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The American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) is a 

US-based 501 (c) (3) organization that supports the 

American Church in Paris, the American Church in 

Berlin, and the Vienna Community Church.  Focusing 

primarily on alumni and friends of these churches, the 

AFCU manages endowment funds to support these 

churches, stimulates donations to grow these funds, 

and offers consultation and direct support to assist 

these churches in their operations.  Please visit 

www.afcubridge.org for more information. 

President’s Message 

Autumn 2014 

 

I 
t was just a few months ago in July, 

2014 that we learned that our 

beloved AFCU Board of Directors’ 

member, Jim Craig, had died of a brief 

but devastating illness.  He had been 

active as a member for many years after 

his years attending the American Church 

in Paris.  He was a tireless worker in his 

various AFCU roles, including President, 

as he helped study issues, propose policy 

changes, develop vision and mission 

statements, and encourage giving of our 

talents and resources to support our 

partner churches.  We were additionally 

devastated and heartbroken when, only 

a few days later, his wife Cindy, left us 

and went to join Jim and embark on 

their new heavenly ventures.  Though 

saddened, we also rejoice in the 

beautiful lives they lived, supporting 

Christ’s church and all His people. 

Jesus taught us that we are His hands 

that do His work of bringing God’s 

message to people at home and around 

the world.  We give because people are 

hungry.  We give because people living 

in poverty need a helping hand.  We give 

because families uprooted and disrupted 

in our world need 

love and support in 

their new 

communities.  We 

give to provide a 

place where the 

Word of God can 

be proclaimed.  We 

give to be able to 

proclaim the Word of God to those who 

have never heard or who yearn to hear 

the Good News.  We give to be and to 

provide a beacon of Light in 

communities that need to witness God’s 

people at work.  We give because Jesus 

taught us to be good and generous 

stewards of our gifts and resources.  We 

give because of our love of God and all 

of His creation. 

Jim and Cindy knew this.  We all know 

this.  Jim and Cindy lived this as a vision 

and mission in their lives.  We all are in 

the process of living this vision and 

mission in our own lives.  May God help 

us in our quest to support the visions 

and missions of the partners, American 

and Foreign Christian Union, American 

Church in Paris, American Church in 

Berlin and Vienna 

Community Church and to 

brighten the beacons of light 

from our people into the 

world.        

Ken Rislov 

Jesus taught us that we are His hands that 

do His work of bringing God’s message to 

people at home and around the world.   
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I 
 first met Jim Craig at an AFCU meeting in Paris which he 

attended representing the ACP.  Although I did not know 

him, his presence was felt throughout by his demeanor and 

thoughtful comments he made during the meeting. 

Upon his return to the U.S. he joined the AFCU in 1998 where he 

remained active for the next 16 years.  Jim consistently showed 

what Christian commitment means and always set a positive and 

sensitive tone in all discussions and decisions.  He felt that the 

AFCU should get support from the churches that the AFCU Board 

members belonged to and consistently encouraged board 

members to share the missions and activities of our partner 

churches with our home churches.  Over time this became a 

major thrust for several members. 

One of the occurrences that I remember was while we were 

attending a meeting in Berlin.  This was during the period of time 

when the Berlin Church (ACB) was trying to decide whether to 

take a big leap and move from small quarters in the southern 

part of Berlin to the large available church facility in central 

Berlin near where the church had been located prior to World 

War II.  Several of us from the AFCU and ACB were talking 

casually in the balcony of the proposed new church and the 

spirit seemed to tell us to take the leap.  Jim’s comments and 

outlook seemed to frame our discussion and be influential in 

leading the decision to move the church. 

Jim served as President of the AFCU for 3 years from 2003 to 

2006.  While President he focused the AFCU on thinking about 

its mission and how it could better help the churches it served in 

Europe.  During this time he was instrumental in motivating our 

new partner, the Vienna Community Church, to employ a 

permanent minister to 

position them for 

stability and growth.   

Jim’s leadership and 

presence had a 

positive effect on the 

activities of the AFCU.  

He encouraged 

excellence and 

brought an in-depth 

Christian viewpoint to 

all the discussions and 

decisions.  Over time I 

became good friends 

with Jim and enjoyed 

many conversations 

with him.  He will be 

missed. 

