolat 
(why we eat chocolate fish) either.  
And, when the French come to the 

U S A they probably can’t imagine how the 
chocolate retail industry missed this opportunity 
to sell chocolate fish!

Bon Printemps………

Ellen Soret 
Paris Correspondent
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Continued on page 9

BERLIN CONNECTION

I Was Hungry…
“I was hungry and you fed me…I was hungry and you gave me no meal.”

Jesus in Matthew 25:35 & 42

It is fascinating to note that those words are written just previous to the account of Jesus walking his final 
days on this earth before his crucifixion.  I would encourage every one of you to look at the account in 
Matthew 25 beginning at verse 31 and following.

These are some sobering words.

The American Church in Berlin is launching out in faith trusting that the Lord will bless our endeavors.  
On April 8th ACB will begin participating in “Laib und Seele” (“Body and Soul”) – an opportunity to reach 
out with the love of God in Jesus Christ providing food for people in need.  It is no secret that the economic 
situation in our area of Dennewitzplatz is challenging.  The news media shares that the unemployment 
rate in Germany is the highest since the last war.  People are experiencing great difficulty.

The American Church in Berlin was approached by the organization “Berliner Tafel” asking if we would 
be a distribution center in the Schönenberg area for “Laib und Seele.”   After much careful and prayerful 
consideration, the Church Council along with t the many committees of the congregation has responded 
to this request with a resounding, YES!  One of the goals of ACB in moving to Dennewitzplatz was to 
provide assistance to people in need.

On April 8th, and each Friday evening there after, the church will be open from 6:30–8:00 p.m.  We will 
be distributing food items that have been donated by the merchants of the area stores.  Over 20% of the 
food from stores goes to waste.  Berliner Tafel is an organization that coordinates the distribution of this 
“extra” food.  The way it will work is this: At 4 p.m. a member of ACB will use a rented van to drive to 
the stores and pickup their donated goods.  This will then be brought to the Luther Church where we will 
have volunteers from the congregation sort the food and put it out for display.  From 6:30–8 p.m. people 
will be able to come into the front entrance of Luther Church and receive a bag of food.  The food will 
be distributed according to need and family size stated on their social registration card.  Following the 
distribution time, clean up will be necessary.

A group of ACB people has been meeting, planning and organizing.  Colleen Conrad and the Witness 
and Outreach Team (Lisa Reznich Bergold, chair) have been instrumental working with this opportunity.  
This past Monday and Tuesday teams walked through the neighborhood asking for donations.  It is a 
beginning that is exciting and challenging.

Blessings,
Rev. Ben Coltvet, ACB

Our 
Hymns— 
A Spiritual 
Heritage
“I was glad when they said unto me, let us 
go into the House of the Lord.” ((Psalm 122 
vs.1)The enthusiasm of the Psalmist David is 
irresistible One has only to read his final Psalm 
No.150 to sense what he must have felt as the 
last sounds of the “psaltery, the harp, the tim-
brels, cymbals, the stringed instruments and the 
organs” finally faded away in the recesses of the 
sanctuary. 

Our hymns - A treasure reflecting the experiences 
of men and women in their untiring, if often haz-
ardous and faltering, walk with God. Isn’t this 
something wonderfully exciting, something about 
which we can all be rightly enthusiastic as we sing 
with the Psalmist “The Lord is the substance of 
my inheritance, given unto me in the beauty of 
his sanctuary. Indeed I have a goodly heritage.” 
(Psalm. 16.v 6)? For him few things could have 
been more beautiful than the music of the harp, 
the instrument with which as a shepherd boy he 
“refreshed” the morbid spirit of Saul the King (1. 
Sam. 16.vs.23 ) 

We have all had experiences that personally 
confirm that our hymns are an enrichment of our 
worship. They express our faith, they assuage our 
pain. They strengthen our resolve in moments of 
doubt and despair, They refresh the weary of spirit. 
They heal the broken hearted. With joy renewed, 
we respond in our hymns to the exhortation of the 
word preached. We praise and sing in adoration 
of our God, the King. Unique in the Sacraments 
they are the tie that binds the congregation with 
literally one voice and heart (LBW 370) With them 
we may even work wonders, as was the case of 
Paul and Silas. Do you remember how, locked up 
in a prison, the two so confused the jailors with 
their robust singing of David’s psalms that with 
the earth shaking beneath their feet the guards 
hurriedly threw the boisterous lunatics out of 
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OCEP, a newly developed program at American Church in Berlin, offers opportunities for individuals as well as groups from the USA and Germany to 
join ACB and local participants on community work projects around Berlin. OCEP is a highlight of the Luther Church Development Campaign aimed at 
expanding ACB’s service ministry and provides ACB with talent and resources to make an even greater impact in the Berlin community. OCEP also provides 
participants with challenging, exciting social service projects and exposure to the cultural diversity offered by Berlin. 
Applications are currently being accepted for the following three projects planned for 2005 and 2006:

Social Service Work Group 
Participants will work on Social Service projects in the local community 
Date: Summer 2005 and 2006 
Duration of Program: 5 - 7 Days  
Size of Work Group: 10 Participants

Mini Internship 
Individuals will participate in Mini Internships with the opportunity to work in private enterprises or nursing homes in Berlin while being active members 
at ACB 
Date: to be determined based on availability and individual applications 
Duration: to be determined based on individual applications 
Size of Work Group: 2 to 3 Participants

ACB Adventureland Summer Camp 
Participants will help with the annual ACB Adventureland Summer Camp for English-speaking people of all ages. The Camp provides Bible Study, 
Music, Crafts, Drama and Recreational classes 
Date: July 5 to 10, 2005 and July or August 2006 
Duration: 7 Days per summer 
Size of Work Group: 5 to 10 Participants

Churches and schools are especially invited to encourage young people (aged 15 and over) to come to Berlin and see the difference they can make by serving 
Christian ministry at home and around the world. Please contact Denise Banks-Grasedyck at dbanks@web.de or Daphne Jiang Ratke at daphnej@gmx.de, if 
you would like to get involved with the project, or if you have any questions about the project. Posters are available upon request!!

Daphne Jiang Ratke, Chair

their cells for peace and Pete´s sake? Those were 
the days!!!!!!!

Our Forum is therefore structured to further our 
awareness of these dynamics in the sacraments of 
silent prayer, the spoken word and the Eucharist. 
As instruments for spiritual growth and enlighten-
ment, they all have one great thing in common. 
They can be enhanced and rendered more sublime 
to the truly contemplative mind when trans-
fused by what one composer called “the sound 
of a great Amen.” Capturing the wonder, the 
message and the mystery of that sound is what our 
hymn singing is all about. If it does not, be certain 
we are definitely not in tune with the Spirit—It is 
this fine-tuning that we hope to further in our series 
on the Hymns of the Christian Church.

ACB Outreach and Cultural 
Exchange Program

Our Hymns
Continued from page 8

Each series has a specific focus The focus of this 
Spring series is “Jesus.”  Here the emphasis is 
on the practical application of some techniques 
essential for achieving a fruitful rapport with the 
Focus and hymns of the series. Within our limited 
time and space we approach our theme from three 
directions. We begin with an historical sketch of 
church music; we acquaint ourselves with the 
biographical and circumstantial origins of a 
given hymn and, most important of all, we tumble 
into the basement for some basic nitty-gritty in the 
workshop. We shall frequently find that, like a 
Bach trio, we are doing all three simultaneously.

Our goal will not be to pile up a record number 
of hymns looked at. With the skills we acquire 
anew, it is hoped we shall be better equipped to 

dive, further afield, for the pearls which lie buried 
on the floor of a timeless sea. 