 

A Tribute to Jim Craig 
By Bob DeLuryea 

Our Friends, Jim and Cindy Craig 

O 
ur long friendship with the Craigs began in the 
1970s.  I met Jim in Milwaukee, WI where both of 
us were working for PPG Industries' Coatings Divi-

sion.  They had been transferred from California and we had 
been moved from Atlanta, GA.  During the cold Milwaukee 
winters, we enjoyed dinners together, sharing stories of 
"warmer places" This was the  beginning of a life long friend-
ship, intertwined with both our PPG careers and our fami-
lies.  
  
Jim Craig was a strong Christian family man, a visionary in 
business and a born leader. During our years at PPG, the 
company grew at a record pace and both of us were trans-
ferred many times.  We remained close friends with Jim, 
Cindy and their children.  
   
Jim's career was most successful, being appointed President 
of PPG, Canada and later, all of Western Europe. In spite of 
Jim's success, he never forgot his roots in West Virginia 
where he was born, raised and educated at the University of 
West Virginia. He told many humorous stories about life in 
the "wild and wooly" country. 
 
One of my favorite stories was about Jim's visit back to his 
homestead in Morgantown.  One evening, when he was 
in  his 50's, he decided to have a glass of wine while sitting 
on his mother's porch. She was a staunch Baptist and chas-
tised him sternly.  Jim reminded his mother about the mira-
cle at the marriage of Canna when Jesus turned water into 
wine. His mother interrupted him and commented that, 
"there were some things Jesus did that she just didn't agree 
with". 
 
Despite Jim's work commitment and world wide travel, he 
always remained active in charities.  He served on numerous 
boards and held positions at: 
       Pittsburgh Seminary 
       AFCU, {where we served together} 
       Moorings Park Church 
       President at Pelican Marsh Golf Club 
       Elder & Deacon at Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church          
       Chairman of his Fraternity at WVU 
  
Jim was my personal mentor for many years.  I've been 
blessed to do the same for his son, Brett.  
 
We will remember Jim and Cindy as we saw them last 
April;  happy, caring and so full of life!   We will miss them!   
 
 
With loving memories, 
Jerry and Rita Krupp  
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              New Members of the AFCU 

A number of changes have taken place this past summer for the AFCU Financial organization.  I was elected Treasurer at the May 

Annual Board Meeting and Russ McNaughton was elected Financial Secretary.  In addition to the job transitions, we were notified 

that our version of QuickBooks (our financial record-keeping system) was no longer going to be supported after the end of May.  

We have moved to a new system called “QuickBooks Enterprise Solutions” which needs to run on a Server instead of a P.C.   

Getting started was a bit of a challenge, but the system has proved to be far superior to our old system.   

“Passing the baton” for these jobs entailed a few days of spending time together to make these transitions.  Our former Treasurer, 

Bill Sewell remained in place until August to facilitate our transition.  The recognition plague depicted here was presented to him 

in appreciation for his over five years of service to the AFCU.   

Our Audit Review for end of the years 2012 and 2013 was completed by James Quist, CPA, with a written report which is available 

to anyone upon request. 

Next, our president, Ken Rislov, appointed a Finance Committee consisting of six board members.  In addition to the Financial 

Secretary and the Treasurer, it includes Bob Dunlop, Chairperson, Bob DeLuryea, Nate Groves and Dustin Smith.  This committee 

will continue to study and recommend improvements in the handling of AFCU Finances. 

Among all these changes, the AFCU has established a new permanent mailing address listed here in The Bridge.  This new service 

has proved to be extremely effective in our receiving mail on a timely basis. 

We are happy to report that we have made grants to our member churches totaling $615,250. this year.  Since our board 

members pay all their own expenses, our board-only budget ended 2013 with a $3,000. surplus and we expect a $2,800. surplus in 

2014. 

We are truly blessed to have the support of our loyal donors. Thank you so much for all your support! 

-- Jerry Burns, AFCU Treasurer 

A Note from the AFCU Treasurer 

Please welcome new members of the AFCU! 

From left to right: 

Joseph Parker to Member of the Board. Joe is a prior Council President at 

the American Church in Berlin. 

Diana Parker to Member of the Board. Diana is also an alumni of the Amer-

ican Church in Berlin. Joe and Diana have recently returned to the US. 