Dr. Oliver Rock

(Don’t you wish you could join in this study?!  
The workshop will focus on six hymns: Be Thou 
my vision, Jesus shall reign where’er the sun, The 
Lord’s my Shepherd, When I survey the Wondrous 
Cross, Amazing Grace, and What a Friend we have 
in Jesus.  Ed.)
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Are we there yet?
A word on the ACB Luther Church Development Campaign
Are we there yet? Anyone who has ever trav-
eled more than five miles in a vehicle with 
young children has undoubtedly heard this 
question – repeatedly. Children get excited  
and sometimes impatient when they are 
“going somewhere.” The same applies to 
the people working on the Luther Church 
Development Campaign and the ever grow-
ing circle of members and friends supporting 
the campaign – supporting the mission. We 
are all excited- and sometimes impatient- be-
cause ACB is “going somewhere.” We are all 
on a mission together to make the outreach 
ministry at ACB part of an exemplary insti-
tution in a fantastic city that yet sometimes 
feels like a vacuum - absent of any notable 
Christian values.

ACB supporters refer to our 
campaign goal to raise 2.9 
million Euro and ask “Are we 
there yet?”

Expats inquire on the plans 
for expanding our ministry to 
include more social outreach 
programs and ask “Are we 
there yet?” Those who hope 
and pray that ACB’s plans 
for a seven-day-a-week 
center of Christian-based 
activity will be realized as 
well as those who might be 
just as pleased if those plans are not realized 
ask the same question of ACB  “Are we there 
yet?” The answer to the questions is in all 
cases, “No, we aren’t there yet. But we will 
get there.” 

To date ACB has received over 225,000 
Euro in gifts and pledges of gifts. Even as 
unemployment in the city of Berlin threatens 
to exceed 20 % and the number of families 
considered to be living at the “poverty line” 
increases, ACB borne by the “widow’s mite”, 
moves slowly but steadily ahead.

Some might wonder, how can we be so confi-
dent that ACB will one day see this fantastic 
vision of having its doors open for worship, 
meditation, education, food distribution to 
the needy, faith-based counseling, concerts 

and more every day of every week realized. 
Some already know. We are not running on 
confidence, we are running on faith. 

We have faith that God has called us to bring 
some love and His light to a city in which 
people are literally searching for Him, even 
if they don’t know His name. Without even 
recognizing it, people are desperate for the 
Light of Christ. This is so evident in the great 
political debate that has inflamed over offer-
ing some kind of education on “morality and 
values” in the schools. People are desperate 
to feel that there is more to life than a hedo-
nistic grab-what-you-can existence, that is 
why they are grabbing at straws. This too is 
evident in the recent court ruling which has 
established that Jehovah’s Witness are no 

longer to 
be consid-
ered a sect. 
People are 
desperate 
t o  h a v e 

faith in some- thing. And 
w e  a r e 
challenged 
to be the 
l i k e n e s s 
of Christ 
that  wil l 
catch their 
at tent ion 

and lead them to that “something”, the Real 
Thing!

Yes, God’s blessings just continue to come 
in- some days they trickle and on others 
days they literally pour down in many forms. 
Sometimes the blessing is a generous check 
from an ACB member or a member of the 
AFCU board or perhaps a visitor. Sometimes 
the blessing is yet another talented individual 
stepping up to offer professional and other 
services to ACB at no charge. Sometimes 
the blessing is a company director request-
ing that ACB send them a funding proposal 
for consideration. Sometimes the blessing 
is a note to let us know that a church “back 
home” has put ACB on its prayer chain. 