Brett Craig to Member of the Board. Brett is President and Chief Executive 

Officer, QSpex and the son of Jim and Cindy Craig who recently passed 

away. Jim and Cindy were extremely active with the AFCU for many years. 

Rev. Rick Hartmann to Consultant.  Rick is PASTOR, Zion Lutheran Church, 

Fredericksburg, Texas, and a prior Executive Consultant at Resource Ser-

vices, Inc. 

 

A Visit From Martin and Kate Luther 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martin and Kate Luther are a fun way for Resur-

rection Lutheran Church in Oro Valley (Tucson) 

Arizona to create awareness of the anniversary 

of Martin Luther and the Reformation coming up 

in 2017.  Martin and Kate are traveling with 

members to places around the US and the 

world.  Photos are published in the church 

newsletter "Where are Martin and Kate.  Martin 

and Kate paid a visit to the AFCU Development 

meeting in Atlanta and are currently visiting 

sites around Europe, focusing on the churches 

of ACP, ACB, and VCC.  Resurrection will also 

be reminded that they hosted an annual meet-

ing several years ago. 
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Financial needs of our churches have clearly 
demonstrated the importance of the investments in the 
AFCU Endowment Funds. All three of the member 
churches have endowments; the American Church in 
Paris, the American Church in Berlin and the Vienna 
Community Church. Each of these funds is designed to last 
forever, expanding by gifts and donations from the 
generosity of our friends. Donations to these funds are 
not spent but are left to grow with the investment gains of 
the funds for the purpose of making grants each year to 
support these ministries. 
 
We use professional financial managers to invest the 
funds based upon criteria our Finance Committee reviews 
on a regular basis. The Committee is obliged to ensure 
wise and stable investments. Grants made for operations 
are fixed at 5% of the overall Fund’s value. The American 
Church in Paris currently has the largest endowment fund 
and therefore has the most available to grant back for 
supporting operations and special projects. The other 
churches have smaller funds that are being left to grow 
until they reach a size that enables their effective use.  
 
The Heritage Society is made up of friends that have 
included the AFCU in their estate  plans and have 
designated future gifts. Nearly all of the future gifts are 
designated for endowment. Current contributions can also 
be designated for endowment and they are immediately  
invested in the respective fund for the church that is 
designated, and start to grow and build for the future. The 
sole purpose of having endowment funds is to ensure the 
long term survival of the ministries. Your gifts are allowed 
to live forever, giving your churches a lasting legacy of 
charitable, religious and educational giving. Donors can 
use a variety of methods to make gifts to the Endowment 
Funds. Gifts of all sizes and forms are welcome. 
 
Gifts of cash and non-cash gifts - Current tax laws honor 
charitable gifts as having federal tax deductibility. Gifts of 
securities held more than one year, such as stock that has 
appreciated in value is a very cost effective means to gift. 
A number of plans allow gifting and still receive an 
ongoing income to you and a spouse or children. Options 
include charitable remainder trusts and charitable gift 
annuities. Help with selecting the best choices for you are 
available from your tax advisor or financial manager. 

Testamentary Gifts-  
 
 Life Insurance - Options are to transfer ownership of 

an existing  policy or purchase a new policy in the 
name of the AFCU for the benefit of a given  church. 
There are estate tax benefits and the donor may 
receive a charitable tax deduction for lifetime 
transfers. 

 
 Bequests - You can leave a living memorial in your will. 

The AFCU Church Designated  Endowment can also be 
a beneficiary of your estate. 

 
 Real Estate - A gift of property held for more than one 

year can provide the same tax advantages as a gift of 
stock. 

 
 Retirement Assets – A great way to grow an 

Endowment Fund is through beneficiary designations 
of retirement funds such as an IRA or a 401-K. This 
provides flexibility for the donor who continues to 
have access to the funds during their lifetime. 

 
We have listed a few of the options for you to leave a 
legacy that will enrich God’s Kingdom. Please visit our web 
site to obtain more information at www.afcubridge.org 
On behalf of the AFCU and our churches, we deeply thank 
you for your prayers and gifts.  
 
The AFCU is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. If you 
would like to include one or more of our three churches in 
your estate planning, please 
contact us at our e-mail 
address: 
afcuheritage@afcubridge.org
   
   
  
Russell McNaughton,  
    

Heritage Society 

   
   
  

 

Heritage Society, Planned Giving, and AFCU Endowment Funds 

 

http://www.afcubridge.org
mailto:afcuheritage@afcubridge.org
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Friends in Christ, numerous congregations in the United States have already aligned themselves with our three 

churches in Europe as “Sister or Partner Congregations.”  By doing so, they have established formal agreements 

between their congregation and our foreign congregations.  Key items in such agreements include but are not limited 

to the following: 

 Enhance the worship, sharing and mission experiences of both churches and their congregations. 

 Invite each congregation to visit one another. 

 Exchange pastor visits. 

 Share periodic congregational ministry stories to publish in respective newsletters and web sites. 

 Exchange youth visits and experience multi-cultural settings to include visitation to historic religious sites       

in either location. 

 Share musical talents by choir and musician exchange visits. 

 Exchange historical church information. 

 Participate in congregational outreach projects such as food pantries, community cleanup efforts, etc. 

 Coordination and cooperation with like church committees such as Christian Education, Global Missions, 

Worship, Music and Youth Programs.  

Obviously both congregations benefit.  One might ask then, what is the best way to establish such a mutual and 

beneficial agreement.  The recipe that has given some AFCU board members success includes the following: 

 Personal contact with US home church pastors, mission/outreach committees and/or congregations.   

 Contact with local synod bishop or regional office via e-mail and phone to see which congregations have 

healthy outreach or mission programs.  (See sample attached.) 

 Prepare and present to the above short presentations on the missions of the AFCU and our foreign 

churches.  (Sunday Adult Forum or classes are ideal opportunities.) 

 Present proposed Sister Congregation agreements for church staff  review. 

 

A Recipe for Sister Church Support 

 

 

For further assistance contact Don Krump:  dsjetsetters@aol.com 
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We have just come through some major thanksgiving celebrations in Europe and 
Canada. In our host country, Germany, the first Sunday of October is celebrated in 
the church as “Erntedankfest” or thanksgiving for the harvest. Often the altars are 
adorned with produce from the fields and items that are made such as loaves of 
bread from the harvested wheat and other grains. In Canada, the harvest festival 
called Thanksgiving Day is celebrated on the second Monday of October. This year 
in the Jewish faith the harvest festival of Sukkot began on October 8 and ended a 
week later on October 15. Sukkot has a dual significance: historical and 
agricultural. Historically, Sukkot commemorates the forty-year period during which 
the children of Israel were wandering in the desert, living in temporary shelters. 
Agriculturally, Sukkot is a harvest festival and is sometimes referred to as the 
Festival of Ingathering. An aspect of all these festivals is giving God thanks for the 
fruits of the harvest. Of course, the winter holiday season in the U.S.A. is ushered 
in by a great thanksgiving tradition that like the festival of Sukkot also serves a dual 
purpose. It is both a harvest festival and a holiday that provides unity and solidarity 
for all the diverse citizens and residents of the United States. 

Thanksgiving Day in the United States is an official Federal holiday and is one this 
nation's oldest and most cherished traditions. A part of this thanksgiving tradition is the recounting of the feast that was given in 
honor of the Wampanoag tribe, who generously shared their knowledge of the land that helped the Pilgrim immigrants from 
Europe survive their first harsh winter. From its inception, however, Thanksgiving Day in the United States has been more than 
just a harvest festival. George Washington declared Thanksgiving as” a day of solemn thanksgiving to God for all His mercies.” 
Abraham Lincoln invited, “fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are 
sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to 
our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens.” Last year President Obama offered words of unity for the nation that has 
been a theme of this celebration from its beginning: “This tradition reminds us that no matter what our background or beliefs, no 
matter who we are or who we love, at our core we are first and foremost Americans.” Thanksgiving Day in the United States is a 
harvest festival and much more! (And I haven't even begun to talk about food and football!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We at the American Church in Berlin have much to be thankful for and the members and friends of the AFCU have been the 
significant factor for our being able to offer up such thanks and praise to God. In 2012 and 2013 we were able to install a new and 
more efficient heating system in the church. This October 2014 we were able to install a new sound system with aids for the 
hearing impaired. The comfort and clarity of our worship life has never been better. This has brought an increase in attendance 
and renewed vigor to the congregation. These two enhancements to our facility are largely due to the generous support of the 
AFCU. It is important to note, however, that it is not only the great financial support we receive from the AFCU, but also the 
prayers and words of encouragement, the sage counsel, and even hands on labor in our ministry for which we truly give thanks to 
God. We are eager for the chance to host the next AFCU Spring Board meeting in 2015, so that you can see and experience first 
hand the growth in our ministry for which we are indebted to all the members and friends of the AFCU. 
Thank you and may God's richest blessings be with you during this season of Thanksgiving! 