Blessings abound as do opportunities to 
do God’s work. Even as ACB’s leadership 
works to continue reducing the costs of op-
erating, new programs of Christian service 
are becoming part of every day life. In this 
edition of the bridge you will read articles 
about these new programs, such as  ACB’s 
new food distribution program “Laib & 
Seele” (Bread & Soul) in which ACB has 
joined forces with a local program supported 
by grocery stores in the neigbhorhood to 
distribute bag of groceries to struggling fami-
lies one day each week. You will also read 
about the Outreach and Cultural Exchange 
Program (OCEP) in which ACB is again 
reaching out into the community asking oth-
ers to join us in bringing hope and Christian 
love into our neighborhood through service 
to our community. As a church we  are also 
tackling tough issues by initiating dialogue 
through ACB’s lecture series. The next lec-
ture is to address the integration of foreigners 
and refugees from traumatized countries into 
our diverse community. All these programs 
are part of ACB’s ministry and part of the 
vision of what we are called to become. No, 
we aren’t there yet but the trip is an exciting 
and uplifting one thus far!

We hope and pray that you will join us.

May God continue to bless and keep you!

Denise Banks-Grasedyck
ACB Campaign Manager

5 James 7-11

Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s 
coming…As you know, we consider blessed 
those who have persevered. You have heard 
of Job’s perseverance and have seen what 
the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is 
full of compassion and mercy.

An ecumenical Home 
in the Heart of the City
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Continued on page 12

VIENNA CONNECTION
Benefit Concert in 
Seattle
Laurana Mitchelmore will present a piano concert 
of music by Chopin on Saturday, April 16, at 3 pm 
at First Baptist Church of Seattle, 1111 Harvard 
Avenue.  A native of Texas, Ms. Mitchelmore now 
resides in France, where she and her family joined 
the American Church in Paris on their arrival.  She 
is an active part of the church’s musical life while 
maintaining her professional concert career.  

Ms. Mitchelmore studied with Adele Marcus at the 
Julliard School of Music in New York, and with 
Dieter Weber at the Vienna Music Academy.  She 
was an assistant 
to the Austrian 
accompanist Erik 
Werba in Salz-
burg and Ghent.  
In Vienna, she 
was a member 
and musical par-
ticipant of the Vi-
enna Community 
Church.

P r i o r  t o  h e r 
performance in 
Seattle on behalf 
of the American and Foreign Christian Union she 
will accompany the mezzo-soprano Frederica von 
Stade in recital at Pacific Lutheran University on 
April 1.  They will collaborate in a master class at 
PLU on April 2.  Ms. Mitchelmore has previously 
accompanied Frederica von Stade in recitals in 
France, Spain, Ireland, and Monaco.

As soloist and accompanist, Ms. Mitchelmore 
has appeared extensively in the United States, 
Europe, and North Africa.  Among others she has 
performed with Metropolitan Opera and Vienna 
State Opera artists Arleen Auger, Judith Blegen, 
Jean Cox, William Blankenship, Ronald Hamilton, 
James King, John Shirley Quirk, and William 
Warfield.  Her performances have been broadcast 
on television and radio in Austria, France, Ger-
many, Ireland, Morocco, and the United States.  

Of special personal pride to her have been her 
performances of the premieres in 2003 and 2004 
of works in New York City of her daughter, Viv-

The Pastoral Search
While the search for a full-time pastor continues, the Vienna Community Church has indeed been fortunate 
to have the services of outstanding interim pastors and their wives.  Pastor Jack Hustad, and his wife, 
Helen, were with us for the months of January and February.  They brought a strong sense of vitality and 
enthusiasm to the Church, in its worship, its music, and its life as a community.  We are grateful to them 
for their ministry with us, and we wish them well as they return to the Pacific Northwest and wherever 
else they may be called to serve.

At the beginning of March, we welcomed the Rev. John Rogers and his wife Barbara to the VCC.  Pastor 
Rogers is ordained in the United Church of Christ, and has served in the United States, and in many other 
parts of the world.  Early in his career, he and Barbara spent a year in Japan, and traveled to China, India 
and Europe to observe mission operations.  Later, they served for brief times in Europe, Asia and South 
America.  Since his retirement, he has served as interim pastor in Hawaii, Indonesia, at the American 
Church in Paris on two occasions, and most recently at the American Church in Berlin.  From these latter 
two assignments, I am sure he and Barbara are well known to many in the AFCU family.  The VCC is 
thankful for John and Barbara’s leadership in our worship life, and their guidance, counsel and assistance 
in building the VCC community.