The Berlin Connection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.americanchurchberlin.de 

‘Tis the Season for Thanksgiving  

Pastor Steve 

You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will pro-
duce thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of this ministry not only 
supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to 

God.  

2 Corinthians 9:11-12 

ACB members Ricardo Lashley and Bob Bakke built the sound booth for the new  sound system 
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Hello! I'm Eva Diestel, 
ACB's new Praise Band 
leader.  I am very happy 
to have this chance to 
bring more people to 
Christ though praise 
music at the American 
Church in Berlin.  I first 
came to ACB with ACB 
Chamber Choir Director, 
Travis Shaw.  I felt at 
home and have had the 

chance to accompany all of ACB's choirs over the 
past four years – Chamber Choir, Contemporary 
Choir and Gospel Choir.  I co-founded the 50 
member gospel choir Marvelous Praise and 
currently play in my Christian praise band, Abraxas.  
I feel I am most at home when playing gospel and 
jazz piano, but I also enjoy playing alto saxophone, 
and guitar. 

The ACB Praise Band has been a great new challenge 
for me.  I am given the task of providing the musical 
leadership for the new, second service at ACB which 
features praise music. From designing worship fliers 
to recruiting musicians through Craigslist and ACB, I 
have enjoyed most every minute of this work!  I lead 
the Praise Band and Choir from the piano/keyboard 
and am blessed to have three guitarists, a 
saxophone soloist, a trombonist (go Pastor Steve!), 
plus a praise choir and soloists of eight singers.  The 
learning curve has been high for me as I have 
learned to adapt text to computer program and 
overhead projection.  The great joy for me has been 
in picking music and learning of new music from our 
band members, as well as working with the 
dedicated musicians who give their time for our new 
project.  I am grateful to the ACB teenagers who sing 
and play, as well as lead the overhead text for our 
Sunday afternoon services. 

The big question is, “Will the people come to our 
new worship service?”  That is always the question. 
God bless the Finnish youth group and pastor who 
read our new banner hanging from the tower of 
ACB's Luther Church this weekend.  They planned to 

go to a Finnish church in Berlin but had not heard 
details back from that congregation.  They saw our 
announcement as they were riding by on the train 
and joined us at ACB for our lively worship.  These 
are the blessings that we receive when we are 
present in the community.  Open your doors and the 
people will come! 

New ACB Praise Band Leader 
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Dear Members and Friends of the AFCU,  

What do Psalm 107, Psalm 118, Psalm 136, and I Chronicles 

16:34 have in common? They begin with the words, “Give 

thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His faithful love endures 

forever.” I love those words and I believe that gratitude is at the 

heart of a healthy life! As the American Thanksgiving holiday 

approaches, I invite you to reflect on gratitude. How do you give 

thanks? To whom and why do you give? 

There has been a growing cultural shift in the meaning of 

Thanksgiving. The holiday when family and friends gathered to 

remember their blessings and give thanks to God has become a 

consumption carnival of eating, watching football and shopping. 

Last year, “Macy’s was blamed for the death of Thanksgiving” 

because it for the first time opened its stores for shopping on 

Thanksgiving Day.  Has Thanksgiving become merely the 

beginning of the Christmas shopping season? Has this beautiful 

holiday of Thanks-giving morphed into Thanks-buying? 

Jesus put it this way, “where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also.” In other words, what we do with our money and 

how we spend it says a lot about our priorities and values. I 

would invite you to consider what it means to put the “giving” 

back into Thanksgiving? It’s not a coincidence that many 

churches focus on stewardship around the holiday of 

Thanksgiving. We give our money to support the ministry and 

mission of the church because we are grateful for all the ways 

God blesses us, and for the opportunity to share our blessings 

with others as God calls us. It is my conviction that Christians 

should be the most generous people in the world, because we 

have experienced God’s generous love for us in the life, death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ! God gives generously, so we 

give generously. 

God has been very generous with the American Church in Paris 

this year. Despite financial challenges, we continue to 

experience God’s blessing. Here are just a few of this year’s 

highlights: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Paris Connection 

 

 

 

 

 

www.acparis.org 

-Open Door Ministry so that people may visit the sanctuary 

(over 1000 served) 

-Wedding Ministry (over 300 couples blessed from around the 

world) 

-Friday Mission Lunch, Sandwich Ministry (hundreds served 

each month) 

-African Fellowship, Filipino Fellowship (expanded reach to 

these communities) 

-Women’s Ministry, Men’s Ministry thriving (30 men will 

attend winter retreat) 

-Youth and Young Adults (50+ young adults meet every week; 

500 Facebook friends) 

-550 people at July 4th party 

-70 kids at VBS (largest ever!) 

-Over 300 AUP students will be welcomed for Thanksgiving 

Dinner in sanctuary 

-BLOOM is still blooming! (90 some volunteers helped serve 

209 guests) 

-200 year anniversary celebration of English-speaking worship 

in Paris service in the Madeleine in October. Fred Gramann 

directed a 200 member choir and the church was full! 

Continued on page 9... 
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We are facing financial challenges for a number of reasons, including the continuing economic sluggishness of 

the French economy and tough tax policies. But because we trust God is calling us to invest in the future ministry and 

mission of the ACP, we are inviting all members, friends and alumni/ae to support our capital campaign, “ACP-160: 

Strengthening God’s House.” We have a responsibility to be good stewards so that the ministry and mission of the 

ACP will continue to thrive for generations to come. 

I invite you to pray about what you give and why you give. And I pray that you will join me in giving thanks 

through generous and joyful giving to the ACP as a way of affirming that “the Lord is good, and his faithful love 

endures forever.”   

         In Christ, 

         Scott 

The Paris Connection, continued from page 7 

Madeleine Memories 
By Rebecca Brite 

On October 11, massed Anglophone choirs joined clergy from a 
dozen churches around the Paris region in the culmination of 
this year’s festivities celebrating 200 years of English-speaking 
worship in Paris. 

The event at the Madeleine Church in central Paris took months 
of planning and coordination. Fred Gramann, ACP music direc-
tor, wrote a new anthem for the occasion that, along with a 
work by Irish composer Charles Villiers Stanford, was performed 
by some 200 singers from the choirs of ACP, the American Ca-
thedral, Saint Michael’s, Saint Joseph’s, Holy Trinity and Freder-
ikskirken (the Danish Church), along with Voices Choeur Interna-
tional, Lux Perpetua, the Paris Choral Society and AIME. 

The anthem, “The Heavens Reveal the True Glory of God,” also 
featured the ACP’s Bronze Ringers handbell choir and six vocal 
soloists: sopranos Alison Scherzer and Bryn Vertesi, mezzo-
soprano Brigitte Heuser, baritones Till Bleckwedel and Kevin 
Moreno, and bass Cam Vertesi. All came from Germany for the 
event and also gave the next day’s ACP Atelier Concert. 

Another big highlight of the service was the guest preacher, who 
had an even longer journey to make: Mark Labberton, president 
of Fuller Theological Seminary, based in Pasadena, California. 

Also participating was the Académie de Danse Américaine de 
Paris. Composer and organist Peter Bannister, an ACP mem-
ber, played one of the Madeleine’s two pipe organs built by 
Aristide Cavaillé-Coll, the greatest organ maker of the 19th 
century. 

The Eglise de la Madeleine, host of the anniversary service, is 
one of the best-known monuments in Paris. This is partly due 
to its location at the end of Rue Royale in the 8th arrondisse-
ment. The street and its sight lines to the Neoclassical portico 
of the church are perfectly framed by the two stone buildings 
in the Concorde square designed by Ange-Jacques Gabriel, 
which today house the luxurious Hôtel de Crillon and the 
French Ministry of the Navy. 

 

Built in fits and starts between the late 1770s (only the colon-
naded front remains from that version) and the 1830s, the 
church dedicated to Mary Magdalene was intended by Napole-
on Bonaparte as a secular temple to the French Army. It was not 
even dedicated as a church until 1842, several years after its 
completion. 

This history explains why the half-dome fresco above the altar, 
nominally depicting the history of Christianity, shows Napoleon 
as its central figure, being crowned emperor by Pope Pius the 
VII and looming larger than Christ himself, who hovers modestly 
in the background. 