The Rogers will be with us until the end of May, 
at which time we are expecting to welcome the 
Rev. Jay Dee Conrad, who will be with us for 
the summer.  Pastor Conrad is ordained in the 
Presbyterian Church and is the retired senior 
pastor of the United Church of Los Alamos, New 
Mexico.  Before moving to Los Alamos, he served 
in California and Oregon in the US, and for short 
periods in New Zealand and Australia.  

The VCC is indeed fortunate to have such distin-
guished interim pastors while the search for a full-
time pastor to take up duties in the fall of 2005 
continues.  A pastor about to begin a sabbatical 
leave would be given full consideration.

Rev. John and Barbara Rogers
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Greetings to 
Vienna
Walt Dietrich’s gracious words about the pastors are, 
of course, appreciated.  It was a joy for us to return 
to the VCC and work again with so many long-time, 
faithful members there. The truth is it is the people 
of the congregation who, in so many ways, keep 
the churches going.  Their cooperative ministries 
as they care for one another, pray for one another, 
and engage in mission are inspiring.  

As in other international congregations we are 
familiar with, the long-time faithful servants who 
love their church provide extraordinary service 
and continue to energize and train newer and more 
transient folks,  (like the clergy).  We salute you all!  
Small wonder that when people return to their home 
countries they lament,  “We wish we could find a 
church home like Vienna, or Paris, or Berlin…or 
wherever.”

Churches overseas are facing some common chal-
lenges; changes in demographics and reduction in 
support.  It is evermore important that we who are 
alumni members remember the blessings of our 
overseas church homes with our gifts. 

Helen & Jack Hustad 
 Vienna Community Church

VCC Activities
Winter in Vienna brings with it short days, cold temperature, and rain and snow, as it does to much 
of Europe.  But it also brings the season of balls, concerts, plays, special museum exhibits, and many 
cultural events.  For the VCC, it meant the return of many of our members from their Christmas holidays 
in their home countries, our welcome of the Husteds to our family, and a new sense of vitality in the life 
of the VCC family.

On January 22, we celebrated the life of Jenn 
Wiberg, wife of Dave, mother of Alexandria, 
and daughter-in-law of Jim and Luray, who died 
of Hodgkin’s disease just after Christmas.  The 
memorial service was both a sad and joyous 
occasion for all of the VCC family, as well as for 
the friends and associates of Jenn and Dave.

A musical highlight of the winter was a visit by the men’s choir ‘Cantores Minores’ from Warsaw, Poland.  
This outstanding group of boys and young men was founded 14 years ago, and has performed in concerts 
and festivals throughout Europe and North America.  Many VCC families took part in housing the choir 
members during their visit to Vienna and enjoyed getting to know these young men.  Their musical 
contribution to our service on February 13 was truly memorable, and we are grateful to them and to all 
who contributed to making their visit possible.

This spring we look forward to a visit from AFCU delegates following the annual meeting of the AFCU 
in Paris in late May.  We welcome the opportunity to become better acquainted with the leaders of the 
AFCU, and for them to get to know the VCC family better.   

Walt Deitrich, VCC Correspondent

ian LeWine, who is in a graduate composition 
program at Mannes College of Music.

The Seattle concert will benefit the American and 
Foreign Christian Union. The free will offering 
envelopes will provide an opportunity to desig-
nate that the contribution may be directed to The 
American Church in Paris, The American Church 
in Berlin, or the Vienna Community Church. 

Benefit Concert in Seattle
Continued from page 11

Laurana Mitchelmore’s recital with 
Frederica von Stade