The figure of Napoleon serves, however, as a reminder that it 
was the emperor who, after reaffirming the Revolution’s resto-
ration of rights to Protestants, granted the Oratoire du Louvre 
to their use so he could demolish their previous church to ex-
pand the Louvre palace. 

It was at the Oratoire du Louvre that English-speaking 
Protestants began organized worship services in 1814. Pastor 
Marc Pernot of the Oratoire joined Father Brian McCarthy of the 
Madeleine in welcoming a nearly full house – plus several curi-
ous tourists – as members of the Paris area’s international 
churches celebrated that event on October 11. 

Photo: Fred Gramann 
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It is October and the chill air of autumn has been occasionally sparked 

with days of what I would call in Wisconsin “Indian Summer” - a time 

when the autumn takes a break from its normal schedule to grace us 

with unseasonably warm air. I am sure that soon winter coats will 

become the rule rather than the exception. Autumn came come a bit 

earlier this year to Central Europe. My mother was finally able to make 

the trip from Wisconsin to visit Vienna in late August. Her trip 

reminded me of Jeremiah 5:24, “Let us now 

fear the LORD our God, Who gives rain in its 

season, both the autumn rain and the spring 

rain." Almost the entire week she was in 

Europe it rained. I was with her in both 

Budapest and Prague and enjoyed taking 

time to see both of these towns with her. 

Time allowed an opportunity for to meet my 

brother Trey’s wife’s family who was 

originally from Budapest.  

It has been a busy year at VCC. The last 12 months we have had three different organists (along with a host of fill-in 

organists) and two different choir directors. Details about the new VCC music program are included later in this 

newsletter. Just to mention that both Prentiss Dunn our current choir director and Tomasz Pietak our current organist 

have been wonderful additions to the VCC leadership team. Besides being an excellent organist who enjoys 

improvising on hymn tunes, Tomasz (who originally comes from Poland) is also an excellent singer and has been in 

demand as a singer in various venues around the country. Prentiss is the consummate professional and every week 

pushes the choir to make amazingly beautiful music. This has proven to be quite a challenge, especially without a 

regular Sunday morning rehearsal space. The choir is lucky to have 20 minutes before the service in the choir loft after 

the German service. But even with such a short amount of time Prentiss and the choir create an extraordinary sound 

which would rival any armature choir in Vienna.  

The last several month have seen several new members classes as well as weddings 

and Baptisms. All of these have kept me very busy during the summer months. Sunday 

morning Bible Study, Young Adults, weekly prayer meetings and regular committee and 

Board meetings have continued since 

the beginning of September. The Bible 

Study group is busy finishing up the Book of Romans, the Young Adults 

group and Ladies Lunch group has been enjoying sampling the 

abundantly rich Vienna cuisine. The Prayer group regularly takes its 

time praying for the needs of the church as well as individual concerns 

and the issues of the world.  

The VCC was shocked to hear about Jack Hustad’s unexpected illness right before the AFCU 

Development Committee meeting in Atlanta. Our prayers continue to be with Helen and 

Jack and pray that he get better soon.  

In Christ,  

Pastor Troy  

The Vienna Connection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.viennacommunitychurch.com 
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What is happening on our side of the globe in Vienna at 
the VCC Music? Exciting and new things because of special 
and exciting new people! Our Choir Director Prentiss Dunn 
and our Organist Tomasz Pietak! They are bringing a flair 
and richness into our spiritual music life on Sundays at 
12h00! 

Dr. Prentiss Dunn is an American born musicologist, choir 
conductor, organist and music teacher. With degrees in 
Church Music, piano, musicology and history, he certainly 
has made music his life. Prentiss offers courses on a 
variety of subjects including music literature, piano 
literature and piano pedagogy. In addition to being a 
private vocal coach, he is also an ordained Episcopal priest 
and a music teacher at the Vienna International School. 
His music appreciation classes for the United National 
Women's Guild are legendary.     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is Prentiss with Anne Rothgeb-Peschek a wonderfull 
musician and ardent member of the Choir. He received 
this year´s Rothgeb stipendium for his work with the VCC 
Choir. On the picture below some of the Choirmembers 
with him. 

We have had a very successful Long Night of Churches, 
where Prentiss led the Choir in a programm called Rejoice 
Greatly . Here are some of the songs performed:  Heaven 
– trad. Spiritual ; O be Joyful - Michael Haydn ; Lord have 
Mercy -  Swee Hong Lim -  Singapura ; The King of Love My 

Shepherd is - Irish Melody; Little David play on your Harp - 
trad. Spiritual; The Lord bless You and keep You - John 
Rutter;  Amazing Grace - John Newton - Sandra Nel & VCC 
Choir. 

On the left hand side of the picture stands Diana Finta, a 
Hungarian soprano who studies for her Masters at the 
University for Music and dramatic Arts in Vienna. She has 
a beautiful Soprano coloratura voice and we were graced 
by her singing the Hallelujah from Mozart`s Motet 
“Exsultate jubilate!”. She also helps out in the Choir. 

And Sunday after Sunday the sound gets more glorious 
upstairs in the Choir loft and the compliments from the 
congregation very positive and inspired by the music. The 
future of VCC Choir surely looks very bright and we all look 
forward to more and exciting music and projects to come! 

Tomasz Pietak is not only a wonderful organist but a fine 
and talented singer too. We met for the first time during 
Christmastime when he helped out as “cover”! It was a 
blessing and a gift to us all! He has a beautiful and warm 
baritone voice. As our organist we are spoiled by his 
musicality and wonderful improvisations. He and Prentiss 
work really well together which is a blessing to us all at the 
VCC. He has also done with me a duet one Sunday in his 
capacity as baritone, singing together the “Panis 
Angelicus” by Cesar Franck. 

Tomasz studied 
at the Fryderyk 
Chopin 
University in 
Warsaw in 
Poland and sang 
in many Opera 
productions. He 
is currently still 
busy with 
postgraduate 
studies at the 

University for Music and Performing arts in Vienna. He has 
won several prizes and received stipendiums. What more 
can one say but being thankfull. When not being able to 
play on a particular Sunday he has send a  friend and 
fellow musician Romuald Daem to fill in and wonderfully 
so. 

More on VCC‘s music program in the Spring 2015 issue! 

Vienna Community Church Music Update 

By Sandra Nel 
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HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE  

 

The American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) supports the American 
Church in Paris (ACP), the American Church in Berlin (ACB), and the Vienna 
Community Church (VCC) through grants to help their programs.  Gifts to the 
AFCU help to increase our support of these churches.  Contributions may be 
sent to the American and Foreign Christian Union at: 

 

AFCU 

2885 Sanford Ave. SW #29934 

Grandville, MI 49418 

 

You may also make gifts to the individual churches. If you wish your gift to be 
tax deductible in the United States, you must make your dollar check payable to 
the AFCU at the above address. Put the words “for ACB” or “ACP” or “VCC” on 
the memo line of your check.  

DONATION INFORMATION 

I PREFER THAT MY DONATION BENEFIT: 

AFCU General Fund _____% ; American Church of Berlin ______%  

American Church in Paris _____%;  Vienna Community Church _____% 

 

Unless otherwise designated, your contributions will go to the General Fund from 

which annual distributions support all of the churches. 

 

 

AMOUNT $__________ Check enclosed:                (preferred) 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: American and Foreign Christian Union 

CREDIT CARD: MasterCard                  Visa          American Express       

Name on Card:  

Card Number:   

Expiration Date (month/year):   

 

DONOR(S):  

Address:  

  

E-mail Address:  

 

MAIL YOUR DONATION TO OUR NEW ADDRESS: 
AFCU Treasurer 
2885 Sanford Ave. SW #29934 
Grandville, MI 49418 
 
Email: AFCU Treasurer@AFCUBridge.org 
Phone:  (828) 273-9917 
PayPal:  www.afcubridge.org 
 
The easiest way to contribute is by going to the AFCU Website:  
www.AFCUBridge.org, then click on “support” and contribute electronically by using 
PAYPAL. 

Unsolicited articles and pictures are 

welcomed.  Next Deadline: Feb 15, 2015 

Please send them to:  

AFCUEditor@afcubridge.org 

 
 
 
 
If you would like to receive the Bridge 
through email you may send your email 
address to Nate Groves at 
ngroves@yahoo.com, with a note saying 
that you would like “to go green” with 
the electronic Bridge. 

PLEASE NOTE OUR 
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